Army arrests 100 in sweep of Baalbek 

BAALBEK (AFP) — Lebanese soldiers arrested 
around 100 people in a series of raids in the eastern 
Baalbek region following a vast anri-govemmeni 
protest there, security officials said Saturday. Soldiers 
later released 90 of those arrested late Friday In four 
villages in the Syrian-controlled Bekaa Valley, they 
said- The sweep came after 10,000 people attended "a 
“Revolution of the Hungry" rally in Baalbek earlier 
Friday os pan of a civil disobedience campaign 
mourned by a leader of the radical wing of the Iranian- 
backed Hizbollah. Sheikh Subhi Tofaiii called on 
Lebanon’s poor to march on Beirut during the protest, 
which was surrounded by a heavy deployment of sol- 
diers and police. Interior Minister Michel Mutt said 
the raids were timed only to make use of the large 
number of security forces in the region. 
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Egypt, U.S. to discuss free trade agreement 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt an d the United Suites will 
discuss a free trade agreement on Monday when a 
.joint economic committee meets. Supply Minister 
Ahmed Goweili said in remarks published Saturday. 
Mr. Goweili, quoted by tls government daily A! 
Ahram, said “the aim of this Tree trade zone is to con- 
solidate economic and trade relations between the two 
countries.” He said it would involve “the freeing up of 
trade between Egypt and the United States, which 
means the review of customs duiies on products from 
the two countries." Mr. Goweili is to attend the five- 
day meeting of the Egypuan-U.S. Economic Partner- 
ship Committee in the United States from Monday. 
The United States is Egypt’s main trading partner. 
Last yearEgypi imported $3.14 billion of goods from 
Ute United Stares and exported S664.S minion. 
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PNA calls for 
Arab summit 
over settlements 

RAMALLAH (AFP) — 
The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) called Sat- 
urday for an Arab summit to 
oppose Israel’s settlement 
policies and salvage the 
Middle East peace process. 
The self-rule cabinet, after a 
meeting in Ramallah. issued 
a statement calling for a 
summit to confront what k 
called Israeli threats to 
“Jerusalem and the peace 
process." It also called for 
an international conference 
on the same theme with the 
participation of the United 
States and the European 
Union. The Palestinian 
leadership blamed the stale- 
mate in the peace process 
on Israel, saying the “con- 
tinuation of the Judaisarion 
of Jerusalem and Israeli set- 
tlement building makes the 
situation explosive ." 

State of emergency 
to be lifted 
in Algeria 

ALGIERS (AP) — In a sign 
that Algeria’s Woody Mus- 
lim insurgency is easing, the 
country's five-year-old stale 
of emergency will end this 
Saturday, a newspaper 
reported Thursday. The 
independent French daily 
L’Autheimque, considered 
close to the government, 
said President Liamine Zer- 
oual will lift the emergency 
decree during a speech on 
Algerian Independence 
Day. The announcement 
comes in the wake of 
promises by the new gov- 
ernment to end violence 
that has killed more- than 
60,000 people. 

Police shoot 
dead three 
militants in Egypt 

MINYA (AFP) — Egyptian 
police shot dead three 
Islamist militants hiding in 
a village in the southern 
province of Mrnya, the Inte- 
rior Ministry said Saturday. 
Police tracked the militants 
down to a house in Hur vil- 
lage 300 kilometres south 
of Cairo late Friday and 
were trying to arrest them 
when they opened fire, a 
ministry statement said. 
“The police returned fire. 
When the shots died down 
police discovered the bodies 
of the three militants in the 
hideout." it said. Two 
policemen were wounded in 
the gun battle, one serious- 
ly. it added. Automatic 
rifles, pistols, ammunition 
and documents on a “terrar- 
ia" organisation were dis- 
covered in the hideout, it 
said. Islamist militants 
launched a violent cam- 
paign to overthrow Egypt’s 
secular government in 
March 1992, since then 
1,184 people have been 
killed. 

Israeli radio 
station bans 
female singers 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
Israeli public radio station 
has banned songs by female 
artists, provoking a row 
between secular and ultra- 
Onhodox Jews. Managers 
of Kol Hai (The Voice of 
life) broke in toascoig by a 
man and a woman without 
warning this week and 
pulled it off air, claiming 
such music is “ungodly." 
Two of the radio station’s 
star presenters resigned in 
protest Friday, complaining 
that the station originally 
aimed at a broad public had 
been hijacked by uitra- 
Orthodox Jews whose inter- 
pretation of Jewish law is 
much more strict. The row 
is to be discussed by the 
board of Israel’s second 
television station, the parent 
company of the public radio 
station which broadcasts in 
Jerusalem. 


Jewish settlers goad Arabs 
in Hebron; Palestinian shot 


HEBRON (AFP) — Israeli 
soldiers shot and wounded 
a Palestinian stone-thrower 
in Hebron on Saturday as 
Jewish settlers goaded pro- 
testers with anti-Muslim 
chants. 

The Palestinian was shot 
when Israeli troops guard- 
ing Jewish enclaves in the 
heart of the town opened 
fire on demonstrators hurl- 
ing rocks at them, witness- 
es said. 

Jewish settlers, mean- 
while, gathered behind the 
soldiers chanting “the 
Prophet Mohammad is a 
pig " the witnesses said. 

The latesr upsurge in vio- 
lence in Hehron was 
sparked by a poster depict- 
ing the Muslim prophet as 
a pig, considered filrhy by 
both Jews and Muslims, 
which was stuck onto Arab 
shops in the town by an 
Israeli extremist a week 
ago. 

Some 400 militant Jew- 
ish sealers live among 
120,000 Palestinians in 
Hebron, which contains 
sites holy to both Jews and 
Muslims and has long been 


a flashpoint of violence 
between the two peoples. 

Three weeks of clashes 
in the divided town over 
the stalemate in the peace 
process has left more than 
220 Palestinians wounded. 
Eighteen Israeli soldiers 
have been injured, one 
seriously by a pipe-bomb. 

Israel has pinned the 
blame tor the violence on 
(he Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) and its 
police force, and warned 
that ii i:ike tougher action 
against protesters unless 
Palestinian police inter- 
vene. 

But a Palestinian police 
chief rejected Israel’s 
warnings of a shoot-to-kill 
policy and demands for 
intervention on Saturday. 

General Jibril Rajoub. 
head of Palestinian Preven- 
tive Security on the West 
Bank, said: 'The threats of 
death do not impress us 
and have no political 
effect" 

"We are not there to obey 
Israeli dictates and imple- 
ment the policy of Prime 
Minister Benvamin 


Netanyahu aimed at sink- 
ing the peace process," he 
told Israeli array radio. 

Asked about Mr. 
Netanyahu's accusations 
that police are violating the 
January Hebron accord if 
they fail to intervene. Gen- 
eral Rajoub insisted Israel 
must first respect its own 
commitments under die 
agreements. 

The accord, which hand- 
ed 80 per cent of Hebron 
over to Palestinian self- 
rule, calls on the Israel i 
army and Palestinian 
police to prevent violence 
or terrorism. 

The commander of 
Israeli forces in the West 
Bank, General Gabi Ofir, 
warned Friday lhai his sol- 
diers would shoot to kill to 
put a lid on the protests. 

"Those who throw explo- 
sive devices to kill must 
understand that they will 
die, because those arc the 
shooting orders,” he said. 

The general called on the 
PNA to intervene to restore 
calm, “if not, the price 
could be heavy." 


Jerusalem mayor says peace 
deadlock could benefit Israel 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Jerusalem’s 
Israeli mayor, Ebud 
Olraeru said on Saturday 
he believed the prolonged 
freeze in the Israeli -Pales- 
tinian peace process could 
benefit Israel. 

Tt turns out that the 
impasse in the peace 
process has not been to our 
disadvantage. It could even 
be profitable if we resist 
pressures (against Israeli 
policies)," the right-wing 
mayor told Israel Radio. 

Mr. Olmert, a member of 


Prime Minister Benvamin 
Netanyahu's Likud Party, 
played down the risk of a 
Palestinian uprising if the 
nearly four-mo rail dead- 
lock continues, saying 
Israel could find "adequate 
responses’* to such a revolt. 

Violence has flared fre- 
quently in the occupied 
territories since the Pales- 
tinians walked away from 
the negotiating table in 
mid-March in protest at the 
start of construction on a 
new Jewish settlement in 
Arab east Jerusalem. 


“What's happening today 
was predictable. Wc are at 
the hcan of a battle which 
renounce all ihe territo- 
ries" of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Israel occupied the West 
Bank, Gaza Strip and east 
Jerusalem in the 1967 war. 

Mr. Olmert was one of 
the main proponents of the 
controversial 6.500 unit 
Jewish settlement on the 
outskirts of Arab east 
Jerusalem. 


Egypt’s president 


CAIRO (R) — President 
Hosni Mubarak said in 
remarks published on Sat- 
urday that authorities have 
taken steps to ensure that 
Egypt i s free of beef 
infected with raad cow dis- 
ease. 

The statement in A1 
Jumhouriyah newspaper 
said that the Egyptian 
authorities had discovered 
an attempt to ship British 
beef into Egypt using Bel- 
gian documents. 

“There is no meat in the 
Egyptian market with mad 
cow disease." the presi- 
dent’s statement said. 

Egypt on Friday pub- 
lished an order in newspa- 
pers banning the import of 
beef from Belgium after a 
European Commission 


‘esiaent says 
for beef scare 


Egypt ^izes Selgian beef 
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report that 1 ,600 tonnes of 
British beef had been 
exported, with Belgian 
help, to the Netherlands, 
Russia and Egypt despite a 
ban imposed because of 
the mad cow crisis. 

The Ministry of Supply 
and Trade order was effec- 
tive immediately in 
response to the commis- 
sion announcement. 

The commission said on 


Thursday that the beef had 
been exported illegally. 
Chief spokesman, Niko- 
laus van Der Pas, said the 
beef was “fraudulently 
declared to be of Belgian 
origin." 

He said 700 tonnes had 
been seized by Dutch 
authorities and the remain- 
ing 900 tonnes had proba- 
bly been exported to Rus- 
sia and Egypt. 


Iraq, U.N. finalise oil- for- food deal 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — A 
U.N. coordinator said here 
Sannday that his agency had 
completed its pan of a plan 
to distribute food and 
humanitarian supplies in 
Iraq and was waiting for 
Iraqi officials to complete 
their work. 

“Our part of the job is 
done," said the U.N. coordi- 
nator of humanitarian 
affairs, Staffan de Mistura. 
referring to the oil-for-ibod 
deal with Iraq. “The ball is 
now in the court of Iraq.” 

Mr. Mistura said his teams 
had completed a plan for the 
distribtmon of food and sup- 
plies to Kuidish-conrrolled 
areas in northern Iraq and 
that it was up to Iraqi offi- 


cials to submit a plan for 
delivery in rest of the coun- 
tiy. 

Both plans would be raid- 
ed together and then submit- 
ted to U.N. Secietaiy Gener- 
al Kofi Annan for final 
approval, he added. 

“We don’t see any reason 
why the distribution plan 
should not be finished with- 
in a week, having done most 
of the job," Mr. Mistura said. 

The U.N. coordinator said 
he was told by Iraqi officials 
that their plan was complete 
but he has yet to see it. 

Iraq announced in June 
that it would suspend imple- 
mentation of the oil-for-food 
deal — an easing of U.N. 
sanctions imposed on Iraq 


after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait — until a new distri- 
bution plan was done. 

Baghdad has complained 
that ihe implementation of 
the deal has dragged on for 
too long as U.N. coordina- 
tors worked to assure that 
the food and medicines 
would reach die Kurds and 
oilier ethnic minorities in 
Iraq. 

Because of the delays, 
Iraqi authorities announced 
that they would be reducing 
rations in July for basic food 
items such as rice. Accord- 
ing to die U.N., 850,000 
tonnes of goods have been 
delivered to Iraq since 
March under the humanitari- 
an deal. 
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A SCENE FROM MARS: A portio 
Pathfinder in a photo released by > 
may delay the Rover's exploration 
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Arbitrator Israel proposes Aqaba airport 
arrives to be run by Independent firm 

-a By Tareq Ayyoub the final scenario except for on this particular issue." E 

re^OSVP Special to the Jordan Times accepting the principal of Saketsaid. 

1VOVI7V using the airport for the The minister said that 1 

, AMMAN — Israel has pro- region.” will meet with his Isra 

Tel am t et P 05611 to* ^ Khigdora’s “Discussion is one way of counterpart, Yitzhak Levy. 

loidLlilldt southern airport of Aqaba be reaching a conclusion," the Amman this month to di 

managed by an imeniaiional niniaersaid cuss this issue adding th 

1° rr firm to overcome the dead- Talks on operating the . 0 . 

(i 1 TTPTPnrPS in talks aimed at turn- Aqaba port came to a dead- ** ^chmcians a 

milk/it'Ilwo ing the airpon into a major lock following a set of new ^urrmraly meeting. 

hub serving tourists of both Israeli conditions which die *** communication wii 

rvofiay countries, a Cabinet minister Kingdom considered an Israeli side is on. n 

UitUC/l said Sannday. infringement on its sever- only between ministers, b 

-*■ “The Israelis feel that we eigniy. also on the technical side 

should think of managing the Last week. Deputy Prime tit legal, security, econora 

AMMAN (J.T.j — A Jor- airport by an independent Minister for Development cal and commercial levels 

danian newspaper, Al- company,” Minister of Trans- Affairs JawadAnani said that he said. 

Urdun, which is close to port and Telecornraunica- the Kingdom put on hold a “We are sticking to ti 
the Muslim Brother- tions Bassam Saket said. pilot fiighi to Aqaba follow'- conclusions of the technic 

hood’s leadership in Jor- “W; are open to this but we rng the Israeli conditions. ^ We do TO[ waJU ^ 

dan, reported Saturday can iw really say yes unless "In anv negouaiions, due ^ w jeopardise mv mil 

that an envoy from the we have the study done on are certain differences which ’ f K * n . 

International Muslim that particular proposal,” Dr. wiU be reduced." Dr. Saket 

Brotherhood Orcanisa- Saket said in an interview said. “ minister aaaed. 

tion (IMBOl Mahmoud with the Jordan Times. “Difficulties include what ° ur merest in Jordan 

Mohammad Ismail He once “ P^> kind of fees are going to be basically consistent wiih ti 

arrived in Jordan recently P 0 ^ ^ been accepted “it implemented, what kind of general policy of raakir 

tn m/ to vtt\r has to be an imemational and aeroplanes allowed to land, Aqaba a hub, not only ft 

in h»hi,^Ti *h<» irtr nniDal firm” is the runway capable, of tak- trade but for communicatic 

danian Muslim Brother Asked whether Jordan will ing 747 jets, whai would be and tourism and fora regioi 

hood (JMBi and the P r °P° sa l’ ^ lhe ca P adt >’ where are the ally clean environment," l 

nooa ana tne minister said: “We are in the temunals to be locaied and 

(IAF ) C party wer whether ° r privatisation If »ho is handling the opera- - Jor6an fcc]s ^ 

t.t at ) party over wneincr there is a company to handle hosts m terms ot services, i lT ,wiAinwii«fMdhiP * 

to partin pate or boycott the Aqaba Airport within the because once you have pas- * ^ -m* or!^a t > 

the coming general elec- sovereignty of Jordan, then sengers. you have to have ^ 3re fi c : - to make t 

dons in Jordan. wc will go for it.” handling ’ capabilities," the successful story in terms < 

The weekly said that jte minister said that the minister sad services, abtbues and at fr 

the envoy has conveyed two sides “have different see- “Jordan feds that the han- sarK a linkag 

the views and the “broth- narios” regarding tfte way the tiling capabilities can be between Jordan and the nea 

eriy advice” of the airpon should be run, but undertaken by Jordan and by countries," the mirtistt 

INffiO’s spiritual leader “we have not really reached there is an open discussion said. 

Mustafa Mashour to the I 

Eiiropeaii left denounces 

ing attended by the for- 
mer JMB spiritual leader w ^ y * mT A / SI 

Se s ^v“coSi^ y o EU agreements^ NAiO 

the paper which said that 

the envoy had urged the MADRID (AFP) — Left- ism of Maasridft and a the North Atlantic Treai 

rivo parties to end their wine parties from 16 Euro- Europe run by financial mar- Organisation was a produi 

differences, and act as a pcan countries called Satur- kets." said French eommu- of tire cold war era an 

united team in the com- day for a new vision for rest party leader, Robert should be disbanded. 

Iqp elections so as to Europe, denouncing the Hue. Their comments core 

deprive other political agreements made at the Maastricht is the Dutch days before a NATO summ 
groups of the chance of European Union's recent town where the EU treaty on here, Tuesday and Wedne 

*loarinff over the absence Amsterdam summit and die economic and monetary ^ I0 discuss expansion < 

tstsTTSU =7“ 

parna The 2u pames, claiming to austemy measures being countries 

m SJ} 1 M . represent 15 million voters, taken in Europe to enable Fnrfier ’ w*Ain« rn AF 

Tne paper quoted un- ^ Europe should put jobs states to meet the criteria set , sidelines oHhe mee 
named sources as saying fire[ ^ out in the Maastricht treaty *** 

that the JMB have The conference, orsamsed for entrv into a single Euro- * *, 

responded favourably to ^ Spain - s communist-led pean currency. another coacpt ot Kcun* 

the envoy's message and Left coalition. Instead, thev proposed a «n Euro^ which is based c 

is currently undertaking i/quierda Unida 0U>, Europe wliich put jobs and ‘■ooperanon anti is not mil 

reorganisation steps and launched “titc start of united the fight against poverty la TV- 

preparing lists of their action” against the “one- first. They called for a reduc- He said the cooperanc 

candidates to run in the track delate" on the future tion in the working week should go beyond the Eun 

coming elections in the of Europe, said IU without loss of pay, the pro- pean Union, referring speci 

various constituencies. It spokesman Julio Anguita. lection of public services ically to Russia and Ukrairu 

said that the names of the "Our way is constructive and an end to privatisation. Tire conference ends Sui 

JMB candidates could be tecause we propose an alter- The patties also called for day with a meeting i 

declared within a week native political view, “a new pan-European Leganes, in the Madrid sut 

from now. opposed to the ultra-liberal- defence structure” saying urbs. 


the final scenario except for 
accepting the principal of 
using the airpon for the 
region." 

"Discussion is one way of 
reaching a conclusion,” the 
minister said. 

Talks on operating the 
Aqaba port came to a dead- 
lock following a set of new 
Israeli conditions which die 
Kingdom considered an 
infringement on its sover- 
eignty. 

Last week. Deputy Prime 
Minister for Development 
Affairs Jawad Anani said tliai 
the Kingdom put on hold a 
pilot flight to Aqaba follow- 
ing the Israeli conditions. 

“In any negotiations, there 
arc certain differences which 
will be reduced." Dr. Saket 
said. 

“Difficulties include what 
kind of fees are going to be 
implemented, what kind of 
aeroplanes allowed to land, 
is the runway capable, of tak- 
ing 747 jets, whai would be 
the capacity, where are the 
temunals to be locaied and 
who is handling the opera- 
tions in terms of services, 
because once you have pas- 
sengers. you have to have 
handling capabilities," the 
minister sad. 

“Jordan feels dial the han- 
dling capabilities can be 
undertaken by Jordan and 
there is an open discussion 


on this particular issue." Dr. 
Saket said. 

The minister said that he 
will meet with his Israeli 
counterpart, Yitzhak Levy, in 
Amman this month to dis- 
cuss this issue adding that 
experts and technicians are 
cumentiy meeting. 

“The communication with 
the Israeli side is on, not 
only between ministers, but 
also on the technical side at 
the legal, security, economi- 
cal and commercial levels,” 
tie said. 

“We are sticking to the 
conclusions of the technical 
side. We do not want, at this 
time, to jeopardise any talks 
as a result of the negative 
side," the minister added. 

“Our interest in Jordan is 
basically consistent wiih the 
general policy of making 
Aqaba a hub, not only for 
trade but for communication 
and tourism and for a region- 
ally clean environment," he 
said. 

“Jordan feels that the 
Aqaba Airport is feasible, so 
w-e are going to make it a 
successful story in terms of 
services, abilities and at the 
same time, a linkage 
between Jordan and the near- 
bv countries,” the minister 


MADRID (AFP) — Left- 
wing parties from 16 Euro- 
pean countries called Satur- 
day for a new vision for 
Europe, denouncing the 
agreements made at the 
European Union's recent 
Amsterdam summit and die 
upcoming NATO meeting 
here. 

The 20 parties, claiming to 
represent 15 million voters, 
said Europe should put jobs 
first. 

The conference, organised 
by Spain’s communist-led 
United Left coalition, 
Izquierda Unida 0U>, 
launched “tire start of united 
action” against the "one- 
track delate” on the future 
of Europe, said IU 
spokesman Julio Anguita. 

"Our way is constructive 
tecause we propose an alter- 
native political view, 
opposed to the ultra-liberal- 


ism of Maasrridtf and a 
Europe run by financial mar- 
kets.” said French commu- 
nist party loader, Robert 
Hue. 

Maastricht is the Dutch 
town where the EU treaty on 
economic and monetary 
union was signed. 

The. panics criticised the 
austerity measures being 
taken in Europe to enable 
states to meet the criteria set 
out in die Maastricht treaty 
for entry into a single Euro- 
pean currency. 

Instead, they proposed a 
Europe wliich" put jobs and 
the fight against poverty 
first. They called for a reduc- 
tion in the working week 
without loss of pay, the pro- 
tection of public services 
and an end to privatisation. 

Tit parties also called for 
“a new pan-European 
defence simcture” saying 


the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation was a product 
of the cold war era and 
should be disbanded. 

Their comments come 
days before a NATO summit 
here, Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, to discuss expansion of 
the Western defence alliance 
to include eastern European 
countries. 

Earlier, speaking to AFP 
on tire sidelines of the meet- 
ing, Mr. Hue said: "We need 
another concept of security 
in Europe which is based on 
cooperation and is not mili- 
tary.’' 

He said the cooperation 
should go beyond the Euro- 
pean Union, referring specif- 
ically to Russia and Ukraine. 

Tlie conference ends Sun- 
day with a meeting in 
Leganes, in the Madrid sub- 
urbs. 
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Jordan, Kuwait work 



normalise relations 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to die Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Kuwait has 
e:\pressed its willingness 
to speed up normalisation 
of ties between the two 
countries and said that it 
is ready to open a new 
page in relations with 
Jordan. Minister of State 
for Information Affairs 
Samir Mutawi said Satur- 
day. 

Speaking to reporters 
Toll owing the weekly ses- 
sion, Dr. Mutawi said 
that the Kuwaiti message 
was delivered by his 
Kuwaiti counterpart 

Sheikh Saud Nasser 
Sabah on the fringes of 
ibe Arab information 
ministers’ meeting, 
which was held in Cairo 
iast week. 

"The Kuwaiti minister 
said that Jordan will 
retain its special status 
and indicated that the 
past stage 0° relations 
between" the two coun- 
tries) was difficult but it 
is over," the minister 
said. 

The Kingdom’s rela- 
tions with the Gulf emi- 
rate deteriorated follow- 
ing the 1990 Iraqi inva- 


Ceasefire 
committee 
to meet in 
Lebanon 


3E1RUT (AFP) — The 
•nlemational committee 
monitoring a ceasefire in 
south Lebanon is to meet 
Monday to hear violation 
complaints from both Israel 
.tnd Lebanon, officials said 
Saturday. 

Tlie committee, which 
groups France. Israel, 
Lebanon. Syria and the Unit- 
ed Suites, is to meet at its 
Iradquarters in Naqoura cm 
’lie border between Israel 
and Lebanon. 

Letnmon called the meet- 
ing after a civilian was 
Injured in an Israeli attack 
Wedix'sdav. while Israel has 
filed a complaint over Uie 
sidling of its northern terri- 
tory Thursday from positions 
in south Lebanon, the 
Lebanese Foreign Ministry 
said. 

Military officials in Tei 
Aviv said the shelling did not 
cause any injuries or dam- 
;.ge. 

Under die terms ol' an April 
Ipo* ceasefire between 
f fr/lvflah guerrillas and 
Israel, which ended Israel’s 
17-djj Grapes of Wrath 
•^Tensive, tv*th sides are 
hunvd from targeting civil- 
ians in their ongoing conflia. 

Israel set up c self-declared 
"security rone" in southern 
Lxivirtin in 19S5 to prevent 
cj lacks -mi its northern border 
■y anti-Israeli guembas. 
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sion of Kuwait as a result 
of Jordan’s perceived tilt 
towards Iraq during the 
seven-month-old crisis. 

“The Kuwaiti minister 
stressed that understand- 
ing would prevail in the 
relationship between the 
two countries and the gap 
would be bridged very 
soon. He emphasised the 
Kuwaiti desire that rela- 
tions between both coun- 
tries be returned to its 
past glory," Dr. Mutawi 
said. 

Dr. Mutawi said the 
Kuwaiti official hinted 
that the Jordanian press 
shoulders “some respon- 
sibility” for the deadlock 
in relation and stressed 
the need for the “Jordan- 
ian press to play a major 
role in defending 
Kuwaiti causes." 

The minister was refer- 
ring to the case of more 
than 600 Kuwaiti prison- 
ers allegedly held by Iraq 
since the end of the 1990- 
91 crisis. 

The minister denied 
local news reports that 
Foreign Minister Fayes 
Tarawneh will visit 
Kuwait in the coming 
two weeks, hinting that 
there were no such plans 


in the horizon. 

Last month, Kuwaiti 
Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah A1 Ahmad AI 
Sabah said that his coun- 
try was ready to nor- 
malise relations with 
three Arab states that 
supported Iraq during the 
Iraqi invasion. These 
countries are Jordan, 
Yemen and Sudan 

In a positive signal of 
improving ties between 
the two countries, the 
flag carriers of the two 
countries will launch 
their first flights to each 
other’s capitals this 
week. The first Kuwait 
Airways flight will arrive 
here on Wednesday while 
Royal Jordanian will 
operate its first flight 
since the halt in relations 
to Kuwait next Thursday. 

Meanwhile, Jordan and 
tire United A rah Emirates 
(UAE) have decided to 
intensify judicial rela- 
tions between the two 
countries as a step for- 
ward to reach a judicial 
agreement," Dr. Mutawi 
said. He added that the 
decision followed talks 
held in the UAE by Min- 
ister of Justice Riyad 
Shakaa with UAE offi- 


cials. 

He added that the two 
sides agreed that Jordan- 
ian experts would help in 
establishing a criminal 
court in the Gulf emirate. 

He said that the two 
sides also agreed to 
exchange judges and 
legal experts to work in 
UAE courts and teach in 
law institutions. 

Dr. Mutawi also said 
the Jordan-Qatar Higher 
Committee will meet in 
Doha on July 15 to dis- 
cuss bilateral relations 
and economic coopera- 
tion. The Jordanian dele- 
gation will be headed by 
Dr. Tarawneh, he said. 

He added that among 
the major issues the com- 
mittee will discuss are 
the dual tax system 
between the two coun- 
tries, the land, sea and air 
transportation, and legal, 
judicial cooperation, 
encouraging and protect- 
ing the investments in the 
two countries and coop- 
eration in standards and 
specifications. 

He said the two sides 
will also discuss estab- 
lishing a joint Jordanian- 
Qatari phosphate project 


Kuwaiti finance minister 
to be questioned over 
public money 


4 Minister needlessly waisted money, 
did not collect government funds’ 


Israeli chief 
of staff does 
not want to 
serve full 
term — TV 


KUWAIT (AP> — 
Three parliament 
deputies Saturday 
sought permission to 
interrogate the finance 
minister, a process that ' 
could lead to his 
impeachment over 
financial irregularities. 

In their request to 
parliament speaker, the 
independent lawmak- 
ers and another liberal 
opposition member 
said finance minister 
Nasser Rowdhan has 
“needlessly wasted 
state money" and 
failed to “collect 
money owed to the 
government" 

Details of the allega- 
tions were not released 
and the lawmakers did 
not give a figure for 
the money that the 
alleged mismanage- 
ment is said to have 
cost Kuwait 

Mr. Rowdhan 

became finance minis- 
ter in April 1991, 
shortly after this small 
oil-rich state was liber- 
ated from a seven- 
month Iraqi occupa- 
tion. 

Seeking permission 


for interrogation is a 
formality, and will 
almost certainly be 
granted. After the 
interview, if the law- 
makers still feel the 
minister committed a 
wrongdoing, they can 
call for his impeach- 
ment in the 50-member 
house. 

But the move is unlike- 
ly to succeed since the 
legislature has a strong 
pro-government bloc. 
Members of the liberal 
opposition and their 
supporters are in a 
minority’. 

In 1995, fundamen- 
talist lawmakers in the 
country’s first post- 
Gulf war legislature 
interrogated Ahmed 
Rubei. a liberal educa- 
tion minister, but failed 
to impeach him. 

Kuwait's rulers dis- 
solved the legislature 
in 1986 after opposi- 
tion members stepped 
up criticism of govern- 
ment ministers. A new 
parliament was elected 
in October, and Kuwait 
remains the only Arab 
Gulf state to have an 
elected legislature. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli chief of 
staff, Anmon Shahak, does 
not want to serve his full 
four-year term because of 
persistent policy disagree- 
ments with prime minister, 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
Israeli television said Sat- 
urday. 

General Shahak, 53, who 
has held the post since Jan- 
uary 1995. will ask to stand 
down in spring 1998 after 
celebrations marking the 
50th anniversary of the 
founding of Israel, accord- 
ing to Israel’s second tele- 
vision network. 

An Israeli array 
spokesman said the report 
“does not represent the 
chief of staff's point of 
view and has been pub- 
lished without his advice.” 

Gen. Shahak was one of 
the principal negotiators of 
the autonomy accords with 
the Palestinians and has 
frequently expressed his 
fears about the future of the 
peace process. 

Chiefs of staff are 
appointed for three years in 
Israel but systematically 
continue for an extra year. 
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THE HUNGRY MASSES MARCH: Supporters of Sheikh Subhi Tofaili, leader of the radical wing of the 
Iranian-backed Hezbollah, demonstrate during a meeting where some 10/100 people gathered Friday, 
under heavy security in the eastern Lebanese city of Baalbek for "a revolution of the hungry". Men, 
women and children gathered here as the Lebanese army deployed in force in this ancient dly In the 
heart of the Syrian-controlled Bekaa valley (AFP photo) 


Saudis ban 
seven 

professions 
to foreigners 


PNA police chief scoffs at Israeli 
shoot-to-kill warnings in Hebron 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia has banned for- 
eigners from work in 
seven more categories in 
government contracts as 
part of its policy to create 
jobs for its own citizens, 
the AI Sliarq Al Awsat 
newspaper reported Satur- 
day. 

Saudi authorities will no 
longer issue work permits 
or extend existing ones to 
expatriates as labourers, 
stone masons, painters and 
four other area of manual 
labour in the public sector, 
according to the London- 
based newspaper. 

The new policy is 
expected to affect thou- 
sands of immigrant work- 
ers, many of whom come 
from the Indian subconti- 
nent, as the work permits 
have ro be renewed every 
two years. Some foreign 
workers, however, could 
continue to find jobs in the 
private sector, economists 
here said. 

The Saudi government 
already decided in October 
1996 to no longer provide 
permits to expatriates in 
13 professions as part of 
its programme to liberalise 
the economy and reduce 
the country’s heavy depen- 
dence on foreign labour- 
ers. 

Saudi Arabia, which has 
a fourth of the world’s 
proven oil reserves, has 
about six million foreign- 
ers living among the coun- 
try’s 18 million popula- 
tion. most of them work- 
ers. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — A I^lestinian 
police chief on Saturday 
brushed off an Israeli army 
threat that it would shoot to 
kill in clashes with Pales- 
tinian stone-throwers in the 
West Bank town of Hebron. 

General Jibril Rajoub, 
head of Palestinian Preven- 
tive Security in the West 
Bank, also said his police 
would resist Israeli pressure 
to intervene to clamp down 
on three weeks of protests. 

“The threats of death do 
not impress us and have no 
political effect,” the general 
told Israeli army radio. 

“We are not there to obey 
Israel and implement the 


policy of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
aimed at sinking the peace 
process," he said. 

Asked if police would 
intervene in line with 
signed accords with Israel, 
General Rajoub insisted 
Israel first respect its own 
commitments under the 
agreements. 

The commander of Israeli 
forces in the West Bank, 
General Gabi Ofir, warned 
Friday that sterner action 
would be taken to quell 
three weeks of bloody 
clashes in Hebron which 
have left 220 Palestinian 
protesters wounded. 

“Those who throw explo- 


President Assad claims to 
have stopped Iraq partition 


CAIRO(AFP) — Syrian Pres- 
ident Hafez Al Assad claimed 
in a newspaper interview Sat- 
urday that he thwarted a plot to 
partition Iraq between several 
states. 

‘The plot to partition Iraq 
was on the verge of coming 
off. I say this clearly: Iraq was 
on the point of being carved 
up and it was Syria’s efforts” 
which prevented this. Mr. 
Assad told (he Egyptian gov- 
ernment daily Al Ahram. 

He did not say who was 
responsible for tbe plot or 
when it took place, saying “the 
time has not yet come to give 
details.” 

Frosty relations between 
Syria and Iraq, which broke 
off diplomatic ties in 1980, 
have begun to thaw in recent 
months with the reopening of 
their border to businessmen 
and their first commercial con- 
tracts in decades. 

Asked whether the new 


trade relations would lead ro 
political normalisation. Mr. 
Assad replied, ‘that’s it for the 
time being” 

He also said Syria would 
boycott a Middle East eco- 
nomic conference in Qatar in 
November because of Israel’s 
participation, lashing out at 
other Arab countries for being 
too weak towards Israel. 

“What Israel wants amounts 
to extortion. It ’s a strange pol- 
icy — they want the fruits of 
peace before achieving 
peace.” Mr. Assad said. 

“What can we bope For from 
an Israeli government which 
ignores moral principles and 
international resolutions?” he 
said. 

But other Arab countries 
were not as strong as Syria, he 
complained. “The problem is 
not our enemies, it’s us the 
Arabs. We do not use or do not 
want to use our potential and 
we look hesitant or weak.” 


Iran says 
Muslim-Jewish 
conflict 
inevitable 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran 
warned Saturday that a con- 
frontation between Muslims 
and Jews is inevitable after an 
Israeli extremist distributed 
posters insulting the Prophet 
Mohammad and Islam. 

“For this inevitable con- 
frontation between Islam and 
Zionism. Iriamic countries 
will have to choose between 
resistance, humiliation and 
compromise,” state radio said. 

“The Zionist regime has put 
pictures which are even more 
insulting to Islam on the Inter- 
net,” the radio said in a com- 
mentary. 

It also said Israel had 

offended Christianity . with a 
photo-montage showing the 
Virgin Mary with a cowl's 
head which appeared in a 
Israeli magazine article oc 
human cloning. 


Td. 7731 i 1-19 
PROGR AMME TW O 

15:35 French Programmes 

Jri:OS Tennis Mens Final lUve 
from Wimbledon) 

1 q :00 News in French 

I9-.3U News Headline 

19:3s Fresh Prince -of-Belair 

. Cinema. Cinema. Cinema 
20:30 .The Churchills 



Armenian Catholic Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 

Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S24328. 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tei. 

654932. 

Church of Nazarenc Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 11295 

English-speaking 

Latin Cathdka Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Aqaba .26/40 Dr. Hafex Salfiti 

Deserts 20*38 Khali fch pharmacy 

Jordan Valiev 25/41 


.....914144 
.985417 


Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 34. Aqaba 39 Humidity 
readings: Amman 27 per cent. 
Aqaba 27 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


-WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 

Relative warm weather conditions 
wifi prevail with winds nemh west- 
erly mode ran: to active, hi Aqaba, 
it will be hot and dusty, winds 
northerly moderate, and seas calm. 


MinJMu. temp. 

Amman _21/33 


AMMAN: 

Dr. IssamAsmar .890504 

Dr. Yousef Naser .751144 

Du Kbaldotm Kloub 816715 

Dr. Nidal As'ad 751672 

Fires pharmacy 661912 

Fadows pharmacy 778336 

Al Aserna pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy .623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

ShmeisarD pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBED: 

Dr. MazenAbu Bakir ..276852 

Al Quds pharmacy f — ) 

ZARQA: 


Food Control Centre. 6371 1 1 

GvODcTmceDepanmas 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

■ — - 630341 

Civil Defence Emcigencv....,.l99 
Rescue Pofat_J92 621 1 j’l. 637777 

Fire Brigade. - 617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police .843402 

Traffic Police _896390 

Public Security Dept. 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 1 76 

W*r4 Sewerage C uufiiiife _J$/7467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

....... .....787 1 1 1 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Ovoseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .623101 

AbdaliTd. Repaid..... 661101 

Jotdan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jotdan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co. .63638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 8I381.Y32 

Khalidi Maternity. 64428 1/6 

AJdJeh Maternity .642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

MaJhas. J. Amman — 636 / 40 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital £45845 

AI-Muashcr Hospital ....667227/9 

Tbe Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

Al-AhlLAbdali 664164^6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcon ....777101/3 

Al-Btuhic .7751 1 1/26 

Army, Maika 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 


IRBED-. 

Princess Basina Hospital 

-.(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nofecs Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 


17:05 Amsterdam. Brussels (RJ) 
17:40 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

18.-05 - London (RJ) 

18:50 London (RJ) 

19:05 Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) 

19:10 Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

19:10 Athens (RJ) 

20:10 Chicago, Detroit. Amster- 
dam (RJ) 

20:20 Tunis (RJ) 

20:40 Vienna (RJ) 


QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian {RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(08153200-5. where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 08 (52700) 


ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt. 


/aiqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zaiqa National Hospital 

- (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 




ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

09 JO Jeddah (RJ) 

10:00 Bombay (RJ) 

10=05 Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

10:15 l-amaca (RJ) 

10:15 Beirut (RJ) 

10:20 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:20 Bahrain (RJ) 


23^0 .. 
01d)S .. 

-Pins. Frankfurt (RJ) 

03:15 ... 


Other FBghts 

12*0 .. 
n-no 

IfvUoh fQV\ 

t3i35 ... 

15:20 

^.Bahrain (GF) 

21:10 ... 


21 -35 .. 


23:20 .. 

Istanbul (TK) 

00^9.. 
02:15 _ 

London (BA) 


06:00- - Madrid (RJ) 

06:45 Beirut (RJ) 

07:00 .. Lamart(RJ) 

10:35 -..Paris. Frankfurt flU) 

12:00 .Tunis (Rfi 

12:15 Ankara, Istanbul (RJ) 

12:15 Vienna (RJ) 

12-JO -RomeCRfi 

12:40 Amsterdam, New Yorit(RJ) 

13:20 Athens (RJ) 

13:25 London (RJ) 

21:00 New Deflu (RJ) 

21:10 ...Caixo (RJJ 

21:25 —Jeddah (RO 

21:40 Damascus (RJ) 

22:00 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

22*45 ...-Singapore. Jakarta (RJJ 
22:40 Banjj»k(RJ) 

23:50 Beirut (RJ) 

01:50 Abu Dhabi, Jakarta (RJ) 

02:00 ...Sanaa (RJ) 


07:20 London (BA) 

07:20 .TclAviv(LY) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
04 JO Jeddah (RJ) 


Other Flights 

I3-J0 Jeddah SV) 

13:30 -.SanttfTU 

14:25 — -.. Doba(GF) 

16:35 ....Moscow (SU) 

22-25 (iurifMS) 

00:45 Amstertteffl (RJ-) 

02.-00 

07:00 1 

07:55 London (B^ 

08:15 ; .Tel A«v 


0 e 





sive devices to kill must 
understand that they will 
ctie, because those are the 
shooting orders,” he said. 

The general called on tbe 
Palestinian National 
Authority to intervene to 
restore calm, “if not, tbe 
price could be heavy.” 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
accused Palestinian police 
of organising the protests 
and violating a January 15 
accord handing 80 per cent 
of Hebron over to Palestin- 
ian control. 

The accord calls on the 
Israeli array and Palestinian 
police force to prevent acjfy 
of violence or terrorism. 
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Home News 


Jordan Times, Sunday, July 6, 1997 


Regent inspects Balqa examination halls Jordanian-Egyptian Higher Committee 


AMMAN fJ.T.J — HRH 
Prince Abdullah Ben Ai 
Hussein, the Regent, Satur- 
day inspected examination 
halls in the Balqa gover- 
nors. where more than 
300 students took an Eng- 
lish language exam. 

This was a second round 
of tests as last month the 
test was officially annulled 
by the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, following distur- 
bances in the examination 
halls. 

Accompanied by Minis- 
ter of Education and Higher 
Education Munther Masri. 
the Regent loured the 
examination halls and was 
briefed on arrangements, 
ensuring discipline and an 
unperturbed examination 
session. 

Subsequent to the 
Regent’s visit. Ministry 
Secretary General Izzai 
Jaradat said told the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, that 
no disturbances occurred 
during the examination ses- 



opens meeting to discuss cooperation 


HRH Prince Abdullah Ben A I Hussein, the Regent, Saturday inspects examination 
halls in the Balqa goveraorate (Petra photo) 


sion. 

He thanked ihe Public 


Security Department (PSD) 
and other authorities for 


their assistance 
arrangements. 


Minister responds to wave of anti-Israel stickers 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In the first official reac- 
tion to a recent wave of ami-lsraeli 
stickers in Amman. Minister oF Stale 
for Information Affairs Samir Mulawi 
Saturday declared that the Kingdom 
would not allow its citizens to post 
anti -Israeli signs in their shops and on 
their property. 

Speaking to reporters following a 
weekly Cabinet session. Dr. Mutawi 
conceded that these anti-Israel stickers 
came in response to the deadlocked 
Middle East peace process. 

"1 think that, as a result of wide- 
spread public disappointment in the 
region, some like phenomena sur- 
faces.” Dr. Mutawi maintained. “But 
these occurrences reflect neither 
prevalent public nor government sen- 
timent." 

“The government in no way con- 


dones these actions and will adopt a 
firm stand for their future prevention,” 
the minister said. 

Amman of late has witnessed anti- 
Israel stickers affixed by some shop- 
keepers which prohibit Israelis from 
entering certain shops as well us call 
for halting any transactions with 
Israeli visitors. 

Majed Hattar. 32. was arrested 
Thursday by police after posting a 
sticker banning Israelis from entering 
his shop in Jabal Weibdeh. 

Following his release Saturday. Mr. 
Hattar told the Jordan Times that the 
interrogators demanded “an apology" 
for his actions. 

’They did not say to whom 1 should 
apologise.” he added. 

“The governor called me today (Sat- 
urday) and demanded an apology." 
Mr. Hattar stated. “However, 1 refused 
and roJd him that I cannot apologise 
for a deed which I do not believe to be 


wrong. 

He described the sticker’s removal 
as effected “by force" and further stat- 
ed that some damage to his shop 
occurred at the lime of his arrest. 

"1 was forcibly arrested without any 
official warrant." Mr. Hattar remon- 
strated. “I will sue them for what they 
did." 

According to the shopkeeper, the 
interrogators queried him as to “who 
was behind the decision to affix the 
sticker." 

Waddah Bargouthi. owner of a 
supermarket in the Fourth Circle, was 
earlier arrested and interrogated for 
posting a sign in English which read 
“No Dogs, no Jews” but was later 
released and obligated to remove the 
sign. 

Security officials confirmed that Mr. 
Bargouthi will face charges of “anti- 
semitism." 


Prosecution requests 
Dakamseh’s full conviction 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The military prosecution, in the case of Cor- 
poral Ahmad Dakamseh, the Jordanian soldier accused of 
killing seven Israeli schoolgirls last March in the northern 
town of Baqoura. Saturday described the defendant as 
"perverted and deviant” and asked for a full conviction on 
all charges. 

Cpl. Dakamseh is charged with premeditated murder, 
attempted murder, menacing use of a firearm and military 
mutiny. He pleaded not guilty to all chafes in June. 

'This perverted and deviant man decided on his own to 
end the lives of seven innocent young girls,” Military’ Pros- 
ecutor Lieutenant Colonel Muhanad Hijazi told the court- 
room in his closing argument. “Answer me. gentlemen — 
bow would you feel if the victims were your own daugh- 
ters?" 

In his 39-page closing argument. Mr. Hijazi also justified 
all prosecution procedures related to the March 1 3 shoot- 
ing incident, which left an additional four students and one 
teacher injured. 

“We followed the same legal procedures as we would in 
any criminal case,” Mr. Hijazi, one of five prosecutors who 
investigated the shooting incident, asserted. 

During the two-hour court session, he compared the 
defendant’s confession and statements in court to evidence 
presented in court by the prosecution. “The defendant con- 
fessed and then told the court that he was not subjected to 
any kind of duress or torrure, and thal be willingly [coop- 
erated withl investigators.” Prosecutor Hijazi said. 

The prosecutor referred to sworn witness testimony that, 
prior to the March incident in the northern town of 
Baqoura, Cpl. Dakamseh had plotted to kill Israelis. 

“Cpl. Dakamseh’s colleagues testified that the defendant 
bade a last farewell to his family before returning to his 
division from a vacation; had asked his wife to take care of 
bis children; stated that he felt that he was going to die. and 
told one colleague on the morning of the incident: ‘today 
you will see something which you have never before 
seen’,” he affirmed. 

Any. Hijazi rejected the testimonies of expen witnesses 
for the defence, who classified the personality disorder 
from which, they said, the defendant suffered as a mental 
disorder. 

“According to recent medical encyclopaedias, a person- 
ality disorder is not tantamount to a mental disorder, which 
contradicts psychology experts’ court testimonies,” Prose- 
cutor Hijazi said. 

If convicted, Cpl. Dakamseh could face the death penal- 
ly which, according to Jordanian military law, cannot be 
appealed. 

Defence Attorney Hussein Mjalli asked the court for a 
one-month period to prepare his closing argument in the ! 
case. 

But the- military court, headed by Judge Brigadier Gener- 
al Ma'moun Khasawneh and including Justices Colonel i 
Yousef Faouri, Lieutenant Generals Aref Syouf, Mahmoud J 
Obeidat and Major Fa waz Bqour, turned down the request 
and gave Atty. Mjalli one week for his preparation, thereby 
adjourning the court until Saturday July 12. 

Much of Cpi. Dakamseh’s family was barred from enter- 
ing yesterday’s court session, according to some family 
members. 

“The court allowed only his mother and his wife to attend 
the court session, but [even] they decided not to attend the 
session in order to register protest," one family member 
told the Jordan Times, following the session’s conclusion. 


Defence calls for complete 
acquittal of Mazen Masri 

By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The defence team, in the case of Mazen 
Masri, a 34 year-old man who reportedly confessed to mur- 
dering his two children in the Shmeisani neighbourhood of 
Amman last September. Saturday asked the Criminal Court 
to fully acquit his client of all charges. 

Mr. Masri allegedly told authorities that he had poisoned 
his two children. Hanin, nine, and Hani. six, by adminis- 
tering two cyanide pills to them before leaving for work on 
the morning of Sept. 11. 

He faces two charges of premeditated murder and three 
counts of attempted murder. 

“How could a father kill his two children, his own flesh 
and blood?” Defence Attorney Ahmad Najdawi asked in a 
35-page closing argument. 

Auy. Najdawi argued -that, following the children’s 
deaths, his client was investigated by Shmeisani police 
under duress. 

“My client was subjected to threats and simultaneously 
deceived into the belief that if he admitted to committing 
this crime, he would receive a reduced sentence.” Mr. Naj- 
dawi said during the 45-minute session. “ Therefore . his 
confessions are not valid [evidence].” 

The presence of Chief Attorney Faihi Rifai at the police 
station during his client's interrogations “renders the inves- 
tigations null and void.” 

In January. Mr. Masri, who entered a plea of not guilty, 
claimed that he had fabricated his confessions to avert psy- 
chological pressure administered by authorities. 

He further maintained, that he decided ro fabricate the 
story as the authorities "threatened to substitute my wife 
and parents, instead of myself, for questioning." 

According to Atty. Najdawi. there was also a contradic- 
tion in the prosecution’s evidence, concerning the percent- 
age of cyanide detected in the children's blood. 

Criminal lab expens testified last year lhai between 600- 
650 milligrammes of cyanide salts were detected in the 
children's blood samples. 

However, in April, an expen witness for the defence tes- 
tified that, in order for such a high amount of cyanide to be 
present in the children's blood, each of them would have 
had to have consumed at least three large cyanide pills. 

The expen testimony contradicted both Mr. Masri’s 
alleged confession that he administered one cyanide pill to 
each child and the criminal lab report. 

Mr. Masri also reportedly confessed ro earlier murder 
attempts. 

Three months prior to the September incident, he opened 
a gas cylinder while his family slept in the couple’s bed- 
room at Abu Oneizah Housing Complex, according to his 
reported confession. 

According to the prosecution charge sheet, Mr. Masri 
began evidencing domestic trouble three months subse- 
quent to his 1987 marriage and financial constraints fol- 
lowing his second child’s birth. 

In his SepL 25 confession, he blamed his wife, Hiam 
Hamoudeh, 32. for these problems, claiming that she was 
extravagant and refused to aid him in the business which he 
established in 1991. 

Tbe children were found incapacitated in the apartment 
by their mother at approximately 7:15 a.m. on the morning 
of the incident. Ms. Hamoudeh stated that she left her chil- 
dren at home to drive her husband to work. 

In its closing argument on June 3, the prosecution asked 
for the defendant’s full conviction of all charges. 

The coun tribunal, beaded by Judge Abdul Ruhman Taw- 
fiq and including Justices Mifleh Mubeidin and Ibrahim 
Ali. postponed the case for Sept. 2 and will either issue a 
verdict at that time or subpoena witnesses. 


CAIRO (J.T.) — The Jordanian- 
Egyptian Higher Commitree, co~ 
chaired by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and his Egyptian coun- 
terpart Kamal Janzouri. opened a two- 
day meeting in Cairo Saturday to dis- 
cuss cooperation in trade, economic 
and tourism arenas, according to Jor- 
dan Television. 

The two countries will also discuss 
the creation of an Arab common, mar- 
ket to promote inter-Arab economic 
cooperation, and the Middle East 
peace process. 

Increasing cooperation in tourism. 
Jordanian-Egyptian pow'er linkage 
projects and the employment of 
Egyptian workers in Jordan are other 
topics on the meeting's agenda. 

A joint technical committee which 
met in Cairo Iasi week prepared the 
agenda for the talks. This committee, 
co-chaired by Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Supply Hani Mulki and the 
Egyptian Minister of Economy and 
International Cooperation Nuwal 
Talawj signed the agenda of subjects 
to be covered during the meeting. 

According to Dr. Mulki. the two 
sides initialed the final version of an 
agreement linking a power network 
between Jordan and Egypt and recom- 
mended that work be accelerated to 


supply Jordan with Egyptian natural 
gas. 

According to an Egyptian govern- 
ment official, rhe two countries are 
currently negotiating the most propi- 
tious route for the pipeline’s place- 
ment. 

Egypt has recently discovered huge 
gas reserves and can provide Jordan 
with sufficient gas to fulfil its needs, 

he added. 

A pipeline. 270 kilometres in length, 
will be placed across Lhe Sinai Penin- 
sula to Aqaba and is estimated to 
transport 200 million cubic feet of gas 
daily, beginning the year 2001 and 
gradually increasing to 400 million 
cubic feet daily in order to meet 
industrial needs in the Kingdom. 

According to Dr. Mulki. the com- 
mittee recommended signing an exec- 
utive programme for the Jordanian- 
Egyptian agreements on culture, edu- 
cation. scientific research, tourism, 
youth and sports over the next four 
years. 

The comm irree also recommended 
that the two countries endorse current 
measures regarding the entry of 
Egyptian workers into Jordan, accord- 
ing to Dr. Mulki. 

He voiced satisfaction with the level 
of coordination between the chambers 


of industry and trade in the two coun- 
tries. which, he said, would further 
enhance the private sector’s role in 
economic development. 

The total volume of trade between 
Egypt and Jordan in 199b was esti- 
mated at 140 million Egyptian pounds, 
and the two countries currently hold 
equal shares in 139 joint projects 
which include chemical, industrial 
and tourist-related projects along with 
those related to construction material. 
Dr. Mulki affirmed. 

The technical committee reviewed 
existing trade exchanges between the 
rwo countries and endorsed a special 
agreement on investment protection. 

The technical committee also stud- 
ied issues related to telecommunica- 
tions and land transport as well as 
prospects for exempting transport 
vehicles from taxes and entry fees. 

Dr. Majali’s accompanying delega- 
tion includes ministers of transport 
and telecommunications, education 
and higher education, industry, trade 
and supply, culture and youth, labour, 
energy and mineral resources, tourism 
and antiquities and the chairman of 
the Jordanian Businessmen's Assoc i a- 


Social-Democrats launch campaign to 
‘reinstate channels of communication 5 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Tima Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Expressing 
concern over an "increasing 
loss of trust in the electoral 
process as a real instrument 
for change,” the Social- 
Democrats of the Jordanian 
Unionist Democratic Party 
(JUDP) yesterday launched 
a campaign to “reinstate 
channels of communication 
between the government 
and the public." 

"We are sounding the 
alarm,” JUDP President 
Issa Madanat Saturday stat- 
ed during a press confer- 
ence, warning the govern- 
ment against the dangers of 
“not [initiating] a real and 
transparent dialogue with 
the people.” 

In an open communique 
dispatched to the govern- 
ment, union representa- 
tives. professional associa- 
tions. political parties and 
the press, the Social- 
Democrats requisitioned 
"informal extraordinary 
Parliament sessions to 
restore people’s trust in the 
democratisation process 
and promote participation 
in the upcoming general 
elections." 

Describing the “general 
mood" of the Jordanian 
public as "demoralised." 
Mr. Madanat and other 
JUDP leaders urged the 


government to "freeze” 
some articles of the newly- 
introduced temporary Press 
and Publication* Law, in 
order to allow “freer elec- 
toral campaigns." 

"The Press and Publica- 
tions Law [has already been 
promulgated] and lirtle can 
be done now, however we 
can still mobilise people to 
pressure the government 
not to strictly apply the new 
regulations until a new Par- 
liament has convened,” for- 
mer Minister of Labour 
Mustafa Shneikat stated. 

Controversial amend- 
ments introduced in May to 
the 1993 Press and Publica- 
tions Law increased restric- 
tions on issues deemed Fit 
for publication, raised fines 
for legal violations, and 
empowered courts to sus- 
pend publication of any 
paper found to be in viola- 
tion of the law. These 
amendments drew strong 
condemnation from 

international groups con- 
cerned with press freedoms. 

The opposition describes 
these new regulations, 
whose introduction coin- 
cided with preparations for 
this autumn’s elections, as 
potentially narrowing 
opportunities for effective 
campaigning for those can- 
didates who do not benefit 
from strong tribal support. 

Together with Messrs. 


Seminar encourages 
domestic tourism 


PETRA f Petra j — A seminar bolstering domestic tourism, held in 
Petra Saturday, called for close cooperation between public and pri- 
vate sectors in amending legislation and regulations in order to allo- 
cate a greater tourist role to the privaie sector. 

The meeting, organised by the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities 
in conjunction with tourist and travel agencies and various Jordanian 
universities, emphasised comprehensive tourist development plans 
catering to international tourism requirements and encouraging focal 
institutions to finance tourist investment projects. 

Subsequent to the dose of the three-day meeting, a statement urged 
the Ministry of Education to include tourism courses in school cur- 
ricula and reschedule holidays for seasons of lesser tourism to the 
Kingdom. 

Seminar recommendations also included the establishment of uni- 
versity departments specialising in tourism and research studies 
focusing on the promotion of tourism in Jordan- 

The meeting advised the organisation of conferences and seminars 
to resolve problems currently facing the tourism industry. 

Meeting participants reviewed obstacles to domestic tourism such 
as costliness, hotel rates, and media campaigns to encourage visits to 
Jordanian archaeological and tourist sites. 

They also announced the creation of a Jordanian commission com- 
prising 1 8 tourist offices to stimulate domestic tourism. 

UJRS organising seminar 

AMMAN (J.T.i — Al Urdun AJ Jadid Research Centre t UJRS) will 
Monday open a seminar entitled "Women's involvement in .Arab pol- 
itics.” 

Over 100 women are scheduled to participate in the seminar, held 
under the patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor. 

Participants hail from Lebanon. Palestine. Yemen. Egypt, Tunisia. 
Algeria and Morocco and Jordan. Contributing researchers are arriv- 
ing from Norway. Sweden and the United States. 

The four-day seminar will cover wide-ranging issues related to 
Arab women's participation in parliamentary elections, political party 
involvement, civic institutions, and encouraging women to enter pol- 
itics in the Arab World. 

Participants will also discourse on the specific manifestation of 
these issues in their own countries, according to a UJRS statement. 

UJRS Director General Hani Horani will report on various aspects 
of women’s political participation in lhe Arab World during the open- 
ing session, the statement said. 


Madanat and Shakhanbeh. 
JUDP Secretary General 
Musa Ma’aiteh and Zarqa 
Deputy Bassiim Haddadin 
co-chaired the press confer- 
ence. 

When queried as to a pos- 
sible strategy for the 
upcoming elections. Mr. 
Madanat declined to dis- 
close the number of candi- 
dates his party intends to 
field, but a party source told 
the Jordan Times that five 
JUDP candidates are likely 
to compete for seats in the 
80-member Lower House. 

As for the long-awaited 
“progressive coalition.” for 
the last four months, the 
JUDP along with pan- Ara- 
bist A I Mu&iaqbal. led by 
Suleiman Arar, and former 
Prime Ministers Taher 
Masri and Ahmad Obeidat, 
have been engaged in 
intense discussions. 

Mr. Madanat faulted 
“some independents" for a 
current stalemate in negoti- 
ations. 

"We have already agreed 
on the political principles 
and the organisational 
aspects of the unification of 
our two parries with Mr. 
Arar.” Mr. Madanat told the 
Jordan Times, adding that 
"there are no problems 
whatsoever [impeding] the 
unification of our two par- 
ties (the JUDP and .AJ Mus- 
taqbal).” 


As for the third party 
involved in these negotia- 
tions. Mr. Madanat 
described Mr. Masri as 
"very enthusiastic.” 

Obstacles to the resolu- 
tion of rhe stalemate seem 
to hinge on Mr. Obeidat. 
who. according to Mr. 
Madanat, is also enthusias- 
tic. however might be 
stymied in cementing the 
coalition through rhe influ- 
ence of "some indepen- 
dents [surroundingl him." 

"As 1 understood from 
him personally, and from 
what others have told me. 
some independents around 
him [do not share his enthu- 
siasm]. and he is taking 
time to convince them, and 
w in them to our cause," Mr. 
Madanat stated. 

The Jordan Times learned 
that among these indepen- 
dent personalities there are 
former deputies and former 
ministers, as well as one 
prominent human rights 
activist. 

If finalised, the progres- 
sive alliance would be the 
third block to consolidate 
during the pre-eleciorui 
phase, after the nine centrist 
parties of the newly-estab- 
lished National Constitu- 
tional Party iNCP). and the 
leftists of the Jordanian 
Nationalist Democratic 
From tJNDFi. 
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EXHIBITIONS 


* Photography exhibition by Jan Kassay, at the French 
Cultural Centre, Jabal Weibdeh, until July 29. 

•Fifth exhibition of Korean products at the Amman 
International Motor Show, until July 7. 

♦Paintings by Ali Al Ghoul at Greater Amman Munic- 
ipality Cultural Department. Ras AJ 'Ain. until July 3 J. 

*"Silver Jewelry exhibition" at the Jordan Design and 
Trade Centre of Noor Al .Hussein Foundation, until Julv 
20 . 

*Karim Rasin's works at the Orient Gallerv, until Julv 

10 . 

* Paintings by contemporary Iraqi artists entitled 
“Ecology arid Environment in Iraqi Art" at the Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine Arts, until Julv 12 (except Tues- 
days). 

♦"Contemporary Arab Artists Exhibition." showing 
works of 60 Arab artists, at DaraiAl Funun, Jabal Weifc£ 
deh untfl July 24. 
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Blair calls for ‘reason’ 
over N. Ireland parade 


PORTADOWN (R) — Bri- 
tish Prime Minister Tony 
Blair said Saturday he want- 
ed reason to prevail in 
Northern Ireland as tension 
grew over a decision on the 
holding of a flashpoint Pro- 
testant Orange Order pa- 
rade. 

Mr. Blair, speaking in 
Britain, said the govern- 
ment was doing everything 
possible to reconcile the 
pro-British Orange Order 
and Catholic Irish Nationa- 
lists who want Sunday's 
march along the Garvaghy 
Road of Portadown banned. 

“The real hope and possi- 
bility exist for peace. I hope 
that the voice of reason can 
be heard in Northern Ire- 
land," said Mr. Blair, adding 
his voice to a chorus of 
appeals to avoid a repeat of 
last year’s upheaval caused 
by the same parade. 

British troops and local 
police in armoured jeeps 
threw a cordon around the 
southern town, where rival 
British and Irish flags flew 
as the authorities weighed 
whether to ban, permit or 
reroute the Sunday parade. 

The timing of the decision 
was not known but govern- 
ment sources said it was ex- 
pected by nightfall to allow 
maximum time for media- 
tion between the two sides. 

A Protestant cleric urged 
his faithful to accept what- 
ever decision is made and 
spare the province from vio- 
lence. 


“My prayer and my 
advice to the whole Orange 
Order is that whatever deci- 
sion is taken we have got to 
be peaceful and lawful and 
this country must not be 
plunged into the terrors of 
violence and bigotry and in- 
tolerance we saw last year,” 
the Reverend William 
Bingham told the BBC. 

Rev. Bingham, grand 
chaplain to the Orange Or- 
der, was speaking from Por- 
tadown, a mainly Protestant 
city some 60 kilometres 
south of Belfast. 

Northern Ireland Secre- 
tary Mo Mowlam appealed 
to order Saturday to “listen 
to the voices of reason” in a 
thinly-veiled message to the 
brotherhood to agree to re- 
route the parade and avoid 
province-wide violence it 
unleashed last year. 

But spokesmen for the 
order, a religously-based 
pro-British organisation, 
showed no sign of heeding 
her appeal and have refused 
contact with the Catholic 
residents of the Garvaghy 
Road area who say the 
parade is sectarian intimida- 
tion. 

There was no indication 
which way the decision, to 
be taken by police or Mis. 
Mowlam, would go but 
Protestants and Catholics 
were united in the fear that 
it would provoke violence. 

The Orange Order says 
the march is a birthright and 
that the rood belongs to the 


British monarch , not to 
those who live beside it, and 
that to bow to the residents’ 
wishes insults their religion, 
civil rights and British loy- 
alties. 

The parade has become a 
trial of strength between 
pro- British Protestants and 
pro-Irish Catholic Nationa- 
lists whose rival allegiances 
have split the province for 
seven decades. 

In the middle is the new 
Labour government of 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
which pledged after win- 
ning May 1 elections that 
the 60 per cent Protestant 
majority and 40 per cent 
Catholic minority would 
enjoy equal rights. 

The dispute is hanging 
over Anglo-Irish efforts to 
give a stalemated Northern 
Ireland peace process a new 
lease of life and persuade 
Catholic-backed Irish Re- 
publican Army (IRA) guer- 
rillas to call a halt to their 
war against British rule. 

Last year the march, 
known as Drumcree after 
the small Protestant church 
at which the Orange Order 
stops for prayers, erupted 
into days of rioting which 
shut down roads, the airport 
and towns and caused mil- 
lions of pounds of damage. 

Police at first banned the 
parade then bowed to 
Protestant rioting and let it 
go ahead, igniting Catholic 
fury instead. 


2 Britons taken hostage in Chechenya 


MOSCOW (Rl — Two 
British aid workers have 
been taken hostage in 
Russia's breakaway Che- 
chenya region, Interfax 
News Agency said Satur- 
day. 

The two, a married cou- 
ple. were seized Thursday 
night but they had not regis- 
tered with the authorities, 
who only found out Satur- 
day, the agency quoted 
Shamkhan Gagayev, an 
official from Chechenya's 
Interior Ministry as saying. 

They had arrived in the 
Chechen capital on June 2 
to work for the Grozny- 
based Centre for Peace and 
Development treating some 
of the children who suffered 
in 21 months of fighting 
between Chechen separa- 
tists and Russian troops. 

Adnan Adayev. deputy di- 
rector of the centre, told the 
agency that people in masks 
and armed with guns had ta- 
ken them overnight 

Mr. Gagayev, who heads 
the ministry's department 
dealing with kidnappings, 
said three people had been 
arrested Saturday morning 
in connection with the sei- 


zure. 

Two were the couple’s 
bodyguards, who allegedly 
did nothing to stop them 
being taken and did not 
inform police, and the third 
was the deputy director for 
the Centre for Child 
Rehabilitation. Mr. Gaga- 
yev said. 

Chechen Interior Minister 
Khazbek Makhasbev said he 
had no information on the 
reported seizure or any idea 
where the captives were 
being held, Interfax said. No 
one at the British embassy in 
Moscow was immediately 
available for comment. 

Gangs have regularly ta- 
ken hostages in Chechenya 
and demanded ransom since 
fighting with Russia ended 
last August. Interfax said 
several dozen people were 
currently being held, inclu- 
ding five Russian television 
journalists. 

The last foreign captive, 
an Austrian businessman, 
was freed after an operation 
by the Chechen authorities 
at the end of May, Interfax 
said. 

The separatist leaders of 
Chechenva, who success- 


fully fought off Russian 
troops sent to crush their 
independence bid, have 
pledged to do all they can to 
free the captives, who they 
say are taken by rogue 
groups of criminals. 

Chechen President Aslan 
Maskhadov has issued a 
decree saying hostage-tak- 
ers would face the" death 
penalty and their accom- 
plices would get 15 years in 
jail. 

The death penalty has 
been dropped from Russia’s 
new criminal code but Mr. 
Maskhadov has introduced 
elements of Islamic Sharia 
law in his mainly-Muslim 
region. 

More than 20 people have 
been charged by the Sharia 
courts with hostage-taking. 
Interfax said. 

Moscow, which signed a 
ceasefire last August and 
withdrew its last troops 
from Chechenya early this 
year, has sent delegates to 
try to secure the hostages' 
release. 

The authorities say money 
is only handed over for 
information as to the cap- 
tives' whereabouts. 


China steps up anti-Taiwan 
offensive with series of seminars 


BEIJING (AFP) — China 
has stepped up its political 
offensive against Taiwan 
following the Hong Kong 
handover with a series of 
seminars on the the “rejuve- 
nation of the Chinese na- 
tion.” a report said Satur- 
day. 

The first of the seminars 
was held recently in the city 
of Dongguan. in southern 
Guangdong province, gath- 
ering “70 scholars from the 
inland areas. Hong Kong, 
Macao and Taiwan," the 
official Xinhua News 
Agency said. 

A series of similar meet- 
ings will take place over the 
next few weeks, ahead of 
the October meeting of the 
15th National People's 
Congress iNPC). China's 
rubber-stamp parliament. 

"The homecoming of 
Hong Kong is an important 
and historic step in the long 
journey toward China’s re- 
unification and national re- 
juvenation." said Qian Wei- 
chang. chairman of the Chi- 
na Council for Promoting 
Peaceful Reunification. 

"The Taiwan authorities 
should follow the trend of 
development and stop en- 
gaging in activities to create 
*two Chinas' and 'one Chi- 
na. one Taiwan'," Mr. Qian 
was quoted as telling the 
Dongguan conference. 

“It is a common aspiration 
of all Chinese people ... to 


resolve the questions of 
Hong Kong. Macao and 
Taiwan," Mr. Qian added, 
just days after the former 
British colony's return to 
Chinese rule. 

Since the handover of 
sovereignty at midnight 
Monday. China has stepped 
up pressure on Taiwan, 
which it wants to integrate 
under the same “one coun- 
try. two systems” formula, 
which Hong Kong is now 
ruled by. 

Beijing has regarded 
Taiwan as a rebel province 
since the end of a civil war 
in 1949. when Kuomintang 
forces fled to the island 
after defeat at the hands of 
Mao Tselong's Commu- 
nists. 

Taipei has pursued a vig- 
orous campaign for interna- 
tional recognition, which 
Beijing views as a concert- 
ed drive towards formal 
independence- 

On Tuesday, Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin 
urged Taiwan to take “con- 
crete steps” 10 reunify with 
China after presiding over 
handover ceremonies in 
Hong Kong. 

“Macau will come back 
soon and the promising 
prospect of a complete na- 
tional reunification and all- 
round rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation is now in 
sight." Mr. Jiang told an 
80.900-strong rally in 


Beijing. 

China will resume control 
over the Portuguese territo- 
ry of Macau in 1999. 

“Hong Kong will set an 
example for the smooth 
return of Macau and for a 
final solution to the Taiwan 
question.” he said in a 
speech broadcast live na- 
tionwide. 

“We hope that the Taiwan 
authorities will ... truly 
return to the ‘one China* 
position and take concrete 
steps towards the develop- 
ment of cross-straits rela- 
tions and to the complete 
reunification of the coun- 
try." he said. 

Mr. Jiang's comments 
were run again on the front 
page of the People's Daily 
here Saturday. 

But Wednesday. Taiwa- 
nese President Lee Teng- 
Hui rejected the “one coun- 
try, two systems” formula 
as a basis for reunification 
but renewed his offer to 
visit Beijing for talks. 

“The ‘one country, two 
systems’ model won't work. 
It never happened before 
that a Communist or Socia- 
list system coexisted with 
democracy.” Mr, Lee said in 
an hour-long interview with 
AFP Chairman Jean Miot. 



Cambodian soldiers loyal to Second Prime Minister Hun Sen sit on top of an armoured personnel carrier on a 
Phnom Penh street Saturday. Forces loyal to Cambodia’s co-premiers Prince Norodom Ranariddh and Mr. Hun 
Sen clashed Saturday on the outskirts of Phnom Penh after a long feud over power sharing and how to resolve the 
Khmer Rouge issue (Reuter photo) 


U.S. spacecraft beams back Martian landscape photos 


PASADENA (R) — The 
dramatic features of the 
Martian landscape and sky 
were captured in spectacu- 
lar fashion by the spacecraft 
Pathfinder Friday, hours 
after it made an historic 
landing in Mars' vast Ares 
Vallis region. 

Excited scientists planned 
an intensive study of the 
photographs after more 
were beamed down by the 
Pathfinder landing vehicle. 

The pictures, the first 
transmitted to Earth in 21 
years, since the 1976 Viking 
mission, showed a reddish- 
brown. desert-like, rock- 
strewn surface with hills in 
the background set against a 
reddish-brown Martian sky. 

The vast array of rocks, 
large and small, in the 
immediate vicinity of the 
spacecraft prompted project 
scientist' Matt Golombek to 
say at a briefing late Friday: 
“There arc many wondrous 
things to see and many 
wondrous things to do." The 
salmon-coloured sky. he 
said, appeared to have been 
caused by red dust kicked 
up from the surface by the 
Martian winds. 


Mr. Golombek said once 
the Mors rover known as 
Sojourner got onto the sur- 
face it probably would not 
travel more than about 10 to 
20 metres because of the 
rich harvest of rocks in the 
area- 

Oiily one glitch clouded 
an otherwise picture-perfect 
day, in which Pathfinder's 
pinpoint landing exceeded 
the most optimistic expecta- 
tions of the crew. Friday 
evening’s photo session 
showed that two of the 
airbags that cushioned the 
craft's landing had not fully 
retracted and were intruding 
on the pad on which the 
rover was sitting. 

Rover scientists feared 
that the protruding airbags 
would prevent ramps, which 
the rover would use to reach 
the surface , from being 
deployed. Scientists in mis- 
sion control at the Jet Pro- 
pulsion Laboratory in Pasa- 
dena ordered the spacecraft 
to raise the pad under which 
the airbags were supposed 
to rest, and retract the 
airbags more, which it did. 

A command was then sent 
to deploy the front ramp. 


but plans to put the rover on 
the Martian surface late 
Friday night were scrapped. 
Rover manager Jake Mati- 
cevik said the rover proba- 
bly wouldn't leave the lan- 
der until about 7:30 p.ru. 
PDT Saturday (0230 GMT 
Suaday). 

He said the plans were for 
the rover to take a short 
stroll on the surface, making 
a right turn after leaving the 
ramp and looking at a near- 
by rock before shutting its 
systems down for the night. 

Mr. Maticevik also said 
computers on board the lan- 
der and the rover weren’t 
talking to each other — an 
essential element of the 
mission because commands 
to the rover are sent through 
the lander — bur added he 
was coofident the problem 
could be solved. 

The rover had been , pre- 
programmed and could 
cany out its photographic 
mission but would not be 
able to receive orders to 
analyse the contents of spe- 
cific rocks without commu- 
nicating with the lander, he 
added. 

Nevertheless, scientists 


said that landing on die red 
planet was a red letter day 
for the exploration of Mars. 

President Bill Clinton also 
hailed the achievement, say- 
ing, “our return to Mars 
today marls the beginning 
of a new era in the nation’s 
space exploration pro- 
gramme.” 

Pathfinder will be fol- 
lowed by four more landing 
craft and five orbiting space 
vehicles over die next eight 
years, culminating in a land- 
ing by a robotic craft that 
will collect rock and soil 
samples and return them to 
Earth for microscopic 
examination. Eventually; 
NASA hopes, there, will be a 
manned exploration of the 
planet 

A key goal of the eight- 
year project is to find out if 
life, even in its most primi- 
tive form, existed on Mars 
billions^ of years ago.- 

Pathf nder, although 

paving the way for future 
missions, is not taking part 
in the search for life. “This 
is a rock mission, not a life 
mission,” Mr. Golombek 
stressed. 


Serb hardliners gather support against Plavsic 


PALE (R) — Bosnian Serb 
Nationalists, closing ranks 
and claiming the .support of 
Vugosla\ ia. are confident 
they can remove their rebel- 
lious President Biljan 
Plavesic from power despite 
Western opposition. 

Sources ar a crisis session 
of the Bosnian Serb parlia- 
ment v.hich was due to con- 
tinue Saturday said control 
by hard-liners of the Cons- 
titutional Court, the Assem- 
bly. the government and the 
police would ensure Mrs. 
Plavsic's defeat. 

The Nationalist faction, 
allied to ex-prcsident and 
indicted v.-ar criminal Rado- 
van Karadzic, also claimed 
the backing of Serbian Pre- 
sident Slobodan Milosevic. 

The parliament began 
meeting near Mr. Karadzic's 


Pale stronghold Friday in 
defiance of an attempt by 
Mrs. Plavsic to disband it 
and hold general elections 
on Sept 1 . 

Senior officials of the rul- 
ing SDS parly brushed aside 
her allegations that corrup- 
tion involving Mr. Karadzic 
and slate-owned companies 
in the Bosnian Serb Repub- 
lic was being protected by 
the police. 

They claimed she violated 
her constitutional rights by 
trying dissolve parliament 
and suspend Police Chief 
Dragan Kijac. an important 
Karadzic loyalist. 

The display of hard-line 
unity made Mrs. Plavsic 
look isolated in her presi- 
dential seat of Banja Luka 
in northern Bosnia despite a 
show of support for her by- 


demonstrators Friday. 

Tm sorry this happened 
but crime must be stopped.” 
Mrs. Plavsic told them. 
“(War) victims did not fell 
for a state of thieves but for 
a state of honest people.” 

Mrs. Plavsic embarked on 
her conflict with the hard- 
liners a week ago when she 
tried to replace Mr. Kijac 
for refusing to investigate 
two suspect state companies 
involving Mr. Karadzic and 
his senior aide Momcilo 
Krajisnik. 

Defending himself in par- 
liament. Mr. Kijac claimed 
Mrs. Plavsic was the victim 
of foreign manipulation 
intended to harm the Bos- 
nian Serb Republic by dri- 
ving a wedge between her 
and the SDS leadership. 

The corruption charges 


against Mr. Karadzic were a 
smear intended to make his 
arrest on war crimes charges 
more acceptable to Serb 
public opinion, he added. 

SDS officials said before 
the parliament session that 
the Constitutional Court bad 
ruled against Mrs. Plavsic’s 
claim she had the right to 
disband parliament 

Mrs. Plavsic has so far 
had tentative support from 
international mediators who 
fear that her replacement by. 
a hard-line nominee would 
further complicate the slow- 
moving Bosnian peace 
process. 

But they have backed 
down-in the past when the 
hard-liners have ousted offi- 
cials regarded as being too 
conciliatory to the Wfest and 
the peace agreement. 


2 police officers, woman die in Kashmir attacks 


SRINAGAR i AFP« — Two police officers and a woman 
were killed in two separate grenade attacks Saturday by- 
Muslim separatists in the troubled northern Indian state of 
Kashmir, police said. 

The woman, a Muslim, died in Sopore. a separatists' 
stronghold 50 kilometres from Srinagar, when militants 
threw a grenade at an army patrol. 

Fourteen others, including three soldiers, were injured in 
the arrack. 

Meanwhile, two policemen died overnight in the northern 
district of Kupwura. when their patrol vehicle was attacked. 

Around 20.000 people have died in Indian-administered 
Kashmir since a campaign was launched against Indian rule 
in 19S9. The separatists demand independence or a mercer 
with Pakistan, which holds the northern third of the disput- 
ed territory-. 

Meanwhile. Two years after guerrillas kidnapped four 
Westerners in Kashmir, a separatist leader Friday stood 
before the hostages' relatives and pleaded with the ’militant 

abductors to “let their men go.” 

L'mar Farooq. chairman of Kashmir's ail ponies Hurriyar 
i Freedom 1 conference, issued rhe appeal during weekly 
prayers in the main mosque of Srinagar, the biggest city ia 
the Kashmir Valley. 

"Two years ago on this day an unfortunate incident hap- 
pened in Kashmir. Al-Faran abducted six Western tourists.” 
Mr. Farce .j told worshippers in the 400-year-old Jamia 
Masjid mosque. 

Among the listeners were the wives of two of the 
hostages. American Donald Hutchings and Briton Keith 
Mangan. and the sister of a third. Germany's Dirk Hasert. 
who sat among Kashmiri women with their heads veiled. 

"One escaped, another was beheaded. This is not what 


Islam teaches,” said Mr. Farooq, who is the mosque's chief 
priest. 

His father was killed in 1 990 in an incident fhqr helped sec 
off the separatist revolt. 

“I strongly appeal to Al-Faran. if they have sane sympathy 
for Kashmiris and Kashmir's freedom struggle, to let their 
men go.” he sakl. pointing to the three Western women. 

On July 4. 1995. Americans Donald Hutchings and John 
Childs and Britons Paul Wells and Keith Mangan were kid- 
napped by Al-Faran militants while trekking in Lidderwat, 
115 kilometres from Srinagar, summer capital of India's 
Jammu and Kashmir state. 

Four days later. Mr. Childs sneaked away to safety in a 
pine forest. On the same day. the captors abducted Dirk 
Hasert and Norwegian Hans Christian Ostzoe. Mr. Ostroe 
was later beheaded. 

Julie Mangan. Mr. Hutchings' wife Jane Schelly and Mr. ; 
Hasert ’s sister Birgit were dressed in “Salwnr Kameez,” a 
loose cotton tunic over trousers that is widely worn in 
Kashmir. Pakistan and northern India. 

After the prayers, the three women tied yellow ribbons to 
the gate of the nearby Dastagir Sahib Shrine. 

Kashmiri Muslims commonly tie threads to the gates of 
shrines in hope of receiving blessings and having' their 
needs fulfilled. 

“I wish my prayer is answered today,” -Ms. Schelly said. 

Earlier Friday, Mrs. Mangan and Mrs. Hasett tied yellow 
ribbuns around a pine tree on the sprawling lawns of the 
deserted All Saints Church in Sri nagar . 

“j still remember you Keith.” Mrs. Mangan whispered 
v. hilc tying tire ribbon. ‘T still wait for you.” _ 

Mrs. Mangan was with ber husband when he was cap- 
tured but the separatist militants let her go. 


continues in 
Cambodian 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Fighting continued ■ in 
Phnom Penh between rival 
Cambodian, government 
troops as darkness, fell 
Saturday alter the country’s 
powerful second prime mi- 
nister entered a crackdown 
on “illegal troops” under his 
rival’s command. 

Fighting broke put after 
dusk near the well-fortified 
compound where top gener- 
als and officials loyal to 
First Prime Minister Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh, live 
dose to the city centre. 

Witnesses said -automatic 
rifles, rocket-propelled gre- 
nades and tanks were used 
as troops. loyal to Second 
Prime Minister Hun Sen 
moved into the area and for- 
ces loyal to Prince Rana- 
riddh counter-attacked. 

There were no reports of 
casualties among fee com- 
batants but streams of Civil- 
ians were leaving fee neigh- 
bourhood where the fight- 
ing was taking place. A 
Renters reporter saw one 
wounded woman. 

Intermittent explosions 
could be heard in the city 
centre, some five kilometres 
from the scene of fee fight- 
ing. 

The two prime ministers 
bead a deadlocked coalition 
government set up. after 
United Nations-run elec- 
tions in 1993. 

. A long-running row over 
power sharing between 
them has been inflamed in 
recent weeks by deep differ- 
ences overhow to deal with 
fee divided Khmer Rouge 
guerrilla groups. 

There were also reports of 
a clash between forces loyal 
to the rival prime ministers 
in northwestern Battam- 
bang province near fee bor- 
der wife T hailan d, Cambo- 
dian border officials said. 

Diplomats in Phnom Penh 
said there . were uncon- 
firmed reports of clashes 
elsewhere in fee country 
including southeastern Svay 
Rieng province. 

A general loyal to Prince 
Ranariddh said Mr. Hun 
Sen’s forces bad caponed 
more than 100 of his men. A 
radio station run by Prince 
Ranariddh’s FUNCINPEC 
party went off the air with- 
out explanation. 

Mr. Hun sen's troops 
blocked main thoroughfares 
in Phnom Penh and ar- 
moured personnel carriers 
were stationed at strategic 
locations around fee city. 

Earlier Saturday, troops 
loyal to the feuding prime 
ministers clashed near a 
base under Prince Rana- 
riddh’s control near Phnom 
Penh Airport Later in fee 
day there were reports of 
fresh clashes n eflr fee base. 

Travellers trying to get to 
Phnom Penh from Bangkok 
reported their flights were 
cancelled A Reuter photog- 
rapher said Royal Air Cam- 
bodge said flights would be 
cancelled Sunday as well. 

Mr. Him Sen said in a 
radio and television broad- 
cast earlier Saturday fern he 
bad to take action against 
what he described as illegal 
troops and weapons in order 
to maintain law and order. 

He said the fighting did 
not signal civil war. 

Neither of fee prime min- 
isters was in fee country 
Saturday. A Vietnamese of- 
ficial in Hanoi said Mr. Hon 
Sen was on vacation in 
Vietnam while an official of 
fee Cambodian embassy in 
Bangkok said fee prince was 
.visiting family in France. 

In Paris, a Cambodian 
embassy officials con- 
firmed that Prince Rana- 
riddh was in fee French cap- 
ital but could nor confirm a 
French television report that 
be was trying to cur short 
his stay to rearm home: 

On Monday, Mr. Hun Sen 
accnsed Prince Ranariddh's 
militar y co mmand ers of brin- 
ging defectors from fee 
Khmer Ronge guerrilla group 
. info Phnom P^b to boost his 

troop strength. He said he 
would use force to prevent 
any illegal troop buildiip. 

Prince Ranariddh denied 
the aedisation. 

A spokesman for Mr Hun 
Sen said Saturday's action 
.was taken against illegal 
Khmer Rouge forces and 
weapons in fee city. 
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Supporters of Albanian self-proclaimed King Leka 1 hold up a poster of the royal family during a Monarchists 1 
rally in the centre of Tirana Friday. The Monarchists, who accused police of firing into the crowd Thursday, vowed 
to hold a new peaceful protest later Friday and said King Leka would attend, but this time would not don his 
fatigues (Reuter photo) 

Critical Albanian election goes to run-off round 


TIRANA {Rt — Albania's 
general election, aimed at 
restoring order ro a country 
plucked from the edge of 
chaos, goes to a final round 
this weekend with the main 
question being the size of 
the victor) 1 by the opposi- 
tion Socialists. 

The Socialists inflicted 
heavy losses on President 
Salt Berisha's Democratic 
Party in the first round of 
Albania’s fourth election 
since die end of -45 years of 
hardline communism and 
hope ro win more Sunday in 
the 32 districts where no 
candidate got 50 per cent of 
the vote. 

Mr. Berisha. in power 
since 1992. has admitted 
defeat and says he will 
resign once a leftist govern- 
ment was installed. 

Two days before the run-; 
offs, election officials final- 
ly sent the list of second- 
round contests to European 
monitors in time to have 
ballots primed in Rome, but 
they provided no break- 
down of seats won by each 
party. 

Soldiers from a 7,000- 
strong international protec- 


tion force .staged a show of 
strength Friday, with a 
dozen vehicles parked out- 
side the election count 
headquarters to prevent a 
repeat of the shooting which 
erupted there at a 
Monarchist rally Thursday. 

The troops, led by an 
Ttalian contingent, cruised 
Tirana's streets to support 
Albanian police and ensure 
that a second Royalist rally- 
in central Skunderbeg 
Square stayed peaceful. 

Self-proclaimed King 
Leka 1 was there among 200 
supporters, but minus the 
battle fatigues and pistols he 
had on the previous day 
when one man was killed in 
the shooting. 

‘"A monarchy is the only 
way to crush communism.” 
shouted demonstrators, who 
alleged that the Socialists 
rigged a referendum lasr 
Sunday on restoring the 
monarchy. Partial results 
indicate voters rejected the 
monarchy by nearly two to 
one. 

Rival political parties 
traded charges of responsi- 
bility for Thursday's vio- 
lence. Socialist leader Fatos 


Nano said Albanians "had 
to disarm those few minds 
in Albanian politics thai 
remain armed.” 

Democrats said the 
Socialists were io blame for 
dithering on the appoint- 
ment of an interior minister 
this week and for mislead- 
ing statements about the 
outcome of the referendum. 

The main issue in 
Sunday's run-offs will be 
whether the Socialists and 
allied parties gain a two- 
thirds majority in the 155- 
seat assembly to enable 
them to amend post- 
Communist legislation. 

Early results gave 49 seats 
to the Socialists, to eight for 
Mr. Berisha 's Democrats, 
and they stand to win a fur- 
ther 20 seats in proportional 
voting for party lists. 

The election had been 
widely seen as judgement 
on Mr. Berisha’s years in 
power. Initially praised by 
the West for market 
reforms, he was later criti- 
cised for authoritarian mea- 
sures. 

Many Albanians blamed 
him for the collapse this 
year of four pyramid invest- 


ment schemes in which 
thousands of people had 
sunk (heir life savings. 
More than 1.500 people 
were killed in the ensuing 
violence across Europe's 
poorest country. 

Several Berisha stalwarts 
were defeated in the first 
round while others face 
tough run-off battles. With 
the south, focal point of the 
rebellion, voting solidly 
against the president, most 
contests are in the north of 
the 1 mountainous country. 

Furmer Democratic Prime 
Minister Alexander Meksi. 
ousted in March when the 
current multi-party govern- 
ment was appointed, faces a 
Socialist in Tirana and Ali 
Fatos Beja, a top Berisha 
adviser, is contesting anoth- 
er Tirana seat. 

In Kavaje. southwest of 
the capital, two veteran 
Democrats face second- 
round battles. Party leader 
Shehu Tritan takes on a 
member of the anti-Berisha 
Rightist Union while for- 
mer Interior Minister Halit 
Shamata is up against a 
Socialist. 


Karachi power corporation chief shot dead 

Bhutto’s husband, 18 others 
plead not guilty ip murder case 


JCARACHI < AFPV^-*Asif MZardari, husband of former 
Pakistkna-Pn^ BJiutto.and-IS others weit'for- 

niaOy-indicted ha ! e Saturday ibr involvement in the murder 
of Ms.Bburta's Murtaza. ? . 

At -S.ajuirr hearing forid in joS for security reasons, Mr. 
Zardari and the othescs Accused all pleaded not guilty after 
ah' indictment , was read out Reusing "them of conspiracy 
leading- to Mujtaza’S; kaSingT; - V - - . ■; 

.’The accused in tte1iigiily-pid>lidised case include police 
and . intelligence dffikdals- ■?£■= - .-aiuOTg; them . former 
Intelligence Bureau Chief Ma^dud Sharif and former City 
Police. Chief Sfrti^Siuidle. - ; : . " if:. V 
T^ie court; .headed Jjry Dfetiict .^and Sessions Judge 
Shuhnawaz Atvac, set the" &$al to J start on July 19 in 
Kareu^'s C^tzal-Prisop. - 

Muftaza, politically ember tesi^yea-. about three months 
befc^:Ms-B^b^w.Gustedfisjmj3^iwr,* ' r 
Leanicg on a stick tie cause ot- spinal- problems; Mr. 
Zardari told reporters afeerwards'1 amiinnocent.'': 

'rThey .ftf^ goyenuhertt^^have.^led me for no crime. 
They want to harass and mentally torture me, but J am not 
afraidiTJw saiA ■ ’■■ '? '• ' 

Mr.' Zardari was detEuhedfiWday .Ms. Bhutto was sacked 
in Ahmed Leghari for the 

aJI.eged rriisrule and coxriiptio^ of her government. 


KARACHI (AFP) — 
Unidentified gunmen Satur- 
day shot dead the head of 
the state-run Karachi Elec- 
tricity Supply Corporation 
(KE^Cl, Malik Shahid Ha- 
raid. in this troubled Pakis- 
tani city, police said. 

Mr. Hamid, a former 
home secretary 1 m the Sindh 
provincial government, was 
ambushed on his way to his 
office in an official car, they 
said. 

His driver and guard were 
also killed by shots from 
Kalashnikov assault rifles 
by gunmen in a car. the po- 
lice said. 

He was the first senior 
official to be killed in a cur- 
rent wave of violence in 
Pakistan's largest city, 
where according to police 
241 people, including 61 
political activists, have been 
killed in the past four 
months. 

The attack on Mr. Hamid 
in the Gizri Area came 
about 30 minutes after 
another ambush of a police 
mobile van only a few kilo- 
meters away in the Da- 
rakhsan seaside area, kil- 
ling two policemen and 
injuring another two, police 
said. 

It was unclear whether the 
two attacks involved the 
same gunmen. 


“These are acts of terror- 
ism,” a senior police official 
told AFP. as the daytime 
raids spread fear in the 
smart heavily-guarded dis- 
tricts, which have foreign 
consulates and residences 
of diplomats. 

Mr. Hamid became KESC 
chief in 1996 after previ- 
ously heading the provin- 


cial government home de- 
partment in southern Sindh 
since 1992 when para-mili- 
tary rangers cracked down 
on the powerful ethnic- 
based Mohajir Qaumi 
Movement (MQM ). 

Mr. Hamid, who belonged 
to Pakistan’s Central Punjab 
province, was a tough offi- 
cer and hard taskmaster. 


officials said. 

On Friday the Karachi po- 
lice chief, Malik Iqbal, 
termed the law and order 
situation alarming, but told 
a news conference the city's 
23.000-man police force 
would be able to control the 
violence. 

Mr. Iqbal did not explain 
factors underlying the 
unresL but officials have 
attributed the violence to 
tensions between the MQM 
and its splinter group and to 
terrorism and criminal ‘'ma- 
fias” operating in Karachi. 

MQM. representing the 
city's large settler Mohajir 
community of immigrants 
from India after the parti- 
tion of the sub-continent in 
1947. is a partner in Sindh’s 
ruling coalition, led by Pa- 
kistani Prime Minister Na- 
waz Sharif’s party. 

During former Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto’s 
rule in Pakistan from 1993 
until November 1996. more 
than 2.000 people were 
killed in Karachi in ethnic, 
religious and political vio- 
lence. 

MQM remained at logger- 
heads with Ms. Bhutto over 
alleged discrimination 
against the Mohajir commu- 
nity. blamed in turn by her 
for terrorism and violence in 
her home Sindh province. 


Most oil from Tokyo Bay spill cleaned up 


TOKYO (Rj — Japan’s coastguard said the 340 ships it 
mobilised to clean up the Tokyo Bay oil spill had recovered 
most of the slick but that it was not clear whether the oper- 
ation would be finished by the end Friday. 

“We have recovered a bulk of the oil spill,” a coastguard 
spokesman said. 

“We want to finish the operation today. But it is not clear 
whether we can finish it by the end of the today.” he said. 

The operation was picking up speed with the arrival of 
Japan’s foremost oil-cleaning ship, the Transport Ministry s 
3 ,500-tonne Seiryu-Maru, coastguard officials said. 

The Seirvu-Maru. with a capacity to suck up LOGO ronnes 
of a mixture of oil and seawater an hour, is leading the fleet 
of 340 ships, including coastguard patrol boats, fire-fighting 
ships, tugs, fishing boats and smaller oil-sucking vessels. 

The Japanese-operated supertanker Diamond Grace 


struck a well-marked undersea reef Wednesday, rupturing 
one of its 14 oil storage holds and spilling about 1,300 
tonnes of crude oil into Tokyo Bay. 

The 259.999 dead weight -tonne Panamanian -registered 
tanker, a Very Large Crude Carrier (VLCC). was carrying 
257.000 tonnes ofi :rude oil from the United Arab Emirates 
to a refinery in Kaw asaki, south of Tokyo. 

By Friday, what was one large oil slick had mixed with 
sea water and thinned out. h has broken up into three parts 
mostly between Kawasaki and Kimizu. cities on either end 
of the narrow neck of Tokyo Bay. the coastguard said. 

Captain Hidenori Tsunemaisu told coastguard investiga- 
tors he slowed down the ship to avoid colliding with anoth- 
er tanker and some fishing boats when his ship started drift- 
ing on the current and wi nd and scraped the clearly marked 
undersea reef, the coastguard spokesman said. 


Jet attacks by Taleban, opposition 
high li gh t Afghan power struggle 


KABUL (AFP i — Deadly 
air power was flexed again 
in the struggle between the 
Taleban and their nonhem 
rivals causing 95 casualties 
in raids this weekend, sour- 
ces said Saturday. 

In a night raid Friday, 
opposition jets dropped two 
bombs on the TaJeban-cun- 
irolled Kabul Airport, in 
which at least three military 
personnel were reported 
killed and two others were 
wounded. 

"One bomb exploded near 
the Air Force Political De- 
partment. the other a bii fur- 
ther away." Taleban guards 
told .AFP. 

They reported that Lhe 
runway was not damaged 
and the airport was func- 
tioning as normal. Both for- 
eign and Afghan civil air- 
craft use Kabul Airport as 
do Taleban jets and military 
helicopters. 

Pakistan, a traditional sup- 
porter of the Taleban gov- 
ernment. announced Satur- 
day it had "temporarily" 
recalled all diplomats and 
staff from its consulate in 
Mazar-i- Sharif in northern 
Afghanistan. 

Ethnic Uzbek General 
Abdul Malik informed Pa- 
kistan's consulate general 
he could "no longer guaran- 
tee security" for them in 
Mazar-i -Sharif and they be 
“temporarily withdrawn” 

1 Timor rebel 
killed, 14 
captured by 
Indonesians 

JAKARTA ( R > — One 
rebel was killed and 14 
captured after a shoot-out 
between Indonesian troops 
and armed guerrillas resist- 
ing Jakarta’s rule in the for- 
mer Portuguese colony of 
East Timor, the official An- 
tara news agency reported 
Saturday. 

East Timor army chief 
Colonel Slaraat Sidabutar 
was quoted as saying Fri- 
day the guerillas were fol- 
lowers of David Alex, 
believed to have been the 
second in command of 
about 200 rebels, who died 
after being captured on 
June 25. 

“We have captured 14 of 
about 20 (rebels) who are 
followers of David Alex at 
0925 hours. Thursday.” i 
Col. Sidabutar was quoted 
as saying. 

Some Indonesian news- 1 
paper reports published 
Saturday also quoted Col. 
Sidabutar as saying the 
clash occurred Wednesday. 
Army officials were not 
immediately available to 
explain the discrepancy. 

Col. Sidabutar stud the 
army, acting on a tip from 
locals, surrounded a rebel 
hideout near Curusa village 
in the Baucau regency, 
about 130 kilometres east 
of the capita] Dili. 

A shoot-out ensued and 
the rebels retreated to the 
forest. A soldier. Private 
First Class Rafael Dos 
Santos, was wounded in 
the clash. Col. Sidabutar 
said. 

Those arrested confessed 
to being members of Alex’s 
group, he added. 

The Indonesian military 
said Alex died on the oper- 
ating table at the Dili 
Military Hospital on June 
25. He had been shot twice 
after a firefight near Bau- 
cau. while five others were 
captured unharmed. 

Family members have 
questioned the circumstan- 
ces of his death because he 
was quickly buried by the 
military, without full notifi- 
cation and participation of 
the victim's Family. 

Alex was believed to 
have been fighting as part 
of Falintil, the armed wing 
of the East Timor pro-inde- 
pendence Fretilin move- 
ment which has opposed 
Jakarta's rule since the 
1975 invasion of the terri- 
tory by Indonesian forces. 

Indonesia annexed East 
Timor in 1976 and regards 
it as its 27th province. The 
United Nations has never 
recognised the move and 
still regards Portugal as the 
administering power. 


until security conditions 
improved. 

Fresh fighting broke out 
shortly after a senior Pa- 
kistani Foreign Office offi- 
cial. Iftikhur Murshid. who 
visited Mazar-i-Sharif last 
Tuesday on a mission to 
mediate between the war- 
ring sides, reported on his 
return to Islamabad that the 
two remained "far apart.” 

As arcs of scarlet anti-air- 
craft fire cut through the 
night sky Friday, seven in- 
candescent parachute flares 
were dropped by the lead 
jeL apparently to mark the 
target for the following sec- 
ond attacker. 

The bombers were be- 
lieved to have been Rus- 
sian-made Sukhoi SU-22 
jets flown from a northern 
air base under the joint con- 
trol of Gen. Malik and Com- 
mander Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

Mr, Masood heads the 
military wing of e.v -Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani’s government ousted 
from Kabul by the Islamic 
militia in September 1996: 
Mr. Rabbani. Gen. Malik 
and the Shiite Hezh-i- 
Wahdai faction compose the 
northern anii-Taleban al- 
liance. 

Friday night's jet attack 
came within minutes of a 
warning broadcast on a for- 
eign radio service by Gen. 


NEW DELHI iR) — Indian 
Prime Minister Jnder Ku- 
mar Gujral's Janata Dal 
Party split Saiurday but it 
posed no threat to his two- 
month-old coalition govern- 
ment. party sources said. 

Supporters of party Presi- 
dent LaJoo Prasad Yadav 
declared the formation of a 
breakaway group, which 
they named Rashtriya (Na- 
tional) Janata Dal. the sour- 
ces said. Mr. Yadav had Jed 
a boycott of the party's pre- 
sidential election ballot 
Thursday. 

The rebels of the Janata 
Dal, which heads India's ru- 
ling 15-party United Front 
Coalition, passed a resolu- 
tion after efforts by senior 
party leaders to avert a split 
failed. 

"Keeping in mind the 
mandate to promote social 
justice and secularism and 
to strengthen the country’s 
unity and integrity, this con- 
vention renames Janata Dal 
as the National Janata Dal," 
the resolution said. 

Mr. Yadav, chief minister 
of the populous eastern 
state of Bihar, alleged that 
the voter list in the election 
had been rigged in favour of 
his leadership challenger, 
Sharad Yadav, no relative of 


AMSTERDAM (R) — 

Greenpeace said Friday it 
planned fo expand rnro 
Southeast Asia and to in- 
crease pressure on the oil 
industry to cease further 
worldwide exploration. 

Delivering the organisa- 
tion’s 1996 Annual Report 
Executive Director TTiilo 
Bode said Greenpeace’s 
own development and suc- 
cesses were encouraging, 
but climate change and pri- 
mary forest destruction con- 
tinued largely unabated. 

Greenpeace would contin- 
ue to devote its attention to 
these two related problems, 
he said. 

He also said Greenpeace 
recognised the need to ex- 
pand its global presence 
with an office in Southeast 
Asra. in either Thailand or 
India. 

Greenpeace opened an 
office in Hong Kong last 
year in what it describes as 
a first step towards planting 
the organisation in China. 

“Greenpeace has to orga- 
nise globally,” Mr. Bode 
said. " 

The organisation hopes to 
match some of its successes 
in Latin America, such as in 
Argentina where its sup- 
porter base rose by 40,000 
last year. 

However, Mr. Bode ack- 


Malik's spokesman General 
Homayoon Fauzi. that 
opposition jets would target 
“military bases" in Kabul 
and other Talebun-eonrrol- 
led cities. 

The previous opposition 
jet attack on Kabul — also 
at night — came about three 
weeks ago. No mi linin' 
casualties" were reported but 
some civilian houses were 
believed to have been hit. 

Earlier Friday Taleban jeLs 
bombed Maimana. the capital 
of Gen. Malik’s western Far- 
iub province, where Taleban 
prisoners-of-war were report- 
edly among the huge num- 
bers killed and wounded. 

In a radio interview Gen. 
Fauzi told foreign joumal- 
isi* that 90 Taleban prison- 
ers were killed by Taleban 
jets. 

Among the wounded were 
said to be at least two high- 
tanking Islamic movement 
officials — former Taleban 
Foreign Minister Mullah 
Mohammad Ghaus. and 
Taleban Civil Aviation Mi- 
nister Muulavi Mohammad 
Mansoor. 

In the Taleban jet raid 
Gen. Fauzi claimed bombs 
exploded behind the main 
Maimana mosque at the 
time of congregational pra- 
yers. a hospital, and the cen- 
tral jail where a large num- 
ber of Muslim militants 
were interned. 


his but also a fellow low- 
caste leader. 

Results of Thursday's bal- 
loting are expected Sunday. 

Despite the s-plit Mr. Guj- 
ral's government remained 
secure as Mr. Yadav has an- 
nounced that his group 
would under no circum- 
stance withdraw support for 
Mr. Gujraf. 

Mr. LaJoo Yadav's differ- 
ences are mainly with for- 
mer Prime Minister H.D. 
Deve Gowda, who Mr. Ya- 
dav 's supporters say played 
an unfair role in an effort to 
dislodge their leader. 

Mr. Gujral has not pub- 
licly taken sides in the lead- 
ership battle and is believed 
to be neutral. 

"There is no danger to the 
government. If the prime 
minister is ever in trouble, 
then Laloo Yadav will be 
the first to jump up and help 
him." the parry president 
said Friday. 

Janata Dal has 45 law'- 
raakers in the 545-seat 
lower house. Lok Sabha. in 
which the United Front has 
an overall 178 members, 
most of whom belonging to 
regional groups or leftist 
allies. 

Mr. Yadav's support base 
is believed to be at least 1 6 


□owiedged the "move east" 
could nor be a simple ex- 
pansion of current activi- 
ties: it would necessitate 
new approaches suited to 
the cultural conditions. 

“This presents us with a 
new challenge: How to ex- 
port our successes to such 
regions, without making the 
mistake of dictating to peo- 
ple. of presuming we know 
best." Greenpeace said in 
its annual report. 

Mr. Bode suggested con- 
frontational tactics used in 
the West might not be suited 
to Southeast Asia and Chi- 
na. 

“We have to show these 
people we can help them," 
he said. 

However. Campaign Di- 
rector John Hinck said low- 
key demonstrations in such 
countries, by virtue of their 
rarity, could attract much 
more attention than in the 
West. 

"Confrontation has tended 
to be our best strategy." he 
said. 

One area where Green- 
peace expects some con- 
frontation. as well as dis- 
cussions. is in its strength- 
ened attack on the fossil 
fuels industries. 

-‘We'll have a particular 
focus on the oil compa- 
nies... We call for an imme- 


The release of prisoners- 
of-war is one of the key 
issues put forward by the 
Taleban as a precondition 
for a ceasefire. 

Thousands of Islamic mil- 
iums were captured in nor- 
thern Afghanistan last May 
when would-be ally Gen. 
Malik who defected to their 
side for four days, then 
joined forces again with 
Hezb-i-Wiihdui and turned 
on the Taleban. 

A military stalemate exists 
on the frontlines north uf 
Kabul, bin continued fight- 
ing is reported in northern 
Afghani sun where lhe 

opposition coalition is bat- 
tling the Taleban for control 
of Kunduz. 

The Iasi surviving contin- 
gents of Taleban in the north 
after Gen. Malik's return to 
the opposition alliance, are 
in Kunduz and Baghlan 
City 75 kilometres to the 
south. 

The Knnduz militants have 
not only steadfastly held-out 
against the opposition but 
also initiated infantry often - 
sives. In Baghlan the Talc- 
ban. have been taken under 
the protective custody of 
local Commander Bashir. 

Spokesmen for the north- 
ern alliance have said their 
programme was to “clean- 
up ihe north" and that no 
military moves were plan- 
ned against Kabul. 


members, and his support- 
ers put the figure at 24. 

The ruling coalition's life- 
breath is the Congress 
Party. India's oldest politi- 
cal machine, whose 140 de- 
puties offer make-or-break 
support to the government 
in an axis formed to keep 
out the Hindu Nationalists, 
who control 194 votes. 

Mr. Gujral became prime 
minister in April after the 
Congress forced Mr. Deve 
Gowda's government to fail 
and renewed support to the 
coalition on condition it 
changed its leader. 

Mr. LaJoo Yadav is also 
embroiled in a $2S0-million 
“fodder" scandal, in which 
the Central Bureau of In- 
vestigation 1 CBI 1 has in- 
dicted him among 56 politi- 
cians and officials named in 
alleged embezzlement of 
state animal welfare funds. 

Mr. Yadav says be is inno- 
cent. and alleges that the 
CBI is helping his political 
rivals. He has refused to 
resign as Bihar’s chief min- 
ister and face trial on cor- 
ruption charges. 

Senior Janata Dal leaders 
have been worried by the 
loss of image which is be- 
lieved to have resulted from 
the scandal. 


diate hah to exploration of 
coal and oil and to replace 
fossil fuels with renewable 
energy." Mr. Hinck said. 

He acknowledged Green- 
peace’s aims were ambi- 
tious. 

"It’s an enormous under- 
taking. (Fossil fuel compa- 
nies) are among the most 
powerful the world has ever 
known.” he said. 

Greenpeace said it has 
already had discussions 
with senior management of 
oil giani Royal Dutch/Shell 
RD.Asshel L.. but while 
Shell appeared to recognise 
the issue of global warm- 
ing. Greenpeace said it had 
secured no commitment to 
downscale exploration acti- 
vities. 

"Shell's corporate plan 
continues to allow them to 
find every last barrel of oil 
in the world and in bum it.” 
Mr. Hinck said. 

Despite a worsening envi- 
ronmental picture in 1996, 
Greenpeace said it had 
achieved a number of ad- 
vances with its campaigns 
and particularly welcomed 
the signing in September 
1996 of the comprehensive 
test ban treaty by the five 
main nuclear powers. 


Greenpeace to push into 
Asia and oppose oil growth 


Indian premier’s party splits; 
rebels launch new group 
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Hittin bells ring in July 

WHILE THE fourth of July is generally recog- 
nised throughout the world as United States inde- 
pendence day, the Arabs rarely mark that date. 
On Saturday, July 4th. 1187, Muslim forces com- 
manded by Sultan Salaheddin defeated the 
Crusader army at the Battle of Hittin or “the 
Homs of Hittin,” two small hillocks on the plain 
west of Lake Tiberias. The Muslims were fresh 
and rested and well-placed in defensive positions. 
The Crusader troops, which outnumbered the 
Muslims, were exhausted after a forced march 
and were ordered to attack by incompetent offi- 
cers. 

For the Crusaders, who were commemorating 
the fourth as the “Feast of SL Martin,” this disas- 
ter was the beginning of the end of their domina- 
tion of Palestine and the Levant coast. The 
Muslim victory precipitated the expulsion of the 
Crusaders from Palestine and the liberation of A1 
Quds. The Battle of Hittin 810 years ago was a 
battle from which Western Christendom never 
recovered. Within three months the whole of the 
Levant coast, from Beirut to Gaza, was in the 
hands of Salaheddin. The Battle of Hittin was a 
major turning point in the history of the Middle 
EasL 

On the 5th Salaheddin took the nearby castle of 
Tiberias. And on Wednesday the 8th he captured 
Acca and performed Friday prayers in the 
mosque which the Crusaders had converted into a 
church. 

But these deeds did not equal his capture of A1 
Quds on October 2nd, which coincided with the 
27th of Rajab, AI Leilat A1 Miraj, when the 
Prophet Mohammed made his mystical pilgrim- 
age to heaven from the mount of the Holy City. 

Nothing became Salaheddin as did his merciful 
treatment of the Crusaders residing in the city. In 
spite of their duplicity and refusal to honour their 
commitments, they were allowed to depart in 
peace. They had shown no mercy to the Muslims 
and the Orthodox Christians when they con- 
quered the city in 1099. While the European 
Roman Catholic Crusaders had slaughtered the 
Muslims and persecuted and expelled the native 
Orthodox Christians, the Muslims encouraged 
them to return where they were granted their 
rights in full, creating a pluralistic partnership 
which endures today to face the new crusade 
waged against the Arabs in Palestine and else- 
where. The Netanyahu government should be 
□w are of history. It has to ask itself the question of 
w hether it wants to be the leader of this crusade, 
which it might also lead on behalf of those 
Western Christians who are still smarting from 
their defeat at the “Homs of Hittin.” 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


NOW THAT Saudi Arabia. Egypt and other Arab states 
have expressed the intention to boycott the Doha eco- 
nomic summit, it is perhaps in the interest of the Arab 
countries in general and Qatar, the host country, in par- 
ticular to postpone, if not cancel, the meeting which 
•-\a*» scheduled for November this year, said Mahmoud 
Rimav.i. a writer for AI Ra’i Saturday. The Qatari lead- 
er-. have he.ird the United Stales demanding that Israel 
be in 1 , ited. like other Arab states, to arrend the Doha 
summit, and Qatar has subsequently consented, send- 
me in\ it at ion., ir» all states which had attended the pre- 
’.iotis three summits, noted the writer. Bui it is clear 
that imiiine Israel under the present circumstances, in 
v.hien the Jewish state maintains its repressixe actions 
acain-t the Palestinians and scoffs at the peace accords, 
i- hi iund to further deepen splits among Arab countries, 
he pointed out. I; is clear that Qatar wants the summit 
participants to discuss economic development in the 
region, but such dc-clopinent requires stability, securi- 
ty and peace, something which is lacking at the 
moment because of Israel's policies, he added. The 
writer said that Qatar wu> persuaded to organise the 
summit because it was told that it would be part of the 
peace process, but that process has been dead for some 
time, thanks to the Netanyahu government's policies 
and its continued occupation of Arab territories, said 
the writer. He suggested that Qatar freeze the summit 
until circumstances ullo'A the Arab states to attend it. 

FOREIGN INVESTMENT in Jordan was the focus of 
attention ofu writer for AI Dustour who expressed the 
view that Jordanians investments are more sustainable 
and more beneficial for the country. Mohammad 
Daoud said that while Jordan welcomes foreign 
investors who bring in capital for the various projects, 
one must realise that under the present laws, which give 
incentives to the foreigners, capital and profit might fly 
out at any moment, at the appearance of any sign of dis- 
satisfaction or tension in the region. It is true that many 
Jordanians are discouraged from investing in projects 
and prefer to keep their savings Ln the banks or take 
them abroad for safety, but this situation is the result of 
paM experiences, when the shareholding companies 
were mismanaged, leading in collapse or heavy losses, 
he noted. The writer said national capital is more like- 
ly to grow if it is we!! managed and if shareholding 
companies are free from corruption. He said that sav- 
ings by Jordanians should be encouraged in the direc- 
tion of income -generating projects; and if these are 
successful, major capital holders will be encouraged to 
return their huge capital to Jordan for local investment. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


Dr, Fahed Fanek 


Growing GDP and dropping living 
standards are not incompatible 


THERE IS a structural phenomenon that should be 
comprehended and taken into account as a condition for 
understanding the social consequences of the economic 
adjustment programme. The phenomenon is that a high 
rate of growth of the gross domestic product (GDP) 
does not necessarily mean a corresponding improve- 
ment in the population's standard of living. 

It is quite possible that the GDP experience a real 
growth rate of 5.6 per cent in a given year, while the 
standard of living, measured by the volume of private 
consumption, drops by 4.6 per cent, in the same year, 
something that happened in 1993. for example, reflect- 
ing a 10 percent gap. 

This extraordinary phenomenon could not be 
explained by the high population growth rate alone. 
This growth is responsible for only 3 percentage poinrs. 

The question is why does the per capita private con- 
sumption, in real terms, decline in a period when the 
annual economic growth rate ranges between 5.2 per 
cent 11996). and 8.1 per cent 11994). and the average 
growth rate during ten years. J 993-2002. is 63 per cent, 
according to the estimates and forecasts of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF)? 

The answer to this puzzle is that the implementation 
of an economic adjustment programme inevitably leads 
to a set of desired structural changes in the allocation of 
resources, including curbing private consumption. This 
is what is usually labelled as austerity’ or compulsory 
saving. 

The" economic adjustment programme aims at reduc- 
ing private consumption from 71.3 per cent of GDP in 
JW3 to 57. J per cent in 2002. This means that eco- 


nomic growth does not necessarily result in a higher 
standard of living. Such growth may be accompanied 
by a lower share of private consumption. The resources 
are thus diverted to other purposes, such as the accom- 
modation of population grovgjfb,, capital formation and 
foreign debt repayment. 

If everything goes according' to the programme, pri- 
vate savings will triple from 5.9 per cent of the GDP in 
1993 to 18.1 per cent in 2002. This saving is not all vol- 
untary: part of it will come about due to higher indirect 
taxes which reduce the purcbasfeg power. The proceeds 
of the extra taxes go to repay public debt or government 
investment ■ 

If the scenario of reform com6 true, as planned by the 
current IMF economic adjustment programme, the 
GDP will rise during the coming six years, 1997-2002, 
by an annual average of 6.5 pef’cent while the standard 
of living will improve by 0.5 percent only, 3 percentage 
points will be taken by population growth and 3 per- 
centage points will go to savings, which, in turn, will be 
used to finance capital formation and/or debt retire- 
ment. 1 

Economic reform and overcoming the indebtedness 
crisis have a social cost The false prosperity in the 
eighties, which was financed by borrowing, is being 
paid for in the nineties. This is a compulsory but justi- 
fied sacrifice. There is light at die end of the tunnel. 

People complain that their standard of living is declin- 
ing, while our officials claim that the national economy 
is healthy and growing. Both aft right. If one doubts the 
truth in these contradicting claims, then perhaps this 
column would help them. 


Mexico: The search for a Gorbachev 


By G wynne Dyer 

ON SUNDAY, for the first 
time since 1929. the 
Institutional Revolutionary 
Party (PR1) will lose con- 
trol of the lower house of 
the Mexican Congress. In a 
parallel mayoral election in 
Mexico City, it is likely to 
lose control of the capital 
city as well. And then we 
shall find out what 
President Ernesto Zedillo 
Ponce de Leon is really 
made of. 

Zedillo is the 'mild-man- 
nered accountant’ who was 
catapulted into the 
Mexican presidency when 
the candidate whose cam- 
paign he was managing. 
Luis Donaido Colosio. was 
assassinated in 1 994. Now. 
almost half-way through 
his six-year term, he has 
shown himself a tough, 
capable manager in restor- 
ing Mexico's credit and its 
battered economy. But 
Zedillo has yet to prove 
that he is what Mexico real- 
ly needs: a Gorbachev. 

Ten years ago. any com- 
parison between Mexico 
and the old Soviet Union 
would have seemed ludi- 
crous: what has a global 
superpower got in common 
with a Latin American one- 
party state, even a very big 
one? But those who used to 
call the Soviet Union “the 
Third World with rockets'" 
had a point, and now the 
analogy seems quite rea- 
sonable. 

Now. stripped of its 
empire. Russia is a country 
of only 150 million people, 
half of them living on or 
below the poverty line. 
Perhaps two-thirds of 
Mexico's 103 million peo- 
ple live in similar circum- 
stances. and the average 
level of education is cer- 
tainly lower. But the prime 
task for both countries is 
the same: managing the 
transition from a gencra- 
tions-old system of tyranny 
to a modem democratic 


society. 

The old Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union con- 
trolled every aspect of life 
in that vast domain for 74 
years. The PRI, though it 
lacked the rigid dogmas 
and disciplines of high-tide 
Communism, has con- 
trolled every' aspect of 
Mexican life for almost as 
long. 

The PRI became 
Mexico's ruling party in 
1929. after two decades of 
revolution and civil war, 
and it held the presidency, 
both houses of Congress, 
and all 31 state governor- 
ships until 1989. It was 
such an efficient power 
machine that Peruvian nov- 
elist Mario Vargas Llosa 
once called it "the perfect 
dictatorship." 

Opposition parties were 
legalised in the 70s, but the 
PRI’s proven formula of 
corruption, fraud and total 
control of the media kept 
the forces of change ai bay. 
When Cuauhtemoc 

Cardenas of the left-wing 
Party of the Democratic 
Revolution (PRD) seemed 
to be winning the 1988 
presidential election, the 
computers "crashed” until 
the count could be adjusted 
in favour of the PRI candi- 
date. Even now. only four 
state governors belong to 
the opposition. 

But Mexico has changed. 
It has joined the global 
economy, a third of its pop- 
ulation has middle-class 
income* and expectations, 
and its mass media have 
opened up to the world. 
The oid sy stem is no longer 
sustainable, and the ques- 
tion is whether the transi- 
tion can be achieved with- 
out massive violence and 
collapse. 

Many doubt iL Last year 
Mexican writer Carlos 
Monti vais wrote: “This is 
the gravest moment in 
Mexico that I can remem- 
ber. Tee government does- 
n’t have any credibility, nor 


do the political parties. The 
economy is in disarray. 
Dependence on the United 
States is extraordinary. 
There is guerrilla violence 
in several states. There is 
discouragement, there is 
fear." 

Not much of this has 
changed in the past year. 
The economy is still crawl- 
ing out of the hole it fell 
into after a mismanaged 
devaluation in late 1994 led 
to a halving of the peso’s 
value and a general finan- 
cial meltdown. Inflation is 
now falling and economic 
growth has resumed, but 
millions are still unem- 
ployed. 

The guerrillas, few in 
number but adroit in their 
use of the media, have sus- 
pended operations during 
the election, but they have 
not gone away. Last August 
737 of Mexico's senior 
police officers, 17 per cent 
of the total, were dismissed 
because they lacked “the 
required ethical profile’*, 
but the other four-fifths of 
corrupt senior policemen 
still have their jobs. There 
has been much talk of 
change, but little change — 
except in the electoral sys- 
tem. 

The strongest evidence 
that Zedillo is a closet 
Gorbachev is what has hap- 
pened to Mexican electoral 
law since his election. 

First. Zedillo pushed 
through a law granting all 
Mexican political parties 
generous campaign fund- 
ing tied to their share of the 
popular vote in the last 
election. Previously, the 
only party with money was 
PRI. but now it's a much 
more equal race: PRI has 
$112 million for the cam- 
paign. but the conservative 
National Action Party 
(PAN) has S66 million, and 
the PRD has $49 million. 

And for the first time in 
modern history, Zedillo is 
letting the mayor of 
Mexico Citv (which con- 


tains one-fifth of Mexico’s 
j^qpularion and over half its 
* money) be elected by popu- 
lar vote. He cannot serious- 
Jjlf believe that die PRI will 
win that election — which 
Suggests that he does 
understand the need to dis- 
mantle the power monop- 
oly of his own party in the 
broader national interest. 

What will actually hap- 
pen in the vote tins 
Sunday? The mi will 
almost certainly lose its 
existing majority (302 out 
of 500 seats) in the lower 
house of Congress. This 
will transform Mexico's 
entrenched political psy- 
chology of despair in a sin- 
gle stroke. 

: It will not make the coun- 
try ungovernable, however, 
“because the conservative 
TAN broadly supports 
Zedillo’s free-market 
reforms. PAN President 
Felipe Calderon has made 
it clear that he is open to a 
PAN -PRI alliance or coali- 
tion in Congress. 

PRD leader Cuauhtemoc 
Cardenas, cheated of victo- 
ry in the 1988 presidential 
election, will certainly 
become mayor of Mexico 
Gty. That will put him in 
an ideal high-profile posi- 
ion from which to make 
another run at the presiden- 
cy in 2000. And then, if he 
wins, the PRI will finally 
have lost power — with, 
even less violence than 
attended the end of 
' Communist power in the 
i$$d Soviet Union. 

' If Zedillo really is the 
“transitional leader” 
Mexico needs, then he can 
expect little thanks in the 
' short term. They are not 
putting up statues in grati- 
tude to Mikhail Gorbachev 
in Russia. They haven’t 
even pul up any statues yet 
to Adolfo Suarez, the man 
who managed the transition 
from fascism to democracy 
in Spain. But it is one of the 
greatest services a man can 
do for his country. 



Defactonomics 


tempo of economic 
liberalisation need 
to be kept up 


By Dr-Tayseer 
Abdel Jaber 

IT IS quite encouraging 
to note that the 
Jordanian government 
has- taken, .tor the last 
two months, dear eco- 
nomic measures to fur- 
ther liberalise theecono- 
my. Until early 1990s. 
we used to claim that 
Jorthur was the most lib- 
eral economy in the 
region. However, things 
are changing very fast m 
neighbouring countries 
which, all, aim at 
improving their compet- 
itiveness, especially in 
attracting foreign invest- 
ments. Egypt, Israel, 
Lebanon, m particular, 
and to a certain extent 
Syria, have been on the 
move to speedily liber- 
alise their economies 
and investment climate. 

Hie delay in introduc- 
ing more, liberal mea- 
sures had adversely 
affected Jordan's com- 
petitiveness. Previous 
governments were more 
concerned with other 
immediate issues, such 
as the peace process, the 
sales tax law and parlia- 
mentary elections. 
Moreover, the mood was 
influenced by traditional 
columnists who did not 
accurately conceive the 
drastic change and 
openness in the world 
economy. Their views 
somewhat prevailed for 
a few years and the cost 
was high. 

Now, the present gov- 
ernment is taking bold 
steps in different areas. 
One area is . liberalising 
prices, in the context of 
restructuring :the 
Ministry, of. Supply. 
^Prices of fruits and veg- 
etables. are now left 
entirely to the market 
forces. The government 
is no longer bound to 
subsidise local wheat 
and barley production. 
Prices of many other 
commodities are also 
liberalised. In few 
months, the ; food 
coupons will be 
scrapped and replaced 
by a more targeted 
money allowance to the 
poor. 

Another major area of 
liberalisation relates to. 
foreign investments. The 


government has lifted 
the 50 per cent ceiling 
on foreign ownership in 
many sectors. I was 
among those who have 
called for this change 
two years ago when the 
new investment regiila- 
• tiqns were introduced. 
Fbreign investors can 
fully own (100 per cent) 
projects . in industry 
(which was earlier per- 
mitted) and in new sec- 
tors, namely, land and 
air transport, banks, 
insurance, communica- 
tions, agriculture and 
investments in the 
Amman Financial 

Market. 

Privatisation is a third 
major area which the 
government has activat- 
ed, and more concrete 
steps are expected to be 
undertaken. 

The Central Bank has 
finally moved to join the 
liberalisation process. 
Though no Jordanian or 
foreign investor was 
complaining of foreign 
exchange controls, it is 
helpful that die Central 
Bank . announced last 
week the full liberalisa- 
tion of the fbreign 
. exchange system, not 
only in current actions 
transaction, which has 
been liberalised since 
1995, but also in capital 
transactions. Residents 
and non residents alike 
can transfer to and out of 
Jordan any amount in 
Jordanian dinars, or any 
other foreign currency, 
-.-.without the .meed for 
prior approval. Thanks 
to/jnoney changers, this 
was always the case for 
the bulk of clients wish- 
ing to do so. However, 
the move is favourable 
and it will be observed 
by foreign banks, invest- 
ment companies and 
portfolios interested in 
Jordan and the region. 

These liberalisation 
measures address the 
long-term prospects of 
the Jordanian economy. 
We need to keep up the 
spirit and tempo of eco- 
nomic liberalisation. 


LETTERS 


Peace must reign for all 

To the Editor; 

IT IS frustrating to witness the outright racism con- 
ducted In the land of Palestine by the Jews who have 
been subjected to similar practices mainly by the 
Europeans. 

Palestine, and the history of this region, mainly of 
Levant, Mesopotamia and Egypt amply proves that, 
was never the Jews’. 

Peace is the only way to fight racism and militarism 
in Israel It is obvions, though, that the Israelis, under 
the cover of a false religious claim, use their own 
security demand as the basis of everything to come, 
making our security in Jordan, in Palestine and in 
Lebanon count for nothing; the area seems to be left 
for ever in turmoiL simply because certain religious 
groups feel the divine right to claim what is not theirs 
and steal other peoples’ lands, resources, dignity. And 
to top it all, they demand £o be treated normally and 
with respect. 

Respect comes with difficulty 7 for Israelis and 
Washington, whose diplomats, are clearly supporting 
such a racist, selfish group of immigrants who have 
given ‘ themselves the right to steal, kill, lie and 
deceive. 

The American leaders and their embassies. in this 
area should not accept to go against the American 
founding fathers' principles. 

We all support peace; and we all expect to be treat- 
ed with, dignity. So the. struggles for a secular 
Palestine, itplace where all human beings are treated 
equally, a place similar to what is called today the 
U.S.. will be supported. 

- ■ " ' Hazem Malhas, 

Amman. 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers on any issue they wish to tackle. Letters 
intended for publication should contain the writer’s full 
name and, preferably address as, well. Names cm be 
withheld upon request but only under special circum- 
stances. Letters are subject to editing and abridging. 
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By ftyszard Wesolowski 
Reuter 

GDANSK. Poland — 
Gdansk, where World 
War 11 began and Com- 
munism crumbled, starts 
fSling its first 1,000 years 
this month amid gnawing 
anxiety over the next mil- 
lennium. 

Among the crowds at 
summer-long concerts 
and spectacles in the 
Baltic coast city may be 
some of the thousands of 
workers idled from the 
bankrupt Gdansk ship- 
yard. where Lech Walesa 
led the Solidarity Union 
to challenge Commu- 
nism’s grip in 1980. 

Gdansk's splendid 
architecture, lovingly 
restored from wartime 
devastation, recalls a past 
as a cosmopolitan 
Hanseatic port so rich it 
spiked its liquor with 
flakes of gold, nurtured 
great thinkers and 
stamped marks on world 
history. 

But city leaders fear that 
without rapid investment, 
especially in a major 
highway south into 
Europe, the port at the 
moth of the Vistula River 
could become a faded 
backwater. 

“If we don’t manage 
this, we will become a 
city confined to the 
fringes of Poland and 
Europe,” said Gdansk 
council chief Pawel 
Adamowicz. 

“The shipyard’s prob- 
lems are just the tip of the 
iceberg... After 50 years 
of Communism, the city 
is neglected through a 
lack of vital infrastructure 
development,” he said. 

"Obviously the magnifi- 
cent 1,000-year past of 
Gdansk cannot automati- 
cally be transferred to the 
present and our future 
looks like it could be 
hard,” Mr. Adamowicz 
added in an interview. 

Gdansk’s nemesis is the 
more westerly port of 
Szczecin, which not only 
has a flourishing shipyard 
but also stands to benefit 
from being nearer Ger- 
many’s future capital 


Berlin, 

Unless Gdansk can 
attract the A1 highway 
project and investment to 
clinch its claim on Baltic 
trade with Scandinavia, 
its loss to Szczecin could 
soon be irreversible. 

Despite Gothic spires, a 
rich contemporary cultur- 
al scene and 470.000 
inhabitants. Gdansk's 
quiet streets and tawdry 
high-rise hotel already 
have a provincial feel. 

But the port, where 
three vast crosses in front 
of the shipyard honour 
the martyrs of J 970 
protests against Commu- 
nist repression, inspires 
strong loyalty in its 
inhabitants’ ’ although 
most have lived there less 
than half a century. 

“Gdansk is my beloved 
city. I couldn't imagine 
living anywhere else in 
the world and I have seen 
a fair bit of it” said the 
former electrician Wale- 
sa, who as Polish presi- 
dent from 1990-1995 
returned every weekend 
he could to Gdansk. 

“1 hope the next 1,000 
years of Gdansk will not 
be so full of the dramas 
and tragedies it has 
undergone especially in 
this century — I mean the 
tragedy of World War D’s 
outbreak and of the work- 
ers who died in 1970.” 
Mr. Walesa said. 

Historical city 

Gdansk's current cele- 
brations mark its First 
mention in writing in 997, 
as the “Urbs Gyddanzyc” 
visited by the missionary 
St. Adalbert that year, and 
its rapid growth into a 
flourishing trade centre 
— the cosmopolitan port 
of Danzig. 

Set in a Kaszubian Slav 
hinterland, long loyal to 
Poland's kings while 
speaking German and 
boasting a flouri shing 
Jewish community, it had 
Dutch, Scandinavian and 
Scottish citizens. 

Danzig gained lustre 
from the great names of 
astronomer Jan Hevelius. 
philosopher Arthur 


Schopenhauer, and the 
inventor of the ther- 
mometer Daniel Fahren- 
heit. 

Between the fir.si and 
second world wars 
Danzig was made a so- 
called free city which 
became an enclave of 
German Nazism. 

The arrival of the Ger- 
man warship Schleswig- 
Holstein in 1939 to shell 
Poland’s wesrerplaitc out- 
post off Gdansk, bravely 
defended by its garrison, 
marked the start of World 
War D. 

After the war Gdansk 
fell lo Poland and much 
of the German-speaking 
population fled or was 
deported, to be replaced 
by poles expelled from 
exstem lands annexed by 
the Soviet Union. Most of 
the Jews had been mur- 
dered by the Nazis. 

So Gdansk is now over- 
whelmingly Polish, with 
only the novels of writers 
like Guenther Grxss. a 
child of pre-war Danzig 
writing in German, and 
the younger Polish author 
Pawel Hudlc left to recall 
its former vivid ethnic 
mix. 

Anniversary events 

But in the hunt for vital 
foreign investment, and 
in pride over the city's 
mercantile past as an 
international trade cross- 
roads. Gdansk is sum- 
moning the world to join 
its summer-long anniver- 
sary party. 

The organisers, mindful 
of Gdansk's central role 
in the late mediaeval net- 
work of Baltic trading 
cities, has called a June 
rally of the “new Hansa”. 
involving 200 coastal 
towns. 

True to history, those 
festivities will be opened 
jointly by the presidents 
of Poland and Germany 
while the Queen Beatrix 
of the Netherlands and 
King HaraJd of Norway 
have promised to attend, 
as may Britain's Prince 
Charles. 

Recalling documented 
visits by English players 


to the cultured centre, the 
city is also seeking funds 
to recreate its former 
Elizabeth an-stylc theatre, 
first built 400 years ago. 

Such events are aimed 
at symbolising the expan- 
sion of the European 
Union which Poland 
hopes to join soon after 
2000 . 

On the night of July 5-6 
the city's most famed tip- 
ple “goldwasser" — a 
sweet liqueur glittering 
with incredibly thin slices 
of the precious metal — 
suit in a festival on the 
picturesque main street 
named after the holy Vir- 
gin Maty. 

“World War 11 exploded 
here and due to the efforts 
of solidarity and Lech 
Walesa. Communism was 
toppled.” said chief coun- 
cillor Adamowicz, adding 
that this was only part of 
his essentially commer- 
cial city's stoty. 

“Gdansk is a city for 
line investments, where 
good deals can be done. 
This is the Gdansk we 
want to promote in 
Poland and around the 
world as we celebrate our 
millennium,” Mr. 

Adamowicz said. 


Two residents of Gdansk 
dressed in mediaeval 
attire bold Poland's 
ancient royal insignias 
daring celebrations of the 
city's millennium. Gdan- 
sk's splendid architec- 
ture, lovingly restored 
from wartime devasta- 
tion, . recalls a past as a 
cosmopolitan Hanseatic 
port so . rich it spiked its 
liquor with flakes of gold, 
nurtured great thinkers 
and stamped -.marks on 
world history (Reuter 
photo) 




Children’s eating fads 
— ‘not just bloating with 
fat but also with power’ 


By Anne Karpf 

WE HAVE had a national 
panic about the safety of 
food, and one about the 
safety of children, so it was 
□ot going to be long before 
they conjoined to produce a 
national panic about chil- 
dren and food. It duly 
arrived end of January, with 
the publication in Britain of 
a new study carried out for 
the Cancer Research Cam- 
paign. which claimed that 
today's children run a 
greater risk of cancer 
because they refuse to eat 
vegetables. 

The proposed sol u Lion 
was novel: since children 
relish the various flavour- 
ings added to crisps, why 
not add them to frozen veg- 
etables to produce prawn- 
cocktail flavoured carrots, 
or roast-beef- and-mustard 
flavoured broccoli? It may 
be a brave new world, but 
for the food manufacturers 
it is also a rewarding one. 

This is not the first panic 
about children and food. 
But previous bursts of pub- 
lic anxiety' were confined to 
Britain, and this is Euro- 
wide. There was recent 
alarm in France, for exam- 
ple. when McDonald's 
announced that one of its 
city branches was laying on 
a free bus service to shuttle 
out-of-town lycfe school- 
children in for un quick Big 
Mac during their lunch 
hour. And an Italian survey 
recently found that, veal 
aside. Italian children's 
food preferences are just as 
restricted as their British 
counterparts’. That vaunt- 
ed, feted Mediterranean 
diet is, it seems, being 
junked. 

Although the current anx- 
iety has a broader, more 
symbolic dimension, con- 
temporary kids certainly 
have refined the art of fad- 
dism. There's one family in 
which the older child will 
eat only bow-shaped pasta 
and the younger refuses any 
but twirl-shapes. Hearing 
such tales I used to feel 
complacent: my children 
have never eaten a spoonful 
of commercially prepared 
baby food and have been 
fed exclusively on a wide 
range of fresh, home-made 
meals. Nutritionally, I 
belong with the angels. But, 
alas, their adventurousness 
with food has not lasted, 
and my seven-year-old is a. 
new recruit to the faddist 
r anks . What’s more, 
inevitably, as a result of my 
zeal, her unattainable object 
of desire is a chicken 
nuggeL 

But our children's prefer- 
ences and our anxiety over 
them are shaped by much 
more than individual hopes 
and tastes. Although eating 
seems like the most person- 
al activity, it is actually one 
of the most culturally deter- 
mined. My daughter can 
name every product that her 
friends eat regularly: when 
the gap between what a 
child and its peers eat is too 
great, the child feels con- 
formity in food is as impor- 
tant as in clothes. Indeed, a 
study has shown that a 
child who prefers peas to 
carrots will, if seated with 
children who prefer carrots, 
choose carrots over peas, 
and after a few days will 
say that they actually prefer 
them. 

Food has long been the 
site of power struggles 
between parents and chil- 
dren, but what has changed 
over the past 20 years has 
been the creation of a chil- 
dren's culinary ghetto. In 
traditional cultures children 
and adults eat the same 
food together, but in tbe 
West, ldds have become a 
lucrative marketing niche, 
with products targeted 
entirely at them. Nursery 
food was always bland, but 
it was a variant of adult 
food: today's children 

occupy a conloned-off zone 
of spaghetti hoops and 
turkey dinosaurs. 

In some sense, this is fine: 
children use food to differ- 
entiate themselves from 
adults. Anthropologist Alli- 
son James has argued that 
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sweets — their ingredients, 
texture and the way they 
are eaten (put in the mouth, 
taken out. put in again ) — 
blatantly violate the culture 
of adult eating. Indeed, 
children's culture inverts 
the rules of adults' culture: 
what we prize, they trash, 
and vice versa — all part of 
the great psycho-social sep- 
aration from parents that 
children must engage in. 

But the might of the food 


buy them a food they had 
seen advertised on TV and. 
given their fabled “pester 
power,” got it. Studies have 
shown that quire small chil- 
dren are ferociously brand 
loyal, with a remarkable 
memory for jingles. 

All this is undeniable, but 
it is also true that many cur- 
rent fears are misplaced. 
The Cancer Research Cam- 
paign study was carried out 
among working-class fami- 


“ Food has long been the site of power 
struggles between parents and children, 
but what has changed over the past 20 
years has been the creation of a chil- 
dren *s culinary ghetto . ” 


companies has changed the 
picture: food is now enter- 
tainment. Cartoon charac- 
ters, already familiar to 
children from toys and tele- 
vision. saturate their daily- 
meals: regularly used to 
market convenience foods 
to kids, “character licens- 
ing” is a biliion-doUar 
industry. McDonald’s set a 
trend in the 1960s. intro- 
ducing the Ronald McDon- 
ald clown to help establish 
the company's dominance 
— especially, a senior vice- 
president of the company 
admitted recently, in coun- 
tries that had no hamburger 
tradition. 

Children’s food is heavily 
advertised on television: 
one survey found that more 
than half of all advertise- 
ments during a week of 
children's television were 
for food and soft drinks 
(most laced with fat, sugar 
or both), eight times higher 
than for any other category, 
including toys. In another 
survey, 85 per cent of chil- 
dren had asked a parent to 


lies, and yet a Mintel sur- 
vey found that poor people 
were much less likely to 
worry about nutrition than 
rich. This is not because 
they are feckless, but 
because they have so much 
else to worry' about: it is 
well documented now that 
eating healthily is dearer 
and is not an option for the 
poor — simply providing 
enough food for their chil- 
dren is their priority. As 
food researcher Suzi 
Leather has pointed oul 
convenience foods may be 
high in fat and sugar but 
they are predictable and 
entail less wastage — “if 
you are poor, you cannot 
afford mistakes.” So the 
children of the middle class 
eat better but their parents 
worry more. 

Whenever the subject of 
children and food is raised, 
women are in for blame. 
This time it has been hinted 
that, by acquiescing in their 
children's prohibitions and 
preferences, mothers have 
been morally lax: indeed. 
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fibre and moral fibre have 
become closely linked in 
the popular imagination — 
as if a deficiency of the lat- 
ter has caused a deficit of 
the former. In fact, women 
are subjected to competing 
maternal ideologies: the 
good mother must maintain 
the family harmony and its 
health. Increasingly, we 
find ourselves unable 
simultaneously to do both. 

When anxiety sweeps 
across the country like a 
Mexican wave, we can be 
sure it also carries broader 
concerns. A panic about the 
unhealthiness of our chil- 
dren’s food, with its 
polarised imagery (pure 
children, impure food) 
expresses potent, if con- 
flicting. fears about our 
world and the adulteration 
of our future. After air and 
water, food is the most 
important thing we ingest: 
our current anxiety speaks 
of the penetration of 
agribusiness into the heart 
of our children, polluting 
their very marrow with the 
Big C. 

For more than a decade, 
health education campaigns 
have plied us with informa- 
tion about a healthy diet 
and. with the stamp of 
Thatcherism, urged us to 
exercise individual choice 
to become healthier, now 
our children are using that 
same touted choice to eat 
unhealthily. Middle-class 
families, eating organic to 
counter a sense of power- 
lessness in the face of an 
omnipotent food industry, 
finding themselves power- 
less in the face of children 
subsisting solely on Coco 
Pops and Hula Hoops. So 
the current panic also 
evokes images of children 
bloated not just with fat but 
also with power, an army of 
uncontainable kids. 

Guardian Weekly 
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Islamic council 
rejects abolishing 
ownership ceiling 
for foreigners 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Tim* Stuff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Council 
of Islamic Organisations 
and Societies in Jordan 
rejected the recent govern- 
ment decision to abolish 
the non -Jordanian equity 
ownership ceiling in six 
sectors and described it as 
"illogical and publicly mis- 
understood." 

According to a statement 
made available to the Jor- 
dan Times Saturday by the 
council, the government's 
decision "came at the lime 
when most Jordanians" 
interest in investing at the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) has weakened as a 
result of the decline in the 
value of shares." 

"This would open the 
door for foreign investors 
to own local companies at 
very low prices thus deny- 
ing Jordanians the right to 
secure fixed and steady 
resources." the statement 
said. 

Hoping to increase the 
flow of foreign capital into 
Jordan, the government last 
week decided to remove the 
non-Jordanian equity own- 
ership ceiling in the AFM. 
transportation, insurance, 
banking, telecommunica- 
tions and agricultural sec- 
tors. 

The construction, retail 
trading and metallurgy sec- 
tors were excluded from the 
decision, keeping the non- 
Jordanian equity ownership 
ceiling at 50 per cent. 

The statement said the 
decision will allow foreign 
investors to control the 
management of Jordanian 
companies "in order to ben- 
efit other similar foreign 


companies. 

“This decision will pave 
the way for foreign 
investors to make changes 
in the management of local 
companies that would pos- 
sibly benefit other foreign 
companies or even other 
countries hostile to Jordan." 
the statement said. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
for Development Affairs 
Jawad Anani told the Jor- 
dan Times Saturday that the 
government decided to 
remove the non-Jordanian 
equity ownership ceiling in 
order to encourage foreign 
investments in Jordan. 

"The decision only 
included six sectors in 
which we want to encour- 
age foreign investments.” 
Dr. Anani said. 

He said some Jordanian 
banks had exceeded the 
earlier 50 per cent ceiling, 
and lifting the ceiling 
would free these banks to 
adjust to the new situation. 

In its statement, the coun- 
cil opposed the move 
towards opening up the 
economy citing as an exam- 
ple the "damages to the 
Egyptian economy as a 
result of the uncontrolled 
economic openness in that 
country." 

"If the Jordanian govern- 
ment is strongly convinced 
that these economic mea- 
sures will serve the national 
interest in the long and 
short terms it should 
explain their economic 
benefits to the people and 
not only to the affluent who 
only care for their private 
interests at the expense of 
the welfare of Jordanians," 
said the statement. 


Yemen earns $41m 
from tourism in ’96 


.ADEN <R> — Yemen's 
tourism revenue rose to S41 
million in 1996. up from $38 
million the previous year, an 
official statement said. 

The statement issued by the 
government's General 

Tourism Board, said the num- 
ber of foreign tourists to 
Yemen increased to 74.000 
compared with 60.000 in 
1995. 

It said the country, nestled 
between ihe Red Sea and the 
Gulf of Aden at the southern 


dp of the Arabian Peninsula, 
currently had 421 hotels and 
hostels with 6,000 rooms. 
4.500 of which offered “rea- 
sonable services.” It did not 
elaborate. 

Yemen, one of the Arab 
World's poorest countries, has 
recently suffered from a spate 
of tourist kidnappings by 
tribesman seeking to put pres- 
sure on the government The 
hostages, mostly horn Europe 
and the United Slates, have all 
been released unharmed. 


Egypt, Sudan top 
Arab recipients 
of ’96 investment 


ABU DHABI ( AFP) — 
Egypt and Sudan were the 
most attractive for invest- 
ment in the Arab World in 
1996. receiving nearly 60 
per cent of the total direct 
capital in the region, an 
Arab official said Saturday. 

Direct Arab investment in 
Egypt srood at around $77 1 
million in 1996. nearly 33.7 
per cent of the total private 
capital invested in the 22- 
member Arab League dur- 
ing the year, said Maumun 
Hasson, director general of 
the Kuwaiti-based Inter 
Arab investment Guarantee 
Corporation ( IIGC). 

Sudan received around 
$554 million, or 26.3 per 
cent of the total invest- 
ments, Mr, Hasson told the 
United Arab Emirates eco- 
nomic weekly AJ Iqtisadi. 

He gave no reason for the 
surge in investment in 
Sudan, which has been bat- 
tered by more than a decade 
of civil war in the south. 

His figures showed pri- 


vate Arab investment in 
Sudan stood at only $38.8 
million in 1995. nearly 3.5 
per cent of the total Arab 
capital. 

Mr. Hassan said direct 
inter-Arab investment, 
mostly in agriculture, 
industry and infrastructure, 
soared by around 38.5 per 
cent to $2.1 billion in 1996 
from $1.45 billion in 1995. 
This compares with an 
average S500 million a year 
in early 1990s. 

Most of the private Arab 
investments in 19% were 
owned by Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait. Libya and the 
UAE. 

"There is a remarkable 
improvement in the invest- 
ment climate in the Arab 
World, especially in mem- 
bers which are carrying out 
reforms," Mr. Hassan said. 

He said he had no figures 
on Arab investments abroad 
but independent estimates 
put them at between $6 00 
billion and $800 billion. 


GCC seen moving 
closer to unified 
tariff accord 


DUBAI (R) — The Gulf 
Cooperation Council iGCC) 
has agreed on tariff classifi- 
cations for all but 36 com- 
modities. moving a step 
closer to an elusive unified 
tariff agreement for the six- 
member alliance, a UAE 
newspaper has said. 

Mohammad Ahmad AJ 
KaiL a United Arab Emi- 
rates delegate at a recent 
GCC meeting, told the Gulf 
News he was optimistic the 
remaining disagreements 
could be resolved among 
members. which also 
include Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait Oman. Bahrain and 
Qatar. 

The meeting in Riyadh 
last month was pan of a 
continued bid to classify a 
total of over 1.000 goods 
and unify tariffs — a coal 
which has been blocked by 
disagreement among mem- 
ber states almost since the 
birth of the alliance in 1981. 

"We feel the steady whit- 
tling down of contentious 
issues to a mere 36 is indica- 
tive of the fact that the com- 
mon GCC goal of a unified 
tariff system is most certain- 
ly attainable." Mr. A1 Kail 


was quoted as saying. 

GCC states must classify 
commodities into three cate- 
gories — those exempted 
front tariffs such as food and 
medicine, basic commodi- 
ties with a tariff such as 
industrial goods and other 
commodities requiring a 
special (ax to protect 
domestic industries. 

Standard tariffs among 
GCC slates range from four 
to 12 per cent, with special 
tariffs for some industries. 

A GCC summit in 
December agreed to com- 
plete classification before 
the next summit in Kuwait 
in December this year. 

"Kuwaiti felt the day was 
not far off when the GCC 
would have just one cus- 
toms point, and that goods 
would travel safely through 
the borders with minimal 
bureaucracy and red tape." 
the Gulf News said. 

The tariffs issue is a hur- 
dle in the way of a free trade 
deal with the European 
Union which could open 
lucrative European markets 
to cheap petrochemicals and 
other uoods from the Gulf. 
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0.1111 14727 04891 1.0825 


Mid-East Currencies 


33930 
4.7924 
04047 
94000 
0.9322 
04322 
846 I 0.9238 
22097 


m £5 IB BESS Sj m 'Sli A 5 3 '* B r a 53K 1 


SARiyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 




04681 | 

0.15791 

0.391561 

30.6504 

047797 

0.16125 

0.39982 

31.2071 

5.81395 

1.96117 

4.86145 

379 JS07 

445549 

1 .57085 

3.8956 

304-044 

3.3839 

1.1416 

2.8304 

220.875 


Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid} 




_ead (3 Months 
Nl (3 Months} 


NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 



Mdridr 


USD 546 5.69 5.75 

GBP 644 6.84 | 746 

JPY 044 0.62 

DEM 345 3.00 345 

FRF 342 347 343 

CHF 1.19 143 141 

ITL 


Main Equity Indices 


TOW JONES 789541 10043 149 7896-26 7796,97 779548 

S&P 500 91642 1249 143 91742 904.03 90443 

FT-SE 100 46404 -174 448 4652 4623.1 4657.9 

NIKKIE 225 20523.75 -10141 449 20742.7 205234 206244 

CAC40 293448 -24 449 2946.76 

DAX 394243 55.14 142 3945.68 


* JOD Cross Rates 




Coffee (c/lbs) 

186.83 

Spot 

Cocoa (Vton) 

1585 

Spot 

Sugar (Vton) 

Z2SJS 

Spot 

Wheat (Vton). 

146.5 

Spot- 

Soya (c/lbs) 

22.18 

Spot 

Tea (stg/kg) 

128 

Spot 

Barley (Vbsh) 

a 

Spot 

Rfce (t/tonj 

480 

Spot 


ES3B ] 


US Dollar 0.708 

GB Sterlling 1.19Z7 

DE Mark 04027 

CH Franc 04812 

FR Franc 0.1197 

JP Yen 04175 

NL Guilder 04578 

IT Ufa 04143 


urce: Central Ban 



THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Kind of 
saxophone 
5 Old saying 
10 Honcho 

14 Twosome 

15 Result of sorrow 

16 Utter 

17 Love of one's 
life 

19 Pro's opposite 

20 Enriched 

21 More than weird 

23 Office holders 

24 Brummell or 
Geste 

25 Rejects 
29 Humphrey 

Bogart role 

33 Ja 2 z pianist 

34 Impudent 

35 Half a bikini? 

36 Sings at the 
station? 

37 By that much 

38 Evening in Paris 

39 Start for com or 
form 

40 Calendar word 

42 Con man 

43 Iron 

45 Remains for a 
while 

46 Stuck in — 

47 Antique auto 

48 Hand wanner 
51 To-dos 

56 Touch 

57 A Brady 

60 Woods’ iron 

61 Grain disease 

62 Fictional villain 

63 Paradise 

64 Raises 

65 Point of a rock 

DOWN 

1 Church recess 

2 Fine linen fabric 

3 Even 

4 Cooky 

5 Parthenon’s 
location 

6 Exploits 

7 Driving club, for 
short 

8 Canine sound 

9 Appreciates 


1 

2 

3 

4 

14 




17 




20 





[25 126 127 128 


|30 1 31 132 


148 1 49 (50 


|52 153 154 155 


157 158 159 


by Mary Derderian Brown 


10 Endure 

11 Front of the 
bus? 

12 Locale 

13 Ado 

18 Minnesota — 

22 — Street 

24 Swiss city 

25 Expression of 
disgust 

26 Upright 

27 Before a certain 
time 

28 — judicata 

29 Title of respect 

30 Agitated 

31 Sturdy fabric 

32 Some peers 
34 Show off 
38 That lady 

40 Land measure 

41 Take booty 
42— off 

(renounced) 

44 Put on weight 

45 Stations 

47 Grapevine item 


I1HQQ HDOa □□□□■ 
□BBQ 0HQO BQQQII 
□aaannnDpoooDQa 
aaa □□□□ □□□□□□ 

□□□ 00Q E3QEJQ 

tmw anna □□□ 
□Hina HHOQQQ ana 

□□□□□□□□□nanEiaa 

□an EiQH imes □□□□ 

□□□ EK3QQ EQ0Q 

□□nm tXB a qhq 

□DDDQB □□□□ DSEI 

□□□□□□□□□□aaaaa 

□□□□□ QDEIO ElUEO 

■aana dhbb gang 


0 1697 Tribune Media Services. InC. 
4D riflhta reserved. 


48 Leo’s pride? 

49 Footnote abbr. 

50 Melody 

52 Pertaining to a 
poem 

53 Not quite closed 


54 Baltic port 

55 Pollution 
problem 

58 Wrath 

59 Eastern title of 
honor 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR SUNDAY.. 
JULY 6, 1597 



By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Asrrohger, 'Carroff 
Righter Foundation: ' 

ARIES: (March/ 2J 
April 19) If ypu haic -g 
new financial plan intnind 
today, consult; .with jjfc 
expert before you piit iffi 
motion. Avoid getting fife 
any disagreement 
this, especially with yofi 
loved ones or you- could 
regret the situation; 
TAURUS: (April 2(Tto 
May 20) You .should*^ 
any acquaintances, 
have consistently It 
down when you 
depended on them; 
ever. be grateful tfrw 
who are loyal. Lateolgjp 
evening wifi be gootf^ 
seeing dose friends. . V : 
GEMINI: (May- 21 to 
June 2 1 ) A private concern 
which has been hindering 
your progress at this time 
can be handled quite easi- 
ly. You should not rus h 
around when travelling or 
you are liable to miss out 
on some very interesting 
experiences. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
tJune 22 to July 21) You. 
should not allow yourself 
to become mvolved today , 
in a disagreement between 
your mate and a friend 
otherwise you may hayeto 
take sides and disappoint 
someone. Don’t mate 
assumptions which prove , 
out to be inconm._ _/^-; 
LEQ: (July 22 to August 1 
21) Decisions you make 
today will be rather far- 
reaching in their imphea- 
nons, so be sure you mate 
only wise ones-,. Yon 
should not rely entirely 
upon your intuition, how- 
ever, with some deductive 
reasoning you cun get the 
answers. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You would 
be wise today to focus 
your attention on family 
matters, so plan something 
you can all do together 
later this evening, which 
din be mteres^. This is 
a ,J good time t o discuss t 
new' 1 project with fellow 
associates. 

LIBRA; (September 23 10 
October 22) A thoughtless 
attitude with your mate 
today could bring about a 
bad quarreL as this person 
has been feeling some: 
what neglected. Later this 
evening would be a good 
time to seek out knowl- 
edgeable people for 
advice. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) A fellow 
business acquaintance is 
just as stubborn as you 
are, so rather thaii dis- 
agreeing. try to reach, a 
compromise whichcaabe 
quite beneficial, Jbfa 
with the utmost 
on the highway 
any difficulties. ■ 

SAGITTARIUS-. Nov- 
ember 22 to Decenfe^?^) 
You have conuruttedjj^ff- 
self today to SOTne-^feer 
activities which 
ing, however, get 
pleted anyone, sinee^lh# 
will pay off handS6nfchr& 


the days ahead. Lana 1 
evening you 
with your mate. 
CAPRICORN 

ber 22 to 

you go our for 




AQUARIUS: 


to February 


should avoid 


thing today 


destroy tt® 



7TT7» ) ft • 




making dungs 


March -2$) Walsh; 
you say and do 
ing with otber$ 
avoid hurtnnt 



motion, of aw 


oil)] nulli-'U hi 




fcffltal 1 .* 'hr • 
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Gold prices melt below 11 -year low 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Gold prices have melted 
to their lowest point 
since December 1985 
after the Australian cen- 
tral bank said that it had 
sold off two-thirds of its 
strategic reserves. 

Prices plummeted to 
$323 per ounce (of 
31.103 grammes) at the 
start of trade on the Lon- 
don bullion market. 


which was almost $10 
lower than the opening 
price. 

The Reserve Bank of 
Australia said Friday that 
it had sold a massive 167 
tonnes of its 247 tonnes 
of gold holdings in the 
past" six months, for an 
estimated price of 2.4 
billion Australian dollars 
($1.8 billion). 

The London-based 



Arab Electrical Industries 
Company turns to other markets 
to compensate loss of sales to Iraq 

** TO COMPENSATE the Joss of sales to rhe Iraqi mar- 
ket. described by the Arab Electrical Industries Company 
as being one of the basic markets for expons, the firm 
resorted to open alternate new markets. As such, the com- 
pany was relatively successful to enter the markets of 
Lebanon. Sudan, Egypt and Bosnia in addition io very 
limited quantities of sales in Saudi Arabia. Iraq. Malta, 
the United Arab Emirates and Cyprus. “Efforts arc still 
continuing to raise outside sales and to expand the new 
markets to include those of Eritrea and Libya, board 
Chairman Mohammed Qaisi told the general assembly. 

Mr. Qaisi told the shareholders that Israeli barriers 
remain an obstacle to achieve the ambition of commer- 
cial exchange between Jordan and the self-rule Palestin- 
ian territories. However, the chairman said that the com- 
pany’s sales section is fully aware of the details of mar- 
keting in that area and has conducted a deep study on the 
Palestinian market in preparation for the implementation 
stage once the general circumstances allow that. 

Exports accounted for 41.2 per cent of the company’s 
1996 sales which amounted to JD705.497. Local sales, 
accounting for the remaining 58.8 per cent, totalled 
JD1.01 million. The output last year of electrical acces- 
sories and ancillary equipment, such as switches, sockets, 
plugs, extension reels, wires and cables, miniature circuit 
breakers and distribution boards, were only about 35 per 
cent of production capacity. 

According to the annual report, the company's current 
assets and current liabilities at the end of 1996 were 
JD3.39 million and JD1.23 million respectively. As such, 
the working capital amounted to JD2.16 million. Total 
fixed assets after depreciation stood at JD3.64 million 
and shareholders' equity totalled JD6.23 million. 

The company’s future strategy according to Mr. Qaisi is 
to continue focusing on the branch in Egypt, due to its 
strategic importance and direct reflection on the compa- 
ny's general situation (Al Aswaq). 

Cement company boosts exports 
by 30 per cent, Tabbaa says 

** ACCORDING TO Board Chairman Hamdi Tabbaa. 
the Jordan Cement Factories Company boosted exports 
by 30 per cent during the first six months of this year. He 
said exports reached nearly 500.000 tonnes. Mr. Tabbaa 
indicated that cement shipments to Syria have starred at 
the rate of about 6,000 tonnes daily and that such ship- 
ments will continue until the end of September when 
total sales are expected to fulfil the contracted amount of 
200.000 tonnes. 

Mr. Tabbaa said contacts will be made with Egypt to 
export Jordanian cement to that country and to work on 
lowering customs on it (AI Dustour). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“Why diet? As soon as I lose fifty 
pounds and lower my cholesterol, 
some expert will decide that fat is good!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hand Arnold and Mike Adrian 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour orcBna/y words 



Gimme the 

Freeh pot 
coming 


CtOT ti*u»mb* be. 
MtywRmwo. 


DAHYN 




J 


TABBI 

R 


^ 





NIWWON 


liU 

r 1 * 


A COFFEE SHOP 

OWNER ALVVA/6* 
KNOWS THfr 


How arrange the drdad letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


- — mn 'ni mnn 


Vfesterdey's 


(Answers tomorrow] 

Jumbles: FETCH HEDGE KOSHER NICETY 
Answer: What happened to ma tow truck operator in 
church? - HE GOT HITCHED 


trading house, GN1. said 
that the announcement 
came as "further confir- 
mation that central banks 
no longer feel that gold 
has a significant role to 
play in their reserves ... 
and now not jus! the 
Dutch and Belgian, hut 
the rest of the world loo." 

At the Merrill Lynch 
trading house, precious 
metals analyst Ted 
Arnold said that “we will 
see much more mobilisa- 
tion of reserves by cen- 
tral banks over the next 
24 months.” 

In June, the market was 
severely affected by 
rumours that the Belgian 
government was seeking 
to offload some of its 
reserves. 

The quantity of gold 
mentioned by the Bel- 
gian authorities was rela- 
tively insignificant set 


against the total volume 
of daily Lrade on the bul- 
lion market. The govern- 
ment said that it planned 
to sell just 26 tonnes of 
gold per year from 1999 
onwards. 

However, the market 
was concerned that the 
plan may represent u 
shift in asset holdings at 

European central banks, 
which are seeking to 
offload gold reserves in 
favour of currency. 

In early 1997, the mar- 
ket was cast into turmoil 
by an announcement 
from the Dutch central 
bank that it had sold 300 
tonnes of gold from its 
reserves in 1 996. 

A decision by the Swiss 
parliament to" allow the 
Swiss National Bank to 
manage its own gold 
reserves and to gene rale 
profits bv lending it 


added to market fears of 
meltdown on the gold 
market. 

In its annual 1 996 
review. Gold Fields Min- 
eral Sen ices (GFMS) 
said low investor interest 
and increased supply in 
the cold market, notably 
from rhe official sector 

wreaked havoc with gold 

prices last year. 

“The price weakness 
since the last quarter of 
1996 has been to a large 
extent the result of poor 
sentiment. stemming 
above all from fears 
about the future impact 
of the official sector on 
the gold market.” Stewart 
Murray, one of the 
authors of the report said. 

Nonetheless, average 
prices on the London 
market were one per cent 
higher than in 1995. ar 
$387.87 per ounce over 


the year as a whole. 

GFMS identified con- 
siderable "volatility'* on 
the market, following 
two large-scale official 
gold “sales. which 
accounted for 500 tonnes 
of metal. 

Both the central banks 
of Belgium — in the first 
□uniter of 1996 — and 
the Netherlands — in the 
last quarter — sold large 
quantities of gold. 

"But perhaps jusr as 
important was the fear of 
further official mobilisa- 
tions.” GFMS said. 

The gold specialist said 
that discussions at the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) to sell some 
of its gold to fund debt 
relief ro impoverished 
countries and a plan by 
the Swiss National Bank 
to fund a humanitarian 
foundation through limit- 


ed gold sales weighed 
heavy on market senti- 
ment. 

However fears of a 
flood of gold from the 
official sector failed to 
materialise as other cen- 
tral banks stepped up 
gold purchases. GFMS! 
noted that net bank sales 
for 1996 were just 239 
tonnes. 

"Official sector activity 
in the gold market is not 
a one-way street,” Mr. 
Murray said. 

Mine production 

increased by 3.4 per cent 
to 2,346 tonnes in 1996. 
despite reduced output in 
the leading producer 
countries of south Africa 
and Russia. Production 
in die world's number 
one producing country. 
South Africa, fell below 
500 tonnes for the first 
time since 1956. 


This was offset by 
record output in Asia. 
Australia and the Ameri- 
cas. GFMS said. 

A surge in gold prices 
in the first quarter of 
1996 unleashed a record 
glut of scrap metal on to 
die market. 

Jewellers, who form the 
backbone of demand for 
physical gold, increased 
consumption by 1.4 per 
cent to a record 2,807 
tonnes. 

Demand was particu- 
larly strong in India, 
where use grew by seven 
per cent, and in the Mid- 
dle East, which showed a 
nine per cent increase. In 
contrast. Chinese 

demand fell from 200 
tonnes to 184 tonnes. 


Kuwaiti investors 
to set up $130m firm 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP ■ — A 
group of Kuwaiti hunks and 
other investors are setting up a 
firm with capital of SI 3d mil- 
lion to target investment in 
Gulf utilities and (he down- 
stream nil sector, a founder 
has said. 

A private placement has 
raised capital of 40 million 
dinars ($130 million) for the 
Bubiyan Investment Compa- 
ny. registered in Kuwait, said 
Faisal Ali Al Muluwa. a 
founding shareholder. 

The central bank approved 
Lhe plan and final documenta- 
tion is being completed ahead 
of the first general assembly 
“within weeks." said Mr. 
Mutawa. managing director of 
a top local trading firm. 

The company's main objec- 
tive is 'To participate in die 
privatisation of utilities in 
Kuwait and the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council tGCC). xs well 
as die downstream oil sector" 
Mr. Mutawa told AFP. 

But initially the funds will 
mainly be invested in domes- 
tic and international capital 
markets, said Mr. Mutawa. 
who is also a board member 


of the Kuwait Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry. 

Kuwait's parliament is con- 
sidering a law which paves the 
way for selling public utilities, 
including power, water and 
telecommunications, while 
other utilities in the region are 
increasingly turning to private 
capital. 

Mr. Mutawa said the Kuwait 
sell-offs could lake place in 
the next one or two years, 
which will give the new firm a 
chance to position itself. 

As well as utilities. Mr. 
Mutawa said the new firm is 
targettine particularly petro- 
chemical projects in the six 
GCC states of Bahrain. 
Kuwait, Oman. Qatar. Saudi 
Arabia and the United .Arab 
Emirates. 

The new firm will be listed 
on the Kuwait Stock 
Exchange within three year* 
of being founded, he added. 

The founding shareholders 
include two local banks. Gulf 
Bank and AJ Ahli Bank of 
KuwaiL as well as other finan- 
cial institutions and wealthy 
individuals. 


Saudi prince to build Four 
Seasons Hotel in Egypt 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia's billionaire Prince AJ- 
Waleed Bin Tala! said Tues- 
day he was building a $65 
million Four Seasons Hotel in 
Egypt's Red Sea resort of 
Sharm AJ Sheikh. 

A slatemem from die 
prince's office in Riyadh said 
he and Egyptian businessman 
Hisham Talaal Moustafa 
“signed an agreement to build 
a Four Seasons Hotel in 
Sharm El-Sheikh on the Red 
Sea. The total project cost is 
$65 million". 


It did not say when con- 
struction of the 14U-ax>m 
hotel would begin, h said the 
hotel would also have 112 
chalets and 34 luxurious vil- 
las. The hotel is the third 
investment this year for the 
Saudi prince in Egypt where 
he is building a Four Seasons 
Hotel in Cairo and has 
launched an agricultural com- 
pany. 

Four Seasons Hotels Inc 
sold a 25 per cent stake in the 
company and interest in some 
hotels to the prince in 1995. 
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COMPANY'S NAME 

P f E CIV. 

NO. 

no. or 

VALUE 

OPEN 

CLOSE 

w?\k!iGc 


H16h 

Lbw 



OF 

SHARES 

THAI- ED 

?p:cs 

V? - Ci 







TRUSS. 


JD 





269. 000 213.000 

ARAB BANK 

12.1 1.52 

26 

610 

1*4430 

2*3.50 

2*4.00 

.50+ 

N 

2.340 

1.6B0 

JOR. NATIONAL BK 

E 0. JO 

37 

22311 

4670! 

2.14 

. • - - 

. 62- 


2.480 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL 3EV.BF.. 

8.4 7.45 

6 

2500 

5695 

2 ■ o 

2.2" 

.01+ 


4.180 

2.440 

JOR.KUVAIT BANK 

11.0 0.00 

’3 

13.T5 

41325 



. 16- 


1.060 

.780 

JOR. GULF BANK 

5.2 B.OS 

11 

7250 

6340 

.87 

.07 

- 


4.060 

3. 480 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

15.5 3.16 


Ml 1 1 ■ 

41603 

3.79 

j.eo 

.02- 


3.800 

3.000 

JDR. I MV. T1H . SANK 



IwTH 

664 

3.23 

3.10 

.03- 


2.460 

1.000 

BEIT. AL-MAJL ( BEI7NA ) 

.7 13.16 



1839 

1.1* 

2 ■ 14 

.02- 


1.440 

1.020 

PHILADEL. I NV . BK ■ 

q 0-00 

9 


3993 

l.OJ 


.01 + 


HAWK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 201 

14 *CHGi 0.00 

156 







2.350 

1.600 

JOR FRENCH I NS UR. 

4.7 12-05 

i 


1H1 





3.010 

1.990 

JORDAN GULF INSUP. 

q 0.00 

2 







2.550 

2.1B0 

ARAB UNI. ISTL. INSUR. 

0.7 4.59 

1 


iSiZIfl 


EQ] 



INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 114 

52 :CHCi +0.31 

m 

3500 

75*0 





1.820 

1.460 

JOR. ELECTRIC PVfR. 

a.O 6-02 

15 

6713 

112C2 

1.67 

l.** 

.01- 


1.S40 

1.320 

IRBIO ELECTRICITY 

6.2 8-33 

5 

1500 


2.33 

2 . Jfi 

- 


2.650 

2.090 

SHIPPING LINES 

15.4 4.91 

4 

9600 

25440 

2.62 

2.6S 

.04* 


1.3B0 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

q 0.00 

66 

30087 

40659 

1.34 

1-35 

.01+ 


1.910 

1.170 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

19.0 0.00 

3 

3000 

3770 

1.55 

1.15 

- 


3.720 

2-890 

ARAB INTL.INV.E30C. 

7.7 0-00 

3 

1500 

4395 

2 .£1 

2.94 

.03- 


2.230 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.0 6.51 

1 

1000 

1690 

1.71 

l.o9 

.02- 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX! 108.92 iCHG: +0.23 

99 

53400 

99259 





4.450 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

27.4 2-70 

39 

170450 

694675 

4.07 

4.07 

_ 


4.140 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

11.2 2-48 

5 

50000 

202000 

4.00 

4.04 

.04+ 


10.250 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REFI KART 

5.5 5.07 

e 

715 

6575 

9.75 

9.30 

.05 + 


3.260 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AGP. 

g 0.00 

2 

550 

1034 

1.00 

i.es 

- 

T 

4.010 

3.040 

ARAB PHAHM. MANF. 

11.1 4.93 

54 

14394 

58647 

4.01 

4.02 

.01 + 


2.570 

2.050 

JORDAN DAIRY 

8.1 10.15 

n 

200 

416 

2.36 

2.40 

.04+ 

+ 

1.820 

1.370 

JOR. PIPES HANFCT. 

lb. 7 5.93 

* 

500 

67 5 

1.37 

2.35 

.02- 

+ 

10.250 

6.800 

ARAB CKEM. DTREGN. 

19.8 4-64 

i 

100 

646 

6.00 

6.46 

.34- 


5.650 

4.250 

OAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 

13.2 4.66 

3 

300 

1620 

5.45 

S - 37 

.08- 

+ 

3.B50 

2.710 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

6.2 9.43 

7 

2900 

7735 

2.71 

2 ■ 65 

.06- 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK l POULTRY 

9.9 0.00 

17 

17650 

e216 

.46 

.47 

.01 + 

+■ 

1.520 

-9B0 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

g 0.00 

’ 2 

500 

460 

.96 

.96 

.02- 


.770 

.520 

NATIONAL INDS. 

g 0-00 

2 

750 

390 

-52 

.52 

- 

+ 

1.330 

.570 

INTERMED . PETTO . CHEM . 

a 0. 00 

19 

13650 

' 662 

.56 

.55 

.03- 


.950 

.550 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEM 

g 0.00 

4 

2700 

1541 

.59 

.67 

.02- 


1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARH.CREM. 

17.6 5.07 

11 

2560 

494e 

1.41 

1.38 

.03- 


2.080 

1.200 

UN1V. MOON. INDS. 

? .21 

21 

4050 

5065 

1 ,27 

1.25 

.02- 


1.520 

1.090 

JOR. INDS . RESOURCES 

14. S 9.09 

1 

200 

220 

1.10 

1.10 

- 


1.600 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

14.1 4.67 

7 

3142 

4607 

1.43 

2.53 

.02+ 


1.090 

.830 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

15.4 0-00 

3 

1000 

040 

.66 

.84 

.32- 


2.090 

1.420 

EL -2AY READY NEAR 

51.7 0.00 

1 

200 

294 

1.50 

2 . -i 7 

.C3- 


1.330 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.0 0-00 

8 

2250 

2470 

:.io 

1.10 

- 


1.260 

.860 

ONION CP. S. VEG. 

39.6 0.00 

5 

6950 

7792 

.07 

.0"’ 

“ 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 127.79 ZCHG: +0.03 

222 

298701 

1019024 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 1*1.70 *CHG: +0.03 

461 

418221 

1428456 ‘ 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

SATURDAY 

05/07/1997 





.640 

.350 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

g 0.00 

2 

1500 

555 

.37 

.37 

- 


.670 

.410 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

12.3 0.00 

3 

500 

2 30 

.46 

.46 

- 


1.550 

1.100 

ZARA FOR INVESTMENT 

45. S 0.00 

1 

4500 

4995 

i.:i 


“ 


.840 

.660 

UNION INV. SO* 

g 0-00 

1 

150 

27 

.67 

.6C 

.01 + 


.660 

.370 

ARAB FIN . INVEST . 

g 0.00 

22 

23000 

10935 

.40 

.47 

.01- 

» 

.950 

.720 

AL-SHAPO INV. 75 z 

P 0.00 

3 

20J00 

10600 

.78 


- 

H 

.950 

.610 

AL— DAWLI YAH 75* 

61.4 0.00 

5 

11000 

4190 

.63 

- 64 

.01* 


.490 

-200 

JOR. INDS . HATCH -JEM CO 

g 0.00 

12 

203J0 

5376 

.25 

.26 

.02 + 


-750 

.400 

NATL . MULT . ENG . NAM ICO 

g 0.00 

36 

72650 

40445 

.57 

.54 

.03- 


.850 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

33.5 6.76 

10 

17400 

12876 

.74 

.74 

- 


.580 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. INDS- 

g 0.00 

3 

2e72 

1436 

.50 

.50 

- 


.730 

.600 

MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 

K 0.00 

2 

1000 

370 

.*: 

. 62 

- 


1.220 

.860 

ONION TOBACCO 75* 

g 0.00 

3 

970 

630 

.89 

.50 

.01 + 


.680 

- 5SO 

RAZI PHARM. 85* 

E 0.00 

4 

2502 

1056 

.5* 

.56 

- 


.600 

.360 

INDS. ENG. 

22.8 0-00 

0 

J265D 

12381 

.37 

.37 

- 


.860 

.760 

INDS. CERAMIC 

20.5 Cl. 00 

2 

950 

741 

. ?e 

.78 

- 

I» 

1.000 

.780 

NAT- ALUMINIUM. 75* 

P 0.00 

24 

14350 

7613 

. 79 

. 73 

.01- 


.870 

.530 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.8 15,87 

19 

26750 

16965 

.64 

.63 

.01- 

GRAND TOTAL 




160 

253124 

131232 
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DAJANI Jewel lers.Gems dealers.Uniciue designs in 18 k Gold-. Ph^j'ns 1 • 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HRiG 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 



lifUl!! 

IlFOR YOURjl 
| Advertisement 

1 

Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

' JUMBO photo size 


WIiat Car Do You 
Wish To Drive 



u 

30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


TodAy ? 

■1 




OuAthy is part of our 
SpedAl Services 

KT jiijpJSk 2 1 

pflpRfpnH 

1 

Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 


■til i » 

1 8 



iilSSlii 


Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


Pk. (962-6)858876 
P.O.Bot: 739 Amman 1 118 Jcrtra 

| 667171 ext. 223 i 1 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Aiound the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from Abdah 
io Airport and Back 


Special Reduced. Fares,, ar 


For Further Details call 


Branch 652313 




(t mw ftddws. M s4mmtnt 


Crystal . 


Quality Serviced Suites 


* One & Two Bedrooms • Fully 
.Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Seasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 


crowi moth. 

■ OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOL 

■ TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

’ SAUNA. 

JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 

■ FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 




For details please call 

Tel . §64230 
Fax. 86423! , 


P^JO^OURjl 

f Advertisement 
in 



Jordan 

Times 


Call tel: 




advertise in this 

SECTION CALL 


667171 exf. 223 



667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 
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Tour de France begins 


the post-Indurain era 


ROUEN. France (AP) — 
Either Greg Lemond or 
Miguel lndurain won every 
Tour de France between 
1989 and 1995. But they're 
acne. 

" Bjrane Rii< won the tour 
de France last year when 
lndurain faltered, and now 
he gets the chance to prove 
he is more than just a “care- 
taker champion." That's 
because the real champions 
on the Tour are measured by 
whether they can win more 
than once. Lemond won it 
three times. lndurain five. 

This year's Tour started 
with a short time trial 
Saturday around Rouen, the 
hometown of another five- 
time winner, the late 
Jacques Anquetil. He won 


his first tour 40 years ago. 

Lemond has been out of 
the sport tor three years, 
fiehtine a muscular disor- 
der. and lndurain retired 
earlier this year. 

So this year's Tour is a 
wide-open race, despite the 
presence of Riis. 

The defending champion 
faces a potential challenge 
from his own teammate, Jan 
Ullrich, us well as possible 
lndurain successor 

Abraham Olano. 

Riis is the team leader for 
Telekom, and his teammates 
— including Ullrich — are 
expected to work for him 
for the overall victory. 

■‘Ullrich is not an oppo- 
nent.” Riis said. “He is a 
teammate. We will ride 


together and try to win.” 

Ullrich downplays his 
chance to win the world’s 
most prestigious cycling 
race. “My role will not 
change this year." he said. 

“It’s clear this is norhing 
between us even if others 
want to try' to oppose us. A 
big challenge for the even- 
tual champion could come 
from Olano from Spain, 
who has been billed as 
Indurain's successor, 

lndurain thought so highly 
of the cyclist that he worked 
to protect Olano's lead at 
the 1995 world champi- 
onships. 

The first stage is 1 92 kilo- 
metres (119 miles). The sec- 
ond stage begins on the 
northern coast in Sl Valery- 


En-Caux and sends the rid- 
ers south. They'll hit the 
Pyrenees by Bastille Day. 
July 14. After a rest day. 
the second part begins with 
a time trial in St. Etienne on 
July 18. Then it's off to the 
Alps and a quick trip 
through Switzerland. 

A few more stages over 
Eastern France and the rid- 
ers head to Disneyland 
Paris, where there’s a 63- 
kilometre time trial before 
the final day. 

When the cyclists cross 
the finish line on the 
Champs Elysees in Paris, 
they will have completed 21 
stages and about 3,950 kilo- 
metres. 


Gebrselassie recaptures world 10,000 mark 


OSLO — Haile 

Gebrselassie ran alone 

through a warm, still 
Norwegian night on Friday 
to recapture the world 

1 1 i.OOO metres in one of the 
greatest exhibitions of dis- 
tance running in track histo- 


rv. 


The diminutive Ethiopian, 
who has not yet decided 
whether to bid for a hat-trick 
of world titles at the Athens 
World Championships next 
month, took nearly seven 
seconds off SaUih Hissou's 
year-old mark, clocking 26 
minutes 3 1 .32 seconds. 

It was the 61st world 
record to fall at the Bislett 
stadium, the fourth over 
KIM and nearly half a 
minute has now been sliced 
from the longest track event 
since Yobes Ondieki broke 
the 27-minute barrier here 
four years ago. 

Less than a hour after 
Gebrselassie stepped off the 
track. Morocco's Hicham Al 
Guerrouj made a bold bid on 
Nourcddine Morceli’s four- 
year-old world record in the 
dream mile. 

Al Guereouj. who must 
now be poised to end 
Morceli's domination of the 
1.5UO and mile, was under 
world record pace at the bell 
but could not sustain his 
attack over the final 70 
metres. 

His time of 3:44.90 was 
still the second-fastest in his- 
tory and only half a second 
outside Morceli's mark. 

"I made a mistake at 950 
metres when the pacemaker 
got too far ahead." said A I 
Guerrouj. **f was disappoint- 
ed al ter die race u hen 1 saw 
the board that I just missed 
the record." 

The evening, though. 



Haile Gebrselassie of Ethiopia celebrates his world record run in the 10,000 metres at 
the Bislett Games grand prix meet in Oslo. Gebrselassie clocked a time 26:3132 sec- 
onds to set a new world record in the 10,000 metres (Reuters photo) 

belonged to Gebrselassie in When Habte Jiftar dropped 


his first appearance at the 
Bislett Games. 

Four pacemakers, the final 
two of them from Ethiopia, 
did their job perfectly, 
pulling Gebrselassie Through 
4.1 H,)0 metres nine seconds 
under world record schedule. 


out with 14-1/2 laps still to 
run. Gebrselassie did not 
Hag. clocking consistent 64 
to 65-second lap times as he 
wove through the lapped 
runners. 



Don.-7, n Bailey of Canada (Rl crosses the finish line 
ahead of Norway's Geir Moen tL) at the Bislett Games 
grand prix meet in Oslo. Bailey won the race in a time 
of 20.14 seconds (Reuters photo) 


With 1 .090 metres left. 
Gebrselassie was still eight 
seconds under schedule and 
running with such confi- 
dence and determination that 
the world record and a 
S25.000 bonus was a formal- 
ity. 

“Bislett is a wonderful 
track for long distance run- 
ning." he said. “If anyone 
breaks this I will take it 
back. 

"1 though I could have run 
even faster. Here the air is 
clean, the oxygen is good 
and the crowd is great. 

"This season I will only 
run for records. 1 haven't 
made my mind up yet about 
running in the’ World 
Championships. I will dis- 
cuss it with my manager.” 

Earlier. Olympic and world 
champion Alien Johnson 
repelled a strong European 
challenge to set a year's best 
time in the 110 metres hur- 
dles. 

The American, unaffected 
by a total of four false starts 
before the race finally began, 
clocked 13.14. relegating 
Germany's Olympic bronze 
medallist Florian 


Schwarthoff to second place. 

Schwarthoff clocked 13.21 
with Britain's world silver 
medallist Tony Jarrett third 
in 13.30. Jarrell's compatriot 
Colin Jackson, the world 
record holder, was fourth 
0.04 of a second further 
back. 

Johnson, who said he 
would race three more limes 
before the World 
Championships. praised 
Schwarthoff 's performance. 

“We have had a lot of 
tough races- over the years." 
he said. “It was a tough race, 
he is very strong." 

Two Commonwealth ath- 
letes also set year's bests 
early in the meeting, first of 
the Golden Four series. 

New Zealander Beatrice 
Faumuina threw a national 
record of 68.52 metres in the 
discus and Australia's 
Olympic silver medallist 
Cathy Freeman clocked 
49.39 seconds in the 
women's 400 metres. There 
was a fourth year's best for 
Romania's Gubriela Szabo. 
who clocked 14:42.43 in 
winning the women's 5.(300. 
while American champion 
Marion Jones defeated 
Olympic champion Guii 
Devcrs in the women's 100 
metres. Devers. who has not 
qualified for the world 
championships, beat Jones 
over the same distance in 
Lausanne on Wednesday. 


Russia-Italy, 
Yugoslavia- 
Greece in 
European 
semis 


BARCELONA (R) — 
Russia scraped through 
the quarter-finals of the 
European Basketball 
Championship on Friday 
after seeing Spain's Mike 
Smith miss a three-point 
shot that would have 
won the game with less 
than a second on the 
clock. 

Russia's narrow victory 
over the hosts won them a 
semi-final meeting with 
Italy, who cruised past 
Turkey. Yugoslavia and 
Greece also lined up a 
semi-final clash with 

straightforward wins 
over" Lithuania and 

Poland respectively. 

The Russians started 
nervously and failed to 
show the accuracy from 
the three-point line that 
had taken them through 
the opening phases. 

Rafa Jofresa and 

Antonio Orenga had con- 
trolled the play for Spain 
in the first period, but the 
pair lost their way after 
the break. 

Spain fell apart with 
five consecutive losses of 
possession, allowing 
Russia to force their way 
back from 43-36 down 
into a 45-43 lead. 

The Russians kept in 
front for the rest of the 
game, but were given a 
nervous final moment 
when Smith missed his 
three-pointer. 

Evgeny Kissourin was 
fouled as he grabbed the 
rebound, and with time 
having run out was able 
to extend the margin of 
victory by one point to 
70-67. 

.Earlier Yugoslavia had 
Beaten Lithuania 7-5-60 
and Greece came from 
behind to defeat Poland 
72-62. 

Yugoslavia, unexpect- 
edly humbled by Italy on 
the second day, have won 
all their subsequent 
games and are again clear 
favourites for the title. 

Predrag Danilov ic hit 
21 points and the 
Yugoslav dominance in 
the second half allowed 
coach Zeljko Obradovic 
to rest top guard 
Aleksander Djordjevic. 

After winning both 
their groups in the open- 
ing phases, Greece 
looked in danger of los- 
ing their unbeaten record 
for a time. 

But after trailing 45-55 
early in the second peri- 
od. the Greeks oulscored 
the Poles 15-1, and 
cruised home untroubled. 

The other unbeaten 
side. Italy, ran away from 
Turkey after a nervous 
start and cruised to a 
comprehensive 66-43 
victory. 

Friday's winners knew 
that reaching the semi- 
finals also guaranteed 
qualification for next 
summer's world champi- 
onships. with a place 
also available for the 
fifth-placed team. 

However, the victory of 
Greece, already automat- 
ically qualified as host 
country, has created an 
extra place tor the coun- 
try finishing sixth. 

As a result, the games 
between the losers "in the 
quarter-finals Poland 
and Lithuania. Spain -and 
Turkey — have acquired 
a special significance, as 
the winners will also 
book places in the com- 
petition. 


Youth World Cup 

Argentina fight back to retain title 


SHAH ALAM. Malaysia 
(AFP) — Defending cham- 
pions Argentina retained 
their World Youth Football 
title with a 2-1 victory over 
Uruguay in the ali-South 
American final here 
Saturday. 

The Argentines, playing 
in all-blue instead of the tra- 
ditional white and blue 
stripes, fought back from a 
goal down in the 15th 
minute to ruin Uruguay’s 
first appearance in the final. 

All three goals came in 
the first half of an rousing 
game watched by some 
65.000 fans at the Shah 
Alam Stadium, including 
FIFA President Joao 
Havelenge and Secretary 
Joseph Blatter. 


Argentina have now won 
the under-20 title three 
times, the first in 1979 and 
then two years ago at Qatar 
when they beat Brazil in the 
final. 

It was the sixth South 
American victory in 1 1 
biannual tournaments. 
European teams won the 
title the other five times 
since the event was started 
in 1977. 

Argentina took charge at 
the start, but it was Uruguay 
who claimed the lead in the 
15th minute when Pablo 
Garcia curled in a 30-yard 
freekick past the diving 
Argentine goalkeeper 
Leonardo Franco. 

Uruguay would have 
added two more goals in the 



next five minutes, 
Nicolas Olivera shot over 
the bar from inside the box 
and Marcelo Zaiayeta 
kicked feebly at Franco 
despite being presented 
with an open goal. 

Esteban Cambiasso, 
regarded along with skipper 
Pablo Aimar as Dieg 0 
Maradona's successor in 
midfield, brought Argentina 
level in the 25th minute by 
heading in a comer from the 
left flank. 

Argentina then rook the 
lead three minutes before 
half-time when Diego 
Quintana pounced on a pass 
by Lionel Scaloni and beat 
Uruguayan goalkeeper Gus- 
tavo Munua on the right 
post. 


Yanks lose 1-0, Rangers beat A’s 


TORONTO (R) — Juan 
Guzman and Kelvim 
Escobar combined on a two- 
hitter and Orlando Merced 
supplied the offence with a 
homer off David Cone 
Friday as the Blue Jays 
edged the World Series 
champion New York 
Yankees 1-0. 

Making his second start 
since returning from a bro- 
ken thumb, Guzraan allowed 
a leadoff double by Derek 
Jeter and nothing else in five 
scoreless innings as he 
struck out eight and walked 
one but left a 0-0 game after 
74 pitches. 

For the second time in six 
days. 2I-year-old rookie 
Escobar (2-0j relieved 
Guzman and got the win. 

"When I see him, I see 
myself in ‘91 ” Guzman said 
of Escobar. “He’s a good 
pitcher with great potential." 

In Cleveland, Marquis 
Grissom’s two-out. bases- 
loaded infield single scored 
Mart Williams with the go- 
ahead run. capping a three- 
run eighth inning, as the . 
Cleveland Indians dealt the ■ 
Kansas City Royal* their 
sixth straight loss 7-6. 

Jim Thome led off the 
eighth with a homer off 
starter Jose Rosado. 
Hipolito Pichardo (2-4) 
relieved and surrendered a 
single to Manny Ramirez 
and walks to Williams and 
Julio Franco around a 
ground out by Sandy 
Alomar to load the bases. 

Larry Casian entered and 
allowed a game-tying sacri- 
fice fly to Brian Giles. Omar 
Vizqucl greeted Jeff 
Montgomery with a single 
to left reloading the bases 
for grissom. whose ground 
smash was bobblcd by sec- 
ond baseman David Howard 
as Williams scored. 

Alomar extended his hit- 
ting streak to 29 games with 
a single in the second 
inning. 

In Chicago. Ozzie Guillen 
scored the winning run on 
Hcathcliff Sloeumb's .sec- 
ond wild pitch of the bottom 
of the ninth inning as the 
Chicago White Sox edged 
the Boston Red Sox 6-5 
snapping a four-game losing 
streak. 

Guillen opened the ninth 
with a bouncer up the mid- 
dle. which he legged to sec- 
ond for a double. He took 
third on siocumb’s first wild 
pitch. Ray Durham struck 
out and Dave Martinez was 
hit by a pilch before 
Slocumb was wild again to 
Darren Lewis, allowing 
Guillen to race home. 

At Texas, lee Stevens 
capped a five-run third 
inning with a three-run 
homer to lead the Texas 
Rangers to a 7-6 win over 
the Oakland Athletics. 

Stevens, who also had an 
RBI triple in the second, 
knocked in four and came 
within a single of his first 
career cycle. 



“I've never been one hit 
shy, that’s the closest I’ve 
ever come. I didn’t think 
about it until after my last at- 
bat when I realised I only 
needed a single. At that 
point. 1 just wanted to win 
the game and get it over.” 

In Detroit. Brian Hunter 
hit his first Grand Slam as 
the Tigers stopped an 11- 
game losing skid against the 
Baltimore Orioles with an 
1 1 -8 win in the second game 
of a doubleheader. 

Travis Fryman’s infield 
single up the third base line 
scored Hunter with the run 
that put Detroit ahead 9-3 in 
the fourth and relievers Jose 
Bautista, Doug Brocail and 
Todd Jones shut the Orioles 
down the rest of the way. 

In the opening game, the 
Orioles Bullpen came 
through as Arthur Rhodes. 
Armando Benitez and 
Randy Myers combined on 
five innings of shutout relief 
in Baltimore's 4-3 victory. 

Catcher Lenny Webster 
singled in the go-ahead run 
for Baltimore in the fifth. 


In Seattle. Randy Johnson 
tossed seven solid innings 
and Jose Cruz Jr.. Edgar 
Martinez and Paul Sorrento 
homered to lift the Marineis 
to a 7-3 win over the 
Anaheim Angels. 

Johnson (12-2) allowed 
two runs and six hits with 
four walks and four strike- 
outs. He improved to 12-5 
lifetime against the Angels, 
beating them for the ninth 
time in 10 decisions since 
June 1992. 

Cruz and Martinez con- 
nected off knucklebaJling 
starter Dennis Springer (4- 
3). while SorTcnto added a 
solo blast off reliever 
Shigetoshi Hascgawa. 

Tim Salmon and Darin 
Srstad hit solo homers in the 
fourth fo Anaheim, losers of 
eight of their last 1 0 games. 

In Milwaukee, Gref 
Colbrunn had four hits and. 
four RBI and Ten)' 
Steinbach went 4-for-4 as 
the Minnesota Twins pound- 
ed a season-high 23 hits to 
defeat the Milwaukee 
Brewers 13-1. 


American League 


Minnesota 
Isr-Baltimore 
2nd- Detroit 
White Sox 
Cleveland 
Toronto 
Texas 
Seattle 


13 

4 

11 

-6 

7 

1 

7 

7 


Milwaukee 
Detroit 
Baltimore 
Boston 
Kansas City 
NY Yankees 
Oakland 
Anaheim 


National League 


Chicago Cubs 
Pittsburgh 
Cincinnati 
Atlanta 
NYMets 
I Los Angeles 
San Francisco 


Philadelphia 

St. Louis 

Houston 

Montreal 

Florida 

San Diego 

Colorado 
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Elijah Wood i£ Kevin Costner ... in 

THE WAR 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. S:30. 10:30 


CINEMA TEL:6?4I44 

PHILADELPHIA "2" 


\ / ' CINEMA 


i 


TEL:699238 

PLAZA 



GONE WITH 
THE WIND 

Show: S:30 p.m. only 

ELISA 

Shows: 12:30.3:30. 6:15 


Jean Claude Van Damme ... in 


MAXIMUM RISK 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 5:00, 
6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


"" CINEMA TEL:677420 

CONCORD 


r 


^ i- 


CONCORD *1" 

Tom Cruise. ..in 

JERRY MAGUIRE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 

CONCORD *2* 

Michael Jordan. ..in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


Nabil & Hisham's Theataw- 
TEL: 625 J 55 


The satirical play 

AMN AI Al YA HO 

performance starts at 8: 30 p.ff- 
The theatre is closed every Tuesday. 
For reservations call 625155 
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Texas Rangers second baseman Mark McLemore takes, 
to the air. while throwing to first base on a bit by 
Oakland Athletics Brent Mayne. Mayne was out at first 
for the second out of the second in ping (Reuters photo) . 


.-.iWAinA! 

:x*:.nf in 
T-j pre 
2 ?" -mem 

r.U\:Jcd 




Twenty 

..■•rfirmet 
■.iv event 
the 
a-.’, not t 
Twenty 

cv:" 'Ct 

Judin* 

r..vke\. 


;afinali^d v ith 

r- • :or i 

iaSarurday ol 12 r-'- 

reuse 

:aibe karjie dele:-.- 

i.-edar: 

:n fe 

manager- .-.r.u 

n;.- and 

tiute al-- u -: : ^ 

c-.iry to 

_'j the delii-i.i r. 

■.viiciptil 

- *ill meet unit T.e 

L .»-ke:ba 

rsnfyouibJul; “ 

.■ning. tae 

:deh;. m finaii'in-: ,L -. 

nw. box it 

JMioniilni.'in .:n-j 

Ler. we 

auit jumiundin': 

i'CJ'tile 

-'fijilnmev junLa • • 

■a resiling 

^ lAf [wt ir. It.;. 

Ollier e\ 

turned h;. r. ■ 

include 


- hiudenn-j 


a ill.,". 
■.T • 


: :jN-box 
Jordan' 


0; 


ioline read 


'AFP i - . 

f'i long-lime c-iii. 
.■[ranchman Cedm. 

"-and f<ne nt hi- 
•/fflnWmgbtoc!:, ^ .. 
■wnpras. 

The ;s- 

U ' ff flfM V]i> 
|n„ c , 

numb 






a*, 

‘jnlv 


• U 'l | J u n . U. 

Mb w ‘-Open tin 
Wt, n 

Wu he W 

.-"•C ** it 

N X<£ J ,rj nd 



Cedric ] 




in 


... u 
> C^ r,1, cr 
*h.nk 

:']? |r, c e 

I'^/' Wrasi 
wiw. Jf td j 


off he 


’he 


"lallv 




f, Pen- 


.^heu 


.■ .. n inr.^- pn - ,v e 


a i 

Pio- 


'ne r “ 

w 

am 


e*Ke 

fnore 
Pla 


ho 

J! 

Slam 




.A 

: \: u ^u.s r ^ in 
■j^'l 5?PPen ed Jpen 

■Ik. 1 dcii*. j 




«rein;. Um e 














7 


Sports 


Cash-strapped sports federations await 
sponsorship for Pan- Arab Games 

Jordan ’s delegation still not finalised 
with 6 days remaining 


Jordan Times, Sunday, July 6, 1997 


By Aleun B anna y an 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As the King- 
dom's national teams pre- 
pare to take part in the 8ih 
§ Pan-Arab Games which 
start in Beirut, Lebanon, 
July 12-27, the Jordan 
Olympic Committee (JOC) 
Saturday announced that it 
had only received the par- 
ticipation fees of three out 
of 1 3 federations taking part 
in the largest gathering of 
Arab youth since the event 
was last held in Syria in 
1992. 

JOC Technical Committee 
Chairman Sari Hamdan said 
each federation was asked 
to pay 40 per cent of 
expenses incurred by the 
Ministry' of Youth — some- 
thing most federations 

might not be able to do 
since it would cost them 
half of their allocated bud- 
get for the season in case of 
team sports. 

Participation in the event 
is expected to cost around 
JD 92,000. In order to cut 
down on cost, each ream 
will arrive in Beirut one day 
prior to its event and leave 
following the end of their 
respective competitions. 

While less than a week 
' remains for the opening of 
the games and as the JOC 
tries to overcome the finan- 
cial hurdle of the event, the 
Kingdom's delegation is 
still not finalised” with the 
addition Saturday of 12 per- 
sons to the karate delega- 
tion. 

Other team managers and 
officials were also being 
added to the delegation 
which will meet with the 
minister of youth July 7. 

The delay in finalising the 
delegation until now and the 
uncertainty surrounding the 
athletes and games Jordan is 
slated to take part in has 
been criticised by sports 
officials citing it as a main 
point hindering serious 


preparation and displaying a 
lax attitude towards the 
evenL 

The JOC had asked feder- 
ations to name the most 
promising athletes and 
teams with a chance of 
attaining at least a halfway 
standings in their respective 
sports as a minimum criteria 
to qualify for participation. 
Compared to the prelimi- 
nary list, the Kingdom's 
delegation was downsized 
to 182. Eighty-nine men and 
32 women athletes will be 
competing in 13 of the 21 
events at the Games. The 
delegation will also include 
61 team managers, coaches 
and officials. 

The latest list cuts down 
the number of athletes and 
referees in some sports and 
excludes four games as Jor- 
dan had previously 
announced it would be com- 
peting in 17 events. 

The preliminary list of the 
257- member delegation had 
included 130 men and 37 
women athletes, 64 officials 
and coaches, and 26 refer- 
ees. 

Twenty countries have 
confirmed participation in 
the event and only Somalia 
and the Comoros Islands 
will not be competing. 

Twenty-one events have 
been set for the Games 
excluding handball, gym- 
nastics, body-building, 
hockey, diving and water 
polo for technical and finan- 
cial reasons. 

Jordan dropped participa- 
tion in fencing, cycling, ten- 
nis and volleyball, and the 
entry form now includes 
participation in athletics, 
basketball, karate, swim- 
ming, taekwondo, table ten- 
nis, boxing, equestrian, soc- 
cer, weightlifting, judo, 
freestyle and Greco-Roman 
wrestling and shooting. 
Other events at the Games 
include golf, yachting and 
kick-boxing. 

Jordan's soccer and bas- 


ketball teams will be repre- 
senting the country in the 
opening ceremony July 12. 
The soccer team is now in 
Istanbul for a week-long 
training camp where they 
have met the youth team of 
Turkish champions 

Galatasaray and drew 2-2. 
They will next meet Istan- 
bulspon Tuesday before 
returning to Amman. 

The JOC is now following 
up the Kingdom's players 
who are undergoing med- 
ical tests which have been 
set us a main criteria for par- 
ticipation in order to rule 
out any possible injury. 

Some check-ups showed 
that a few athletes had 
injuries that would bar them 
from successfully compet- 
ing and therefore some 
events and uLhleLes are 
expected to be possibly 
ruled out of competition. 

Basketball is scheduled to 
be the only team sport Jor- 
dan's women will take part 
in. Individual sports are ath- 
letics. swimming, taekwon- 
do, equestrian and table ten- 
nis. 

Although the Kingdom’s 
women's basketball team 
was unimpressive in friend- 
ly matches against Syria last 
week, women's basketball 
was given the go-ahead by 
Minister of Youth and 
Sports Qasem Abu Ein who 
prompted the JOC to 
include the team to main- 
tain continuity for the 
women’s game which had 
been non-existent from 
1983-1995 when the team 
was regrouped and took pan 
in the Asian Championship. 

Five teams — Lebanon, 
Egypt, Tunisia, Jordan and 
Syria — will contest the 
women's basketball event at 
the Games. 

The men's team, runner- 
up in the last Pan- .Arab 
Games, did not fare any bet- 
ter against Syria and won 
only one out of three march- 
es. 


Both teams are now 
undergoing a tough training 
regimen and the women’s 
team has been boosted with 
the arrival from the U.S. of 
Jumana Saiti who was a key 
player and scorer in the 
team and was chosen 
among the lop players of the 
1995 Asian championship. 

According to latest 
reports, the biggest contin- 
gent will be that of hosts 
Lebanon with 563, followed 
by Syria 359 and Egypt 343. 

Lebanese officials last 
month announced that the 
main sports city cost $72 
million adding that Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait had 
helped in financing the pro- 
ject while pledges from 
other Arab countries had not 
been received. 

Jordanian sports officials 
announced their full sup- 
port of the event noting the 
importance of taking part in 
the games which have only 
been held seven times since 
1953. 

Jordan has received pre- 
liminary approval to host 
the 9th Pan-Arab Games in 
1999 following a meeting of 
the ministerial committee of 
the Arab Ministers of 
Sports, the Arab League and 
the Arab Sports Federation 
lasr March. 

Jordan had finished 9th 
overall in the last Pan-Arab 
Games with 1 gold, 6 silver 
and 6 bronze medals. 

Hosts Syria topped the 
medals table with 48 points. 
31 silver, 37 bronze fol- 
lowed by Egypt and Alge- 
ria. 

The event was due to be 
held last year but was post- 
poned after the Israeli bom- 
bardment of southern 
Lebanon. 

The Pan-Arab Games 
were held in Alexandria 
1953, Beinit 1957. 
Casablanca 1961, Cairo 
1965, Damascus 1976, 
Morocco 1985 and Damas- 
cus 1992. ! 


Hingis rewrites history books 


WIMBLEDON (AP) — 
Jana Novotna again could- 
n't hold a lead in the Wim- 
bledon final and Martina 
Hingis rallied to win in 
three sets Saturday to 
become the youngest cham- 
pion this century. 

Novotna was up a break 
at 2-0 in the third set, with a 
game point for 3-0, but 
couldn't convert. Hingis 
ran off six of the next seven 
games to complete a 2-6, 6- 
3, 6-3 victory for her sec- 
ond Grand Slam singles 
title. At 16 years and 9 
months, the Swiss sensa- 
tion became the youngest 
Wimbledon singles cham- 
pion — man or woman — 
since Charlotte “loaie" Dod 
won in JSS7 at 15 years, JU 
months. 

It was another heartbreak- 
ing Wimbledon final for 
Novotna, who blew a 4-1 
lead in the third set against 
Steffi Graf in 1993 and 
wept on the shoulder of the 
Duchess of Kent. 

It wasn't as dramatic this 
time, but Novotna still 
failed to sustain a lead 
when she was in a position 
to win. There were no 
tears this time when she 
received the runner-up plat- 
ter from the duchess. The 
two spoke intimately for 
more than 30 seconds, and 
then Novotna appeared to 
hold back tears as she held 
up the planer to the crowd. 

The duchess spoke very 
briefly in congratulating 
Hingjs. who took the larger 
winner's platter and 
gleamed as she raised the 
trophy aloft. 

Novotna may not have 
been at full strength. She 
called out a trainer several 
times during changeovers 
during the Third set. She 
took some pills and applied 
an ice pack to her stomach, 
but there was no visible 
sign that she was injured. 

Novotna playfully 

grabbed the winner's plat- 
ter from Hingis. She held it 
up to the crowd before 
returning it to Hingis, who 
clutched it tightly to her 
chest as if to say. “'no, it’s 
mine.” 

Novotna, playing perfect 
grass-court tennis, won the 
first set in just 22 minutes 
as Hingis struggled to keep 
up with her chip-and- 
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Jana Novotna or the Czech Republic (Rl jokingly holds onto the Challenge Trophy 
held by Ladies' Singles final winner Martina Hingis of Switzerland at the Wimbledon 
tennis championships July 5. Hingis won the final 2-6, 6-3, 6-3 (Reuters photo) 


charge tactics. 

Novotna opened ihe 
match by breaking Hingis 
at love and raced to a 4-0 
lead after just 1 1 minutes, 
dropping only five points in 
the process. 

Hingis final I \ held in the 
fifth came, and again in the 
seventh. But Novotna 
served out the set at 15. 
closing it out with a serve 
and backhand volley. 

The shot which seemed to 
turn things around for 
Hingis came in the third 
game of the second set. 
With Hingis serving at 
game poinL Novotna 
chipped a forehand return 
deep into the backhand cor- 
ner. But Hingis shuffled 
over and hit a stretch back- 
hand passing shot down the 
line and out of Novotna's 
reach. 

That seemed to revive 
Hingis. She suddenly found 
the range and timing on her 
shots. Her passing shots 
and lobs started clicking, 
keeping Novotna off bal- 
ance. Hingis broke for the 
first time to go up 4-2. After 
Novotna blew a game point 
by sailing an easy forehand 
volley ” long. Hingis 
clinched the break by whip- 
ping a stretch forehand 
passing shot down the line. 

Hingis served for the set 
at 5-2 in the tightest game 


of the match. She went up 
40-0 but couldn’t convert, 
saving three break points 
and needing five set points 
before finally dosing it out 
with a perfectly -placed 
forehand lob off a weak 
Novotna approach. 

Novotna saved four break 
points in the first game of 
the final set. The Czech, 
who had pulled out of the 
women's doubles the previ- 
ous day citing a sore thigh, 
called for a trainer for the 
first time during the 
changeover. 

Novotna broke in the next 
game to go up 2-0. with 
Hingis bouncing her racket 
on the turf in frustration. 
The match turned for good 
in the next game as Novot- 
na reached game point ar 
40-30 on her serve, one 
point away from a 3-0 lead. 

But after Novotna 
volleyed cross court. 
Hingis ran ir down and 
ripped a backhand pass. 
Hingis got to break point 
with another backhand 
pass, then completed the 
break with a strong reaction 
forehand volley thai flew 
past Novotna to make it 2- 
I. Novotna again called 
for the trainer, who gave 
her some pills and an ice 
pack. 

Hingis won five straight 
games, breaking again to 


go up 5-2 but failing to 
serve out the match in the 
next game. But Hingis 
broke Novotna again in the 
eighth game, converting 
her second match point 
with a forehand cross-court 
pass. 

After the first set, Hingis 
found the way to blunt 
Novotna’s net-charging tac- 
tics. She finished with IS 
passing shot winners, all 
but one coming in the last 
two sets. 

Hingis had 14 forehand 
and IS backhand winners, 
while Novotna had only 
four forehand winners and 
no backhand winners. 
Novotna also committed all 
four of her double faults in 
the third set. 

Hingis was already the 
youngest grand slam cham- 
pion this century, having 
won die Australian Open in 
January at the age of 16 
years, 3 months. She was 
also the youngesr-ever 
Wimbledon champion 
when she won the 19% 
doubles title with Helena 
Sukova at 15 years, 2S2 
days. 

The previous youngest 
Wimbledon women's sin- 
gles champ this century 
was Maureen Connolly, 
who was 17 years. 9 
months, when she won the 
1952 championship. 


. Pioline ready to ignore the odds; Sampras seeks 4th ti 


JORDAN TIMES TEL: 
68431 , 699634, 603585 


LONDON (AFP) — Suc- 
cess was a long-time com- 
ing for Frenchman Cedric 
Pioline — and one of his 
chief stumbling blocks was 
Pete Sampras. 

But on Sunday the 28- 
year-old player from Neuil- 
ly close to Paris will get the 
chance to score a first vic- 
tory after seven losses 
against the world number- 
one when they meet for the 
richest prize in tennis in the 
Wimbledon singles final. 

Pioline. who was beaten 
by Sampras in straight-sets 
in the 1993 U.S. Open final 
and who has won only 
three sets in the seven 
showdowns with the Amer- 
ican. said: *T know what it 
is like to lose in a Grand 
Slam final. Now 1 would 
like to know what it is like 
to win one.” 

The French player, who 
dismissed the 1991 cham- 
pion Michael Stich in a 
five-set centre-court thriller 
late Friday, began to think 
he was destined never to 
win a tournament when he 
lost nine consecutive finals ; 
(three of them to Sampras) j 
between 1992 and 1996. i 
Then, last year, he finally 
killed off the “runner-up’’ 
label when he notched up a 
first ATP success in Copen- 
hagen. 

This year he has added a 
second title to his record at 
Prague, and on Sunday Pio- 
line is determined to prove 
that he is “a winner." 

“My game is more 
mature — I am more 
mature,” said Pioline who 
still smarts at the memory 
of his first Grand Slam 
final. 

“When I played Pete in 
the final at the U.S. Open 
everything happened so 
fast and I didn’t realise 
wbat I was doing. This time 
it will be different.” 



Cedric Pioline 

‘To beat him 1 think I just 
have to play my game — 
like I did against Stich — 
and enjoy it. “Pete’s not a 
machine. He can miss 
shots. He can have doubts. 
And if it gets close...” 

Pioline.”who has slumped 
to 44th in the rankings after 
being the number nine in 
1994, is coached by Pier 


Cherret and is married to 
Mireille Bercot and has a 
four-year-old son Andrea. 

His parents are “not ten- 
nis at all." They met at a 
volleyball ioumament 
when his mother was play- 
ing for Romania’s world 
championship team and his 
father was a member of the 
Racing Club de France. 


Pioline is the first French- 
man to reach the final since 
the towering Yvon Petra, 
who played in long 
trousers, won the ride in 
1946. 

He is also only the 
eleventh unseeded finalist 
in the history of the cham- 
pionships. lire odds, how- 
ever, appear stacked 
against him for Sunday 
since only one unseeded 
player has ever won Wim- 
bledon — Boris Becker 
back in 1 985. Pete Sampras 
has a phenomenal record ar 
Wimbledon having won all 
but two of 38 matches at 
the All England Club since 
1992. The 25-year-old 
American, who won the 
title here in 1993, 1994 and 
1995, has already won nine 
Grand Slam tides in his 
career — and a success on 
Sunday will enable him to 
match the record of compa- 
triot Bill Tilden. Only three 
players will have won more 
major tournaments — 
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Bjorn Borg of Sweden and 
Australian Rod Laver with 
1 1 each, and Autralian Roy 
Emerson with 12. 

Sampras got off to a 
tremendous start to the sea- 
son by winning his first 17 
matches and scoring a sec- 
ond Australian Open tri- 
umph, but then slumped in 
form in the run-up to Wim- 
bledon. winning only four 
matches in as many tourna- 
ments. 

But his remarkable run 
through the draw over the 
past two weeks in which he 
has dropped just three sets 
in six victories, has 
silenced the doubters. 

And he was so impressive 
in his 6-2, 6-1, 7-6 (7/3) 
semi-final win against the 
world's top doubles player 
— Todd Woodbridge, that 
the Australian joked that be 
would have needed his 
partner Mark Woodfonde 
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cm court with him to make 
a game of it. 

Sampras himself admit- 
ted ominously: “1 don’t 
remember a Wimbledon 
Lhat I’ve served as well as 1 
have this year. I’m very 
motivated and ready for 
Sunday." 
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United Nations Development Programme 
Programme of Assistance to the Palestinian People 
Sustainable Human Development 

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF PROJECT MANAGER 
Tourism Development in the West Bank and Gaza 
PAL/96/005 

In the framework of its support programme for the Ministry of Tourism 
and Antiquities, the UNDP/PAFP is launching phase n of its technical 
assistance project to the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities (MOTA). 
The incumbent will: 

1 . Supervise, manage and monitor the activities and administration of the 
project, and ensure proper implementation of ail its components, 
namely : Tourism Planning and Development, Tourism Marketing, 
Institutional and Human Capacity Building.Tourism Awareness. 

2. Coordinate the relationship between the MOTA, the UNDP/PAPP and 
other involved institutions. 

3. Coordinate, supervise and assist the activities of short term consultants. 

4. Review the activities of those public and private sector organizations 
involved either directly or indirectly with tourism, and recommend 
measures to improve the overall levels of coordination, cooperation in 
the sector. 

The Project Manager should have a degree in Science or Arts in the 
fields of Tourism Development and Management, and 6 to 10 years of work 
experience in a related field. Work experience with local Palestinian 
institutions and understanding of the institutional set-up of the Palestinian 
Authority would be a strong advantage. The Project Manager should have 
good and proven management skills. Proficiency in using computer for 
word-processing, and fluency in Arabic and English are required. Interested 
candidates should send their GV to the following address 

UNDP/PAPP, 4A, Ya'Kobl St., P.O. Box: 51359, Jerusalem. 

Fax: 972 2 6280089 

Reference: Project Manager PAL/96/005 
Deadline for submission: 10 July 1997 
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France says 5 countries 


fit to enter NATO now 


PARIS (R) — France, 
acknowledging that it will 
not budge the United States 
t'rom limiting to three the 
first wave of ex-Communist 
countries admitted to 
NATO, said Friday the 
enlargement of the alliance 
would be an evolving 


process. 

Foreign Ministry spoke- 
sman Jacques Rummelhardt 
said Paris considered that 
five countries were fit to 
join now- and in the long 
term, all European countries 
which shared the Atlantic 
alliance's values had a right 
to NATO membership. 

"The enlargement of 
NATO will be an evolving 
process.” Mr. Rummelhardt 
told a routine briefing. 

■•\Ve consider that at the 
moment five countries have 
a right to be members of the 
Atlantic alliance. We are 
also in favour of the acces- 
sion of the three which the 
Americans also support." he 


said. 

U.S. President Bill 
Clinton reaffirmed 

Thursday that only the 
Czech Republic, Hungary 
and Poland were politically 
and militarily qualified to 
be invited to join NATO by 
a summit of the 16-nation 
defence alliance in Madrid 
next week. 

“I don't want to exclude 
anyone, but 1 think it quite 
important on principle that 
we do not admit anyone 
until we're absolutely sure 
that their democracy i.s sca- 
ble and that they are militar- 
ily capable,” Mr. Clinton 
said in an interview with 
European television sta- 
tions. 

France has campaigned 
for Romania and Slovenia 
to be added to the first 


group. 

” Mr. Rummelhardt made 
his remarks in briefing 
reporters ou the visit of 
Lithuanian President 


Algirdas Brazauskas to 
Paris from next week. 

The implication of his 
comment was that France 
considered that Lithuania 
and other Baltic states too 
would eventually be enti- 
tled to NATO membership. 

Russia has adamantly 
opposed the admission of 
any former Soviet republics 
to the Western military 
alliance, warning that such 
a move would force it to 
reconsider the “founding 
act” on a cooperative rela- 
tionship it signed with 
NATO in May. 

Western leaders have said 
Moscow cannot have a veto 
over who joins the alliance, 
but officials say there is no 
prospect of NATO admit- 
ting the Baltic republics in 
the forseeable fijture and 
their best hope is eventual 
European Union (Elf) 
membership. 


Hamas calls on Vatican to act 
over Virgin Mary blasphemy 


OCCUPIED 

JERUSALEM (AFP) — 
The Islamic Resistance 
Movement ( Hamas) called 
Saturday on the Vatican to 
act over a "sacrilegious" 
photo-montage in an 
Israeli magazine depicting 
the Virgin Mary with a 
cow's head. 

"We call on the Vatican 
and all those who care 
about Christian holy places 
for reciprocal action 
aeainst the Jewish sacri- 


lege of the Virgin Mary 
and to reject any such 
Jewish mocking of reli- 
gious symbols,” Hamas 
said in a press release. 

“It proves the shameful 
bias behaviour Jews prac- 
tice against others whom 
they consider as only their 
servants." it added. 

The photo was published 
in the latest edition of the 
Galileo Periodical as pan 
of a series of articles on 
human cloning and its dan- 


gers. 

~ Galileo editor-in-chief, 
Stephen Svtiski. said his 
scientific magazine simply 
wanted to “explain the 
techniques of human 
cloning and its conse- 
quences if animals are 
used.” 

But he expressed “deep 
regret for any insult to the 
religious feelings of oth- 
ers" caused by the photo- 
montage. 


Turkish minister alleges Islamic 
government spied on president 


ANKARA (AP) — A min- 
ister in the new government 
Saturday accused the oust- 
ed lslamist-led government 
of tapping telephones to 
gather intelligence on a 
possible coup. 

"It is obvious that the 
telephones of the chief of 
staff's office were tapped.” 
Public Works and Housing 
Minister Yasar Topcu told 
reporters before a cabinet 
meeting. "If you ask me the 
president's telephones were 
also tapped." 

He would not elaborate, 
but added: "This is what the 
authorities told me." 

A soldier on Thursday 
*aul the Islamist covcm- 


menu which resigned last 
month, planted him in mili- 
tary headquarters to assess 
chances of a coup by the 
armed forces. 

The soldier said he 
reported to a police intelli- 
gence chief, who had 
allegedly been assigned by 
former Interior Minister 
Meral Aksener. 

News reports said the 
police chief, in turn, report- 
ed to Tansu Ciller, the 
junior partner in the 
Islamist-led coalition. Ms. 
Ciller has denied any 
involvement in the spy 
affair. 

Hurriyet newspaper 
reported Saturday that Mr. 


Aksener, the soldier and the 
police chief, might be pros- 
ecuted. 

The Islamist govern- 
ment’s reluctance to imple- 
ment military-ordered mea- 
sures to keep Turkey secu- 
lar. angered Turkey’s gen- 
erals. The country was rife 
with coup rumours for 
months. There have been 
three coups in Turkey since 
I960. 

The military pressure led 
to the resignation of 
Premier Necmertin Erbakan 
the new government is 
headed by Ms. Ciller's cen- 
tre-right rival. Mesut 
Yilmaz. 


Seven dead, civilians trapped in 
fighting in southern Philippines 


COTABATO C.4FP* — Two 
civilians and five Muslim 
rebcL were killed, as scores 
nf residents were caught in 
crossfire Saturday between 
Mu'-Jini rebels and the 
Philippine military in towns 
near here, the military said. 

The lighting erupted at 5:30 
.un. 1 2 1 30 ~ GMT Friday) 
when about S00 guerrillas of 
the separatist More Islamic 
Liberation Freni (MILF) 
attacked the towns of 
Kabaean and Aleosan in 
north Colabalo province, 
army spokesman Captain 
Noel Detoyato said. 

In addition to the dead, five 
civilians and two soldiers 
were wounded in the fight- 
ing. 

the military also feared for 
30 families trapped in the vil- 
lage of Pagangan. said Major 
Jaime Yangzon. a battalion 
commander of gmemmem 
troops engaged in the battle. 

An undcicrmined number 
of Muslim and Christian res- 
idents in the village of 
Kuyuea in Kabacdn were also 
trapped, he said as four MG- 
520 helicopters fired mortars 
at positions believed to be 
held by the rebels in the next 
i illage. 

Mai. Yangzon said the vil- 
lagers had dug foxholes to try 
to prelect themselves from 
the sheiiing. 

Witnesses said that in addi- 
tion to the seven dead and 
seven wounded reported by 
the military, it appeared many 
other rebels had been injured. 


Since last month, the mili- 
tary has been pursuing a 
drive against the MILF 
whose members are believed 
to be behind rampant kidnap- 
pings and ransom demands in 
the Cotabato area. 

Two OV-IO fighter aircraft 
were sent by the military to 
support ground troops facing 
heavy resistance from the 
MILF rebels, the military's 
southern command in 
Zamboanga said. 

Cupt. Detoyato said the 
MJLF was using guerrilla 
warfare tactics in Saturday's 
skirmishes, splitting into sev- 
eral small groups, attacking 
one army position then flee- 
ing while leaving behind 
landmines to make pursuit 
dangerous. 

The attacks prompted thou- 
sands of residents to flee their 
homes and forced the closure 
of a highway /inking 
Cotabato to the province of 
Davao in the east as mortars 
landed on die road. Capt. 
Detoyato added. 

The evacuees were seen 
along a five-kilometre stretch 
of highway near Kabaean 
and Pacalungan, taking their 
valuables and farm animals 
with them, reporters at the 
scene said, adding that a 
truck driver and his assistant 
had been killed in the attack. 

MILF Vice-Chairman 
Ghazali Jaafar in an inter- 
view Saturday over Radio 
DZXL. criticised the govern- 
ment for declaring that mili- 
tary operations had ceased. 


even as the MILF continued 
to receive reports that mili- 
tary troops were pursuing 
them. 

"President (Fidel) Ramos 
says dial he had the military' 
operations stopped ... But the 
military has another pro- 
nouncement. They say that 
there is no ceasefire and that 
the military operations will 
continue.” Mr. Jaafar stud. 

“We do not believe that the 
target of the military opera- 
tions are the kidnappers.” Mr. 
Jaafar said, claiming the 
attacks were part of a Ramos 
plan to call off presidential 
elections in 1998 and declare 
martial law. 

The army captured the sec- 
ond largest MILF camp last 
month after two weeks of 
fighting that left I5S persons, 
mostly guerrilla, dead, 
according to a ■ .irv toll. 

The MILF. with an estimat- 
ed 10,000 guerrillas, is the 
last Muslim rebel group in 
the southern island of 
Mindanao, home to the coun- 
try's four-million strong 
Islamic minority. 

Government and the MILF 
both say they want to forge a 
formal peace accord but 
ceasefire talks necessary for 
the accord have been put on 
hold because of the fighting. 

Mr. Jaafar said the MILF 
was willing to resume dia- 
logue with chief government 
negotiator Fommalo Abai but 
said govern mem’s sincerity 
was in question. 



POSSIBILY CHE GUEVARA'S REMAINS : Hector Soto, a Cuban anthropologist, removes bits of cloth- 

rilla group 


ing, Friday, from a skeleton believed to belong to a member of the guerrilla group of Argentme-bom rev- 
olutionary Ernesto 'Che' Guevara, found in a communal grave in Valle Grande, Bolivia. A team of sci- 
entists unearthed seven bodies and the remains of Che Guevara are believed to be among the bodies 
found, according to a member of a Cuban forensic team (AFP photo) 


Kurd group claims Turkish 


a mmuni tion plant explosion 


PARIS (R) — The military 
wing of the Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) claimed 
responsibility on Saturday 
for a series of explosions at 
an ammunition factory in 
central Turkey Thursday in 
which two people died. 

"One of the urban 


brigades dependent on our 
staff headquarters under- 


took with success on July 3 
an action against the 
Kirikkale Machinery and 
Chemicals Factory which 
makes bombs of mass 
destruction," the General 
Command of the National 
Liberation Array of 
Kurdistan (ARGK) said in a 
statement received by a 
Western news agency in 
Paris. 


‘This action is a warning 
to the new government 
which has just been put in 
place to stop the war. If not, 
ARGK's capacity to strike 
military targets could target 
and paralyse economic and 
tourist sites.” the statement 
said. 

“We do not want the war 
to worsen, but we cannot 
remain indifferent to the 
successive attacks against 
our movement.” the state- 
ment added. 

The group's claim could 
not immediately be verified. 
The Paris-based Kurdistan 
Information Centre said it 
could confirm, however, 
that the statement had been 
issued by the ARGK. 

More than 20.000 people 


have died in a 12-year-old 
conflict between Turkish 
security forces and Kurdish 
guerrillas fighting for 
autonomy or independence 
in mainly Kurdish southeast 
Turkey. 

The group said in its state- 
ment that it had targeted the 
plant because it made 
weapons used by Ankara to 
“destroy more than 3.000 
Kurd villages.” “It is to 
eliminate the threat of new 
massacres that we success- 
fully undertook such an 
action," the statement said. 

Kirikkale Mayor 

Cemalettin Akdogan was 
quoted by the Anatolian 
news agency Thursday as 
ruling out sabotage as a 
cause of the blast. 


But new Turkish Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz later 
visited the town and said 
sabotage was a possible 
cause and that an investiga- 
tion was under way. 

The explosions at the 
munitions plant in the cen- 
tral Anatolian town of 
Kirikkale had sent locals 
fleeing from the area. 
Thousands spent the night 
sleeping in their cars out- 
side the town or camped out 
in nearby fields. 

Blasts that sent flames 
300 metres into the sky 
shook the town all day 
Thursday, damaging hous- 
es. destroying the factory 
and causing damage esti- 
mated at $6.7 million. 


Sudanese opposition 
says it will increase 


action against regime 


CAIRO (R) — Sudanese 
opposition groups have 
agreed to escaiate a military 
and political campaign to 
topple the Islamist govern- 
ment in Khanoum. Sudan’s 
former prime minister said 
on Saturday. 

Sadeq Mahdi said recent 
talks in Eritrea between 
opposition leaders ”... result- 
ed in ... restructuring the 
joint military command of 
the different groups to make 
it more cohesive and lo plan 
an escalation of the military 
activity against the regime." 

He also told Reuters in an 
interview in Cairo that they 
discussed ways to enhance 
political pressure on 

Khartoum. 

“We have discussed all the 
needed activity to escalate.” 

Mr. Mahdi. who escaped 
from Khartoum in 

December and is on the 
opposition’s Leadership 
Council, was at the Eritrea 
talks in June as a rebel 
National Democratic 

Alliance {NDA l member. 

Senior Sudan opposition 
officials — including 
Democratic Unionist Party's 
Moulana Mirghani. Sudan 
People's Liberation Army's 
(SPLA) John Garang. 
Umma's Mubarak Mahdi. 
and Sudanese Alliance 
Forces' Abdul Aziz Khalid. 
attended the talks. 

Mr. Mahdi was speaking 
ahead of the Inter- 
Govcmmcntal Authority on 
Development (IGAD) 
regional summit to take 
place in Kenya on July 8 and 
9. It will tackle the civil war 
in Sudan and its stormy ties 
with neighbouring Eritrea, 
Ethiopia and Uganda. 

IGAD groups those five 
countries, as well as Somalia 
and Djibouti, and aims to 
help settle conflicts in the 
region. 

The Sudan government 
newspaper A1 Anbaa report- 


ed on Friday that American. 
European and African 
efforts were underway to 
arrange a meeting between 
the SPLA's Garang and 
Sudan's President 

Lieutenant General Omar 
Hassan Bashir at the IGAD 


summit. 

A1 Anbaa said the purpose 
of any such meeting is to 
consider “expanding the 
Khartoum peace agreement 
so that the sides bearing 
arms in the south of the land 


can join. 

Sudan signed in April an 
accord with a number of fac- 
tions intended to end civil 
war mostly led by the SPLA. 
which has fought since 1983 
for greater autonomy of the 
animist and Christian south 
from the Muslim, Arabised 
north. 

The SPLA, which rejects 
the accord as one between 
allies, launched a scries of 
successful offensives this 
year and recaptured a string 
of towns and villages. 

The NDA launched attacks 
into Sudan from Eritrea in 
January, initially capturing 
several towns and prompt- 
ing Sudan to order a general 
mobilisation which haired 
the rebel advance. 

Sudan's ties with Eritrea. 
Ethiopia and Uganda are 

strained o v« accusations 
they support the rebels, a 
charge ihcy deny. 

Mr. Mahdi said he expect- 
ed the IGAD summit to 
revise its 1994 declarations 
to reflect the recent changes 
in the Sudan war. 

"The war was straightfor- 
ward in 1994. It was a 
National Islamic Front 
(NIFj conflict with the 
SPLA ” he said. ‘Today it 
involves a north-north con- 
flict and a Sudan-neighbours 
conflict. We expect that the 
IGAD powers... will look 
into this and perhaps update 
their initiative." 


Russia claims success 


against big spy wave 


MOSCOW (R) — Foreign 
spies are burrowing across 
Russia more actively than at 
any time since World War D 
but Moscow’s chief spy- 
catcher said Friday his new 
double agent hotline had 
stopped many of die moles in 
their tracks. 

“Not at any time in the 
recent history of our country 
have we exposed such spy 
networks. We are uncovering 
a simply massive number,” 
said Valentin Kovalyov, head 
of the Federal Security 
Service (FSB), successor to 
the Soviet KGB. 

In an interview with 
Moskovsky Komsomolets 
daily, he said he was shocked 
by how cheaply many 
Russians were prepared to 
sell out their country. 

But he claimed great suc- 
cess for the hotline, set up a 
month ago to invite Russians 
spying for foreign powers to 
turn themselves in to the FSB 
and become double agents. 

“We've had several hun- 
dred interesting calls,” he 


said “Real information 
turned up on various secret 
services. Several foreign 
intelligence services have 
already reacted to this by 
completely winding up agent 
operations on Russian territo- 
ry." His comments came after 
a week in which the authori- 
ties have given great play to 
the sentencing of two 
Russians, convicted separate- 
ly of spying for Britain and 
the United States. 

The Supreme Court 
Wednesday sentenced a for- 
mer defence company man- 
ager to 10 years’ hard labour 
and confiscated his property 
for spying for London's MI6. 
Vadim Sintsov, 62. said he 
earned $12,000 in a year by 
selling data on the arms trade. 

On Thursday, the eve of the 
U.S. independence day holi- 
day. it was reported that a 
Moscow court had last month 
sentenced a former Soviet 
diplomat to seven years of 
hard labour for taking 
$20,000 for spying on behalf 
of the CIA for years. 
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Natural assets only, 
demands tabloid 


Japanese wins hot 
dog eating contest 


NEW YORK (R) — A 61 
kilogrammes furniture 
delivery worker from Japan 
wolfed down 24-1/2 hot 
dogs in 12 minutes to edge 
a 330-pound American and 
win the world hot dog eat- 
ing contest Hirofumi 
Nakajima, 22. of Kiofu, 
Japan, broke his own world 
record and won the contest 
for a second year, defeating 
22 challengers at 
Brooklyn’s Coney Island, a 
New York City amusement 
park known for its roller 
coaster and its hot dogs. 
Nakajima won a large 
emerald and brass trophy, a 
mustard-yellow interna- 
tional belt and a 20-pack 
m^e-out order for Nathan's 
hoi: dogs. The champ said 
he was “very happy." 
admitting that he had been 
worried when the 
American, Ed Krachie, 34^ 
took the lead midway 
through the eat-off. 
Krachie, however, said he 
felt Wee throwing up and 
slowed down, finishing 
third with 20 hot dogs. 


Hungary launches 
‘NATOpoly’ board 
game for Madrid 


BUDAPEST (R) — A com- 
puter game will let ordinary 
Hungarians haggle whh 
NATO's secretary general 
over the costs of the coun- 
try's accession into l be 
alliance. Hungary, which 
expected to be invited ro 
NATO along with d* 
Czech Republic and Polaod 
at the alliance's Madrid 
summit next week, 
launched the game as pah 
of the government * 
domestic pro-NATO cam- 
paign ahead of a referee- 
dura next year. “We havew 
dispel decades-old miscoo; 
ceptions about NATO, 
Hungarian Fotmp 

Minister Laszlo Kovtf* 
told a news conference. 
The game. NATQpoly, ah* 5 
allows the player to re- 
enact historic decimal 
since World Wax JI* 
as Charles de Gaulle, of 
Winston Churchill. In n* 
game, a series of 
decisions and a spell of W* 
luck could resoli in 
player being refused NAlu 
entry. 


Portuguese 
judge caught 
poaching birds- 


LISBON(AFP) — Aju^BJ 
at the military tribun® 
Elvas in southern Fornig* 1 - 
Colonel Jose D« San*? 
Roque, was caugfal#»?r 
ing birds in a bin*** 
reserve in Aientejo>__ 
weekly Expresso nwg®* 
reported Saturday, 
wardens ccnfisc*^«£ 
recorder on 
colonel had record^-., 
song of the ibruSj^_ 
he used ro 
Expresso 

could be sentenced 
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LONDON (AFP) _ 
What’s the hottest part of 
the Sun? Page three, so the 
joke goes in Britain, for 
that's where the Sun daily 
newspaper features a scant- 
ily-clad young woman 
flaunting her natural assets. 
Now the mass-selling 
tabloid is getting back to 
basics. The assets have to 
be natural, not sHicooe- 
enhanced. In its Friday edi- 
tion, the paper tells its read- 
ers it will no longer show 
photographs of artificially 
busty women on page three 
but push them to pages fur- 
ther back, if at all. The 
paper naturally took care to 
consult its readers on such 
an important issue, and 82 
per cent said they wanted 
only exclusively natural 
models baring their all on 
page three. They got their 
wish Friday, when five top-, 
less “natural” models 
appeared in the paper to 
illustrate the clamp down. 
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